_ BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against:

Bridget Mercy Chen, M.D.
Case No. 800-2020-068257
Physician's and Surgeon's
Certificate No. A 66849

Respondent.

DECISION

The attached Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order
is hereby adopted as the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of
California, Department of Consumer Affairs, State of California.

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on January 27, 2023.

IT IS SO ORDERED January 20, 2023.

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

Réﬁ Varghese
Deputy Director

DCU35 (Rev 07-2021)
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In the Matter of the Accusation Against:

'.:,Physu:lan s and Surgeon s Cel tificate No.
- A66849 : .

ROB BONTA . '

Attorney General of Callforma
ALEXANDRA M. ALVAREZ
Supervising Deputy Attorney Genetal
ROBERT W. LINCOLN ‘

- Deputy Attorney General

State. Bar No. 316290

600 West Broadway, Suite 1800
San Diego, CA 92101 '
P.O. Box 85266

Sah Diego, CA 92186- 5266

.. Telephone: (619) 738-9453

Facsnmle (619) 645- 2012

Attorneys Sfor Complamant :

BEFORE THE .
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA .

Case No. 800-2020-068257
OAH No. 2022070224

BRIDGET MERCY CHEN, M.D. STIPULATED SURRENDER OF

6061 Banbury Street : TN ; '
San Diego, California 92139 LICENSE AND DISCIPLINARY ORDER

Respondent.

IT IS HEREBY ST[PULATED AND AGREED by and between the partles to the above-
entltled ploceedmgs that the followmg matters are tlue ‘
| | PARTIES o
a 1.. William P1a31ﬂ<a (Complamant) is the Executive Director ofthe Medical Board of -
Cahfotma (Boa1 d). ‘He brought this action so[ely in hlS ofﬁcnal capdmty and is. Leptesented in thlS -

matter by Rob Bonta, Attorney General of the State of Cahfoxma, by Robert W. Lincoln, Deputy

Attomey General.

i

"
. I _

‘ Stipulated Surrender of License and.Discipl'inary Order (Case No. 800-2020-068257)
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2. Budget Mercy Chen, M.D. (Respondent) is 1ep1esented in this proceeding by attotney
Nicole T. Ilmet Esq. and KlmberlyJ Elkin, Esq., whose address is: 2550 Fifth Avenue, Suite
1060

. San Dlego CA 92103

3. Onorabout Octobet 30, 1998, the Board issued Physician’s and Surgeon S Celtlﬁcate
No A 66849 to Bridget Melcy Chen, M.D. (Respondent) The Physician’s and Surgeon’s

Cemficate was in full force and effect at all times televant to the char ges brought in Accusatlon o

No 800 2020-068257 and w1ll expne on October 31, 2022, unless renewed. o
4, On or about August 9, 2022 Respondent and Complainant enter ed 1nto a Stlpulatron

Between Parties Re: Intenm Suspension Order, immediately suspendlng Physrclan sand "

- Stlrgeonss Certificate No. A 66849, and prohibiting Respondent from practicing lnedicine in the

State of Cahforma Asa xesult Respondent remains suspended ﬂom the practice of medlclne ‘
pendmg the issuance of a ﬁnal decision on the Accusation.

J URISDICTION

"5, Oh or about September: 12, 2022, Accusation No. 800;2020-068257 was filed before

the Board, and is currently pendlng against Respondent, T he Accusatlon “and-all other statutonly

. tequrred documents were ptoperly served on Respondent on September 12 2022., Respondent

tnnely filed her Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation. A copy of Aceusatlon No 800+ -
2020 068257 is attached hexeto as Exhibit A and 1ncorpotated by refetence
. ADVISEMENT AND .WAIVERS. ,

6. Respondent has earefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands' the

char ges and: allegatlons in Accusatlon No. 800-2020- 068257 Respondent also has car efully read,

.tully discussed w1th counsel and understands the effects of this Stlpulated Surrendet of License

“and D1scnphnaty Order.

7. Respondent is fully aware of her legal ughts in this- matter, 1nclud1ng the ught toa

hearing on the charges and- allegattons in the Accusation; the ught to confront and cr oss—e_xamlne

- the witnesses against her; the.'right to present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right

to the issuance of subpoenas'to compel the attendance of witnesses and the prodt_lct-i.on- of -

2 R .
Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order (Case No. 800-2020;068257) )
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documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other.

' ltghts accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other appllcable laws

8. I-Iavmg the beneﬁt of counsel, Respondent voluntmly, knowmgly, and mtelllgently

wajves and grves up each and every right set forth above

CULPABILITY

o, Respondent adr'nits that, at an administrati:ve hearing, Complainant could establish a

prima facie case with respect to the charges and allegations in Accusation No, 800-2020-068257,

) agre'es that she has thereby su‘bjec':ted her Physician’s and Surgeon"s' Certificate No. A 66849 fo-

dlserpllne, and hereby surrénders her Physician’s and Sur geon s Certificate No. A 66849 for the
Board s formal ftcceptance ‘ .

. 10. Respondent further agrees that if she ever petitions for reinstatement ofher

Physrcran s and Surgeon s Certlﬁcate No. A 66849, all charges and allegations- contamed in

Accusatlon No 800 2020 068257, shall be deemed true, correct, and fully admrtted by _

Respondent for purposes of any such proceedings or any other hcensmg proceedlng involving

' Respondent in the State of Callfomra or elsewhere.

11 Respondent understands that by srgnmg thlS sthulatron she enables the Executlve

Duector ofthe Board to 1ssue an ordel on behalf of the Board acceptmg the sunendel of hel

-Physrclan s and Surgeon s Certrﬁcate No. A 66849 w1thout further process

RL‘SERVATION

12. The admxssmns made by Respondent herein are only for the purposes ofthrs

) proceedmg, ot any other proceedmgs in which the Medical Board of Cahforma ot other

professronal licensihg ageney is mvolved and shall not be admlssrble in any other criminal or

civil proceeding.

CONTINGENCY

1'3.. Busmess and Plofesslons Code section 2224 subd1v1510n (b), prov1des in pertrnent_

' part, that the Medlcal Board “shall delegate to its executwe director the authouty to adopt a.

strpulatron I'or suuender ofa hcense

R

: 3
Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order (Case No. 800-2020-068257) '
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14, Thrs Strpulated Sutrender of License and Dlscrphnary Order shall be subJect to the

approval of the Executive Dnector on behalf of thé Board. The parties agree that this Stipulated

Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order shall be-submitted to the Executrve Director for his

consideration in the above-entitled matter and, further, that the Executive Director shall-have a -
reasonable period of time in which to consider and act on this Stipulated Surrender of License and

Discipliltar'y Order after receiving it. By signing this stipulation Respondent fully*unders'tands

“and agrees that he may not wrthdraw his agreement or seek to rescind this stlpulatron puor to the

time the Exeoutlve Dnector on behalf of the Board, considers and acts upon it.

15. The parties agree that this Stipulated Surrender of License and Drscrplinary Order

. shall be null and vord and not brndlng upon the partles unless approved and adopted by the

Executive Dnector on: behalf of the Board, except for thls paragr aph, which shall 1emam infll

force and effect. Respondent fuily understands and agreés that i in decrdmg whether or not to

) approve and adopt this Sttpul_‘ated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order,.the Exe'c'utive

Director and/or the Board may receive oral and written communications from its staff and/or the

Atto’rney Gen.eral’s Office. Communications pursuant to this paragraph shall not disqualify the

Executlve Drreetor the Board any member thereof, and/or any ‘other pérson from future

partrcrpatlon in this- or any other matter affecting or mvolvmg ReSpondent In the event that the.
Executive Director on behalf of the Board does not, in hlS discretion, approve and adopt this

Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order, with the exception of this paragraph, it ..

“shall not' become effective, shall be of no evidentiary value whatsoever, and shall'not be relied

upon or 1nt10duced in any drscrphnary action by erther party hereto Respondent further agrees

that should this Strpulated Suuender of License and Dlscrphnary Order be tejected for any reason

- by the Executrve Director on. behalf of the Board, Respondent will assert no claim that the -

Executive Dlrector the Board or any member thereof was pr'eJudlced by 1ts/hls/her rev1ew, '

drscussron and/01 consideration of this Stipulated Surrender of Llcense and Dlscrplmary Order or

_of any matter or matters 1e1ated hereto.

"
.

4 .
Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order (Case No. 800-2020-068257)-
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ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS o

_ 16 : hlS Stlpulated Stnrendet of License and Dlsctphnaly Order is mtended by the pal tles
herem to be.an 1nteg1ated wr mng representing the complete fi nal and exclusive embodnnent of
the agr eements of the parties in the above-entltled matte1 | |

{7. The pa1 ties agree that coples of this Stlpulated Suuend01 of License and Dlscxphnaxy
Order, includlng copies of t_he signatures of the pames, may be _used in lieu of ongmal documents '
and signatures and; further- that such copies shall have tlie same .'force and effect as origihals

- 18. In consndelatxon of the foregoing admissions and stlpulatlons, the parties aglee the - h
Executxve Director of the Boand may, without further notice to or opportunity to be lieard by
Respondent, issue and entet the following stmplmary Order on behalf 6f the Board:
a | ORDER

T IS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A 66849 1ssued
to Respondent Budget Mercy Chen M.D,, is suuendeled and accepted by the Boatd

- 1. The sun‘endex of Respondents Physician's and Stngeon s Cextlﬁcate and the

' aoceptance of the surrender ed license by the Board shall, constitute the imposition of d15c1p1ine

agamst Respondent This stlpulauon constitutes a record of the d1501phne and shall become a part
of Respondent s license hlst01y w1th the Board. .

| 2,. Respondent shah. lose all rights and pl‘iyiteges as a Phys'ician and Surgeon in
.Californ‘iaAas of the effective date of the Board's Debision and Disciplinary Order. o

3. Respondent shall cause to be delivered to the Boaxd her pocket license and, if one was

) 1ssued her wall cer tlﬁcate on-or before the effective date of the Decnsxon and Dlscxphnaly Order.

4. If Respondent ever ﬁles an application for hcensute or a petition for reinstatement in

the State of California, the Boald shall treat it as a petltxon for reinstatement. Respondent must

comply with all the laws, regulations and procedures for reinstatement of a 1evoked or’

sunendered hcense in effect at the time the petition is filed, and all of the charges and allegatlons

contained in Fnst Amended Accusatlon No. 800-2020- 068257 shall be deemed to be true, correct

and admltted by Respondent when the Board determines whethel to gxant or deny the petmon

K/

. 5 .
Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Qrder (Case No. 800-2020-068257)
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“;DATED:

i 5.-' Respondent shall .pay the agency its costs of mvestlgatlon and enfowement in the-

amount of $6,421. 25 (s1x thousand four hundred and twenty one dollars and twenty ﬁve cents)

puor to lssuance of anew or Lemstated hcense

- 6. If Respondent should ever apply or reapply for a new license or certification, or "'_

.petltlon f01 reinstatement of a license, by any other health care licensing agency in the State of

Cahforma all of the chalges and allegations contained in Accusatxon No. 800- 2020- 068257 shall

be deemed to be true, coxrect and admltted by Respondent for the pu1 pose of any Statement of

. Issues or any other ploeeedlng seekmg to deny or restrict hcensLue

ACCEPTANCE .

I have carefully read the above Stipulated Surrendér of Llcense and Dlsmphnaxy Orde1 and

_have fully discussed it w1th my attomeys Nicole Irmer, Esq. and I(lmbelly J. Elkin, Esq I

undelstand the stipulation dnd the effect it will have on my Physwlan s and. Surgeon § Celtlﬁcate

Ienter 1nto this Stipulated Suuende1 of Llcense and Dlsmphnaxy Order voluntarily, know1ngly,

and xntclhgently, and agree ta be.bound by the Decxslon and Dlsmphnary Olden of the Medlcal

Boald of California. S Doeusngnodby
' 10/03/2022_ E

12EAT2E2AR0340F

. . ) ' DocuSlgned by:
) DATED: ’ 10/03/2022 ] [
S ' "D,\P"J@E%ﬂ‘meCY CHEN, M.D, by and
through Susan Eisenberg and Jon McTeeL,
~ her attorneys in. fact. '

Respondent

N : Dnuuslgned by:
10/04/2022 E'{"{;"/}"})-

D028504A98594F3
NICOLET IRMER, ESQ..
12 )nr\r\url nt

NWIAN
DocuSIgnod by

DATED: =~ - /0a/0n {qmb - ). Akin
- - \"35‘1‘15“&\7?38? . unldN, ESQ.

Attorney for Respondent

I

m

.

6 .
Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinaiy Ql‘der (Case No. 800-2020-068257) - -
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ENDORSEMENT

The foregoing Stipuléted Surrender of License ahd-Disciplinary Order-is hereby’

'res'pectfully suBmitted for: consideration by the Medical Board of California of the Department of |

Consumm Aff aus

DATED

- $D2022301222

// /ZZ’ . ,_Respectfully sublmtted

ROB BONTA -
‘Attorney General of Callfomla
ALEXANDRA M, ALVAREZ _

* Supervising Deputy Attorney General . -

/ﬂfw %2

'ROBERT W. LINCOLN
Deputy- Attorney General
" Attorneys fm Complainant

7

‘ Stip‘ul'ated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order (Case No. 800-2_020_—068257).
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Accusation No, 800-2020-068257
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RoB BONTA

Attorney General of California

ALEXANDRA M. ALVAREZ

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

ROBERT W. LINCOLN

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 316290

600 West Broadway, Suite 1800

San Diego, CA 92101

P.O. Box 85266

San Diego, CA 92186-5266
Telephone: (619) 738-9453
Facsimile: (619) 645-2012

Attorneys for Complainant
BEFORE THE

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2020-068257
BRIDGET MERCY CHEN, M.D. ACCUSATION

6061 Banbury Street
San Diego, California 92139

Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate

No. A 66849,
Respondent.
Complainaﬁt alleges:
| PARTIES

1.  William Prasifka (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in his official capacity
as the Executive Director of the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer Affairs
(Board).

2. Onor about October 30, 1998, the Medical Board issued Physician’s and Surgeon’s

Certificate No. A 66849 to Bridget Mercy Chen, M.D. (Respondent). The Physician’s and

1
(BRIDGET MERCY CHEN, M.D.) ACCUSATION NO. 800-2020-068257
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Surgeon’s Certificate was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought
herein and will expire on October 31, 2022, unless renewed.

3.  On August 9, 2022, an Interim Suspension Order was issued suspending
Respondent’s Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate. Her license is still suspended.

JURISDICTION

3.  This Accusation is brought before the Board, under the authority of the following
laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code (Code) unless otherwise
indicated. l

4,  Section 822 of the Code states:

If a licensing agency deter.mines that its licentiate’s ability to practice his or her
profession safely is impaired because the licentiate is mentally ill, or physically ill affecting
competency, the licensing agency may take action by any one of the following methods:

(a) Revoking the licentiate’s certificate or license.

(b) Suspending the licentiate’s right to practice.

(c) Placing the licentiate on probation.

(d) Taking such other action in relation to the licentiate as the licensing agency in its
discretion deems proper.

The licensing agency shall not reinstate a revoked or suspended certificate or license
until it has received competent evidence of the absence or ~contr01 of the condition which
caused its action and until it is satisfied that with due regard for the public health and safety

 the person’s right to praétice his or her profession may be safely reinstated.

SECTION 822 CAUSE FOR ACTION

(Mental Illness and/or Physical Illness Affecting Competency) -

5.  Respondent’s Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. A 66849 is subject to action
under section 822, of the Code, in that Rcspondeﬁt’s ability to practice medicine safely is
impaired because she is mentally ill and/or physically ill which is affecting her competency.

i
1
2

(BRIDGET MERCY CHEN, M.D.) ACCUSATION NO. 800-2020-068257
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PRAYER
WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Medical Board of California issue a decision:

1.  Revoking or suspending Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. A 66849, issued

‘to Bridget Mercy Chen, M.D.;

2. Revoking, suspending or denying approval of Bridget Mercy Chen, M.D,’s authority
to supervise physician assistants and advanced practice nurses;

3. Ordering Bridget Mercy Chen, M.D., to pay the Board the costs of the investigation
and enforcem'enf of this case, and if placed on probation, the costs of probation monitoring;

4.  Ordering Respondent Bridget Mercy Chen, M.D., if placed on probation, to provide
patient notification in accordance with Business and Professions Code.section 2228.1; '

5. Takingaction as authorized by section 822 of the Code as the Medical Board, in its
discretion, deems necessary and proper; and

6.  Taking such other and further acti deemed necessary and proper.

DATED: SEP 12 022 w (AM AR Rejl Varghese
.. WILLIAM PRASIFKA 0
pev Executive Director : epuijy Dlrector
Medical Board of California
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California
Complainant

SD2022301222

3
(BRIDGET MERCY CHEN, M.D.y ACCUSATION NO. 800-2020-068257




