BEFORE THE
. PODIATRIC MEDICAL BOARD
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ‘

In the Matter of the First
Amended Accusation Against:
Case No. 500-2018-000751

Paul J. Brody, D.P.M

Doctor of Podiatric Medicine
Certificate No. 2963

Respondent.

DECISION

\,

The attached Stipulated Settlément and Discipiinary Order is hereby
adopted as the Decision and Order.of the Podiatric Medical Board of California,
Department of Consumer Affairs, State of California. '

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on July 24, 2026.

IT IS SO ORDERED June 26, 2026.

PODIATRIC MEPICALBOARD

Daniel Les; B/.M, PhD
Board Pfesi

DCU31 (Rev 01-2019)
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RoB BONTA
Attorney General of California
JUDITH T. ALVARADO
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 155307
300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Telephone: (213) 269-6453
Facsimile: (916) 731-2117
E-mail; Judith.Alvarado@doj.ca.gov
Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
PODIATRIC MEDICAL BOARD

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

_ In the Matter of the First Amended Accusation | Case No. 500-2018-000751

Against:

PAUL J. BRODY, D.P.M..

3831 Hughes Avenue, Suite 700 STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND
Culver City, CA 90232 DISCIPLINARY ORDER

Podiatrist License No. DPM 2963,

OAH No. 2025110089

Respondent.

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true: '
PARTIES

1. Brian Naslund (Complainant) is the Executive Officer of the Podiatric Medical Board
(Board). He brought this action solely in his official capacity and is represented in thi; matter by
Rob Bonta, Attorney Generaliof the State of California, by Judith T. Alvarado, Supervising
Deputy A&orney General. |

2. Respondent Paul J. Brody, D.P.M. (Respondent) is represented in this proceeding by
attorney C. Keith Greer, Esq., whose address is: 16855 W. Bernardo Drive, Suite 255, San
Diego, CA 92127-1626.
"
"

1 -
STIPULATED SETTLEMENT DISCIPLINARY ORDER (500-2018-000751)
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3. On or about June 11, 1982, the Board issued Podiatrist License No. DPM 2963 to
Respondent. The Podiatrist License was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the
charges brought in First Amended Accusation No. 500-2018-000751, and will expire on
December 31, 2019, unless renewed.

- JURISDICTION

First Amended Accusation No. 500-2018-000751 was filed before the Board, and is
currently pending against Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorily required
documents were properly served on Respondent on September 10, 2021. A First Amended
Accusation was filed on May 29, 2025. Respondent timely filed his Notice of Defense contesting
the Accusation.

4. A copy of First Amended Accusation No. 500-2018-000751 is attached as Exhibit A
and incorporated herein by reference.

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

5. Respondent has carefully read, discussed with counsel, and fully understands the

. charges and allegations in First Amended Accusation No. 500-2018-000751. Respondent has

also carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated
Settlement and Disciplinary Order.

6.  Respondent is fully aware of his legal rights in this matter, including the right to a
hearing on the charges and allegations in the First Amended Accusation; the right to confroﬁt and
cross-examine the witnesses against him; the right to present evidence and to testify on his own
behalf; the right to the issuance of subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the
production of documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision;
and all other rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable
laws.

7. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and
every right set forth above.

1
1
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CULPABILITY

8.  Respondent understands and agrees that the charges aﬁd allegations in First Amended
Accusation No. 500-2018-000751, if proven at a liearing, constitute cause for imposing discipline
upon his Podiatrist License.

9.  For the purpose of re‘solving the First Amehded Accusation No. 500-2018-000751 |
without the expense and uncertainty of further proceedings, Respondent agrees that, at a hearing,
Complainant could establish a factual basis for the charges in the First Amend Accusation No.
500-2018-00751, énd that Respondent hereby gives up his right to contest those charges.

10.  Respondent agrees that Podiatrist License No. DPM 2963 is subject to discipline and
he agrees to be bound by the Board's probationary terms as set forth in the Disciplinary Order
below.

CONTINGENCY

~11. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Podiatric Medical Board.
Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of thé Podiatric
Medical Board may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and
settlement, without nofic:le to or participation by Respondent or Respondent’s counsel. By signing
the stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that hem‘ay not withdraw Respondent's
agreement or seek to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it.
If the Board fails to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlementl and
Disciplinary Order shall be of no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible
in any legal action between the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action
by having considered this matter.

12.  Respondent agrees that if he ever petitions for early termination or modification of
probation, or if an accusation and/or petition fo revoke brobation is filed against him before the
Board, all of the charges and allegationé contained in First Amended Accusation No. 500-2018-
000751 shall be deemed true, correct and fully admitted by Respondent for purposes of any such
proceeding or any other licensing proceeding involving Respondent in the State of California.

1
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13. This Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is intended by the parties herein to
be an integrated writing rebresenting the complete, final and exclusive embodiment of the
agreement of the parties in this above-entitled matter:

14. The pérties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facsimile
copies of this Stipulated Séttlement and Diséiplinary Order, including PDF and facsimile -
signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the originals.

15. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that
the Board Imay, without further notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following
Disciplinary Order: |

' DISCIPLINARY ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Podiatrist Licénse No. DPM 2963 issued to Respondent
PAUL J. BRODY, D.P.M. is revoked. However, the revocation is stayed and Respondent is
placed on probation for three (3) years on the following férms'and conditions:

1. EDUCATION COURSE Within 60 days of the effective date of this Decision, and

on an annual basis thereafter, Respondent shall submit to the Board or its designee for its prior
approval educational program(s) or course(s) which shall not be less than 40 hours per year, for
each year of probation. The educational program(s) or course(s) shall be aimed at correcting any
areas of deficient practice or knowledge and shall be Category 1 certified or Board approved and
limited to classroom, conference, or seminar settings. The éducafibnal pfogram(s) or course(s)
shall be at Respondent’s expense and shall be in addition to the Continuing Medical Education
(CME) requirements, which must be scientific in nature, for renewal of licensure. Following the .
completion of each course, the Board or its designee may administer an examination to test
Respondent’s knowledge of the course. Respondent shall provide proof of attendance for 65
hours of CME of which 40 hours were in satisfaction of this condition. )

2. ETHICS COURSE Within 60 days of the effective date of this Decision,

Respondent shall enroll in a course in ethics, at Respondent’s expense, approved in advance by
the Board or its designee. Failure to successfully complete the course during the first year is a

violation of probation.

4
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An ethics course taken after the acts that gave rise to the charges in the Accusation, but
prior to the effective date of the Decision may, in the sole discretion of the Board or its designee,
be accepted towards the fulfillment of this condition if the course would have been approved by
the Board or its designee had the course been taken after the effective date of this Decision.

Respondept shall submit a certification of successful completion to the Board or its

designee not later than 15 calendar days after the effective date of the Decision.

3. MONITORING - BILLING Within 30 days of the effective date of this Decision,
the entire practice shall be monitored, limited to the following: billing records.

The Board shall immediately, within the exercise of reasonable discretion, appoint a doctér
of podiatric medicine from its panel of medical consultants or panel of expert reviewers as the
monitor.

The monitor shall provide quarterly reports to the Board or its designee which include an
evaluation of Respondent’s billing practices, indicating whether Respondent’s billing practices
are within the standards of practice of podiatric medicine and whether Respondent is billing
appropri;f{ély.

The Board or its designee shall determine the frequency that Respondent’s billing practices
are to be monitored. Such monitoring shall be required during the entire period of probation.
However, after the first year of probation and at the discretion of the monitor, if the monitor
determines that Respondent’s billing practices require no further monitoring, the monitor may
make a recommendation to the Board to end this term of probation. The Board reserves the right
to evaluate the monitor’s recommendation and to exercise its discretion whether to grant the
request or to take ar;y other action deemed appropriate and reasonable under the circumstances.

Respondent shall pay all costs of such monitoring and shall otherwise comply with all
requirements of his or her contract with the monitor. The Podiatry Billing Monitoring Contract
will be provided by the Board. If the monitor terminates the contract, or is no longer available,
the Board or its designee shall appoint a new monitor immediately. Respondent shall not practice
at any time during probation until Respondent provides a copy of the. contract with the current

monitor to the probation investigator and such contract is approved by the Board.

5
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Respondent shall make all records available for immediate inspection and copying on the
premises by the monitor at all times during business hours and shall retain the records for the -
entire term of probation. Failure to maintain all records, or to make all appropriate records
available for immediate inspection and copying on thé premises, or to comply with this condition
as outlined above, is a violation of probation.

In lieu of a billing monitor, Respondent may participate in the professional enhancement
program offered by the Physician Assessment and Clinical Education Program at the University
of California, San Diego School of Medicine, that includes, at minimum, quarterly billing review
and semi-annual review of professional growth and education. Respondent shall participate in the

professional enhancement program at Respondent’s expense during the term of probation.

4.  NOTIFICATION Prior to engaging in the practice of medicine, the Respondent shall
provide a true copy of the Decision(s) and Accusation(s) to the Chief of Staff of the Chief
Executive Officer at every hospital where privileges or membership are extended to Respondent,
at any other facility where Respondent engages in the practice of podiatric medicine, including all
physician and locum tenens registries or other similar agencies, and to the Chief Executive
Officer at every insurance carrier which extends malpractice insurance coverage to Respondent.
Respondent shall submit proof of compliance to the Division or its desigriee within 15 calendar
days. ‘

This condition shall apply to any change(s) in hospitals, other facilities or insurance carrier.

5. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS Prior to receiving assistance from a physician assistant,

Respondent must notify the supervising physician of the terms and conditions of his probation.

6. OBEY ALL LAWS Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws, all rules

governing the practice of podiatric medicine in California and remain in full compliance with any
court ordered criminal probation, payments, and other orders.

7. QUARTERLY DECLARATIONS Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations

under penalty of perjury on forms provided by the Board, stating whether there has been
compliance with all the conditions of probation. Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations

not later than 10 calendar days after the end of the preceding quarter.

6
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8. PROBATION COMPLIANCE UNIT Respondent shall comply with the Board’s

probation unit. Respondent shall, at all times, keep the Board informed of Respondent’s business
and residence addresses. Changes of such addresses shall be immediately communicated in
writing tothe Board or its designee. Under no circumstances shall a post office box serve as an
address of record, except as allowed by Business and Professions Code section 2021(b).

Respondent shall not engage in the practice of podiatric medicine in Respondent’s place of
residence. Re§pondent shall maintain a current and renewed California doctor of podiatric
medicine’s lic;:nse.

Respondent shall immediately inform the Board or its designee, in writing, of travel to any
areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more than 30
calendar days.

9.  INTERVIEW WITH THE BOARD OR ITS DESIGNEE Respondent shall be

available in person for interviews either at Respondent’s place of business or at the probation unit
office with the Board or its designee, upon request, at various intervals and either with or without
notice throughout the term of probation.

10.  RESIDING OR PRACTICING OUT-OF-STATE fn the event Respondent should

leave the State of California to reside or to practice, Respondent shall notify the Board or ité |
designee in writing 30 calendar days prior to the dates of departure and return. Non-practice is
defined as any period of time exceeding 30 calendar days in which Respondent is not engaging in
any activities defined in section 2472 of the Business and Professions Code.

All time spent in an intensive training program ogtside the State of California which has
been approved by the Board or its designee shall be considered as time spent in the practice of
medicine within the State. A Board-ordered suspension of practice shall not be considered as a
period of non-practice. Periods of temporary or permanent residence or practice outside
California will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term. Periods of temporary or
permanent residence or practice outside California will relieve Respondent of the responsibility to
comply with the probationary terms and conditions, with the exception of this condition, and the

following terms and conditions of probation: Obey All Law; Probation Unit Compliance; and

v

7
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Cost Recovery. '

Respondent’s license shall be automatically cancelled if Respondent’s periods of temporary
or permanent residence or practice outside California totals two years. However, Respondent’s
license shall not be cancelled as long as Respondent is residing and practicing podiatric medicine
in another state of the United States and is on active probation with the medical licensing
authority of that state, in which case the two year period shall begin on the date probation is

completed or terminated in that state.

11. FAILURE TO PRACTICE PODIATRIC MEDICINE - CALIFORNIA RESIDENT
In the event the Respondent resides in the State of éalifornia and for any reason Respondent stops
practicing podiatric medicine in California, Respondent shall notify the Board or its designee in
writing witﬁin 30 calendar déy’s prior to the dates of non-practicevand return to practice. Any
period of non-practice within California as defined in this condition will not apply to the
reduction of the probationary term and does not relieve Respondent of the responsibility to
comply with the terms and conditions of probation. Non-practice is defined as any period of time
exceeding thirty calendar days in which Respondent is not engaging in any activities defined in
section 2472 of the Business and Professions Code.

All time spent in an intensive training program which has been approved by the Board orl its
designee shall be considered time spent in the practice of medicinle. For purposes of this
condition, non-practice due to a Board-ordered suspension or in compliance with any other
cc;ndition of probation shall not be considered a period of non-practice.

Respondent’s license shall be automatically cancelled if Respondent resides in California
and for a total of two years, fails to engage in California in any of the activities described in
Business and Professions Code section 2472.

12. COMPLETION OF PROBATION Respondent shall comply with all financial

obligations (e.g., cost recovery, restitution, probation costs) not later than 120 calendar days prior
to the completion of probation. Upon successful completion of probation, Respondent’s

certificate will be fully restored.

13. VIOLATION OF PROBATION If Respondent violates probation in any respect, the

8
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Board, after giving Respondent notice and the opportunity to be heard, may revoke probation z)m\d
carry out the disciplinary order that was stayed. If an accusation or petition to revoke probation is
filed against Respondent during probation, the Board shall have continuingjurisd‘iction until the
matter is final, the period of probation shall be extended until the matter is final, and no petition
for modification of penalty shall be considered while there is an accusation or petition to revoke
probation pending against Respondent.

14.  COST RECOVERY Within 90 calendar days from the effective date of the Decision

or other period agreed to by the Board or its designee, Respondent shall reimburse the Board the
amount of $9,119.25 (Nine thousand one hundred nineteen dollars and twenty-five cents), for its
investigative and prosecution costs. The filing of bankruptcy or period of non-practice by -
Respondent shall not relieQe the Respondent of his obligation to reimburse the Board for its costs.

15. LICENSE SURRENDER Following the effective date of this Decision, if

Respondent ceases practicing due to retirement or health reasons, or is otherwise unable vto satisfy
the terms and conditions of probation, Respondent may request the voluntary surrender of
Respondent’s license. The Board reserves the right to evaluate the Respondent’s request and to
exercise its discretion whether to grant the request or to take any other action deemed appropriate
and reasonable under the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrender, Respondent
shall within 15 calendar days deliver Respondent’s wallet and wall certificate to the Board or its
designee and resbondent shall no longer practice podiatric medicine. Respondent will no longef
be subject to the terms and conditions of probation and the surrender of Respondent’s license
éhall be deemed disciplinary action. If Respondent re-apblies for a podiatric medical license, the
application shall be treated as a petition for reinstatement of a revoked certificate.

16. PROBATION MONITORING COSTS Respondent shall pay the costs associated

with probation monitoring each and every yeaf of probation as designated by the Board, which |
may be adjusted on an annual basis. Such costs shall be payable to the Board of Podiatric
Medicine and delivered to the Board or its designee within 60 days after the start of the new fiscal
year. Failure to pay costs within 30 calendar days of this date is a violatioh of pi‘obation.

17. NOTICE TO EMPLOYEES Respondent shall, upon or before the effective date of

9
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this Decision, post or circulate a notice which actually recites the offenses for which Respondent
has been disqiplined and the terms and conditions of probation to all employees involved in his
practice. Within fifteen (1‘5) days of the effective date of this Decision, Respondent shall cause
his employees to report to the Board in writing; acknowledging the employees have read the
Accusation and Decision in the case and understand Respondent’s terms and conditions of
probation.

18.  CHANGES OF EMPLOYMENT Respondent shall notify the Board in writing,

through the assigned probation officer, of any and all changes of employment, location, and
address within thirty (30) days of such change.
19. COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIRED CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION

Respondent shall submit satisfactory proof biennially to the Board of compliance with the
requirement to complete fifty hours of approved continuing medical education, and meet
continuing competence requirements for re-licensure during each two (2) year renewal period.

20. FUTURE ADMISSIONS CLAUSE If Respondent should petition for early

termination or modification of probation, or if an Accusation and/or Petition to Revoke Probation
is filed against the Respondent before the Board, or Respondent should ever apply or reapply for
a new license or certification, and/or file a petition for reinstatement of\ a license, before the Board
or any other health care licensing action agency in the State of California, éll of the charges and
allegations contained in First Amended Accusation No. 500-2018-000751 shall be deemed to be
true, correct, and fully admitted by Respondent for the purpose of any Stgtement of Issues or any
disciplinary proceeding seeking to deny, restrict, or revoke licensure or any petition procéeding
seeking to reinstate licensure or modify probation.

I | |

"

1

"

"

"
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ACCEPTANCE,

discussed it with my attorney, C. Keith Greer, Esq. 1 understand the stipulation and the effect it
_ will have on my Podiatrist License. I enter into this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order
. voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be bound by the Decision and Order of the

' Podiatric Medical Board.

Signed by:
3/30/2026 EQ!

7S60FE7A45A046E ...

DATED:

PAUL J. BRODY, D.P.M.
Respondent

1 have read and fully discussed with Respondent Paul J. Brody, D.P.M. the terms and

|- conditions and other matters contained in the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order. }

"1 approve its form and content.

Attorney foz—? R __;é'pondent

ENDORSEMENT

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully

submitted for consideration by the Podiatric Medical Board.

" DATED: . 5 | Respectfully submitted,

ROB BONTA _ _,
Attorney General of Cali{ornia db |
H {, Digitally signed by !
JUd Ith +Judith Alvarado
7 Date: 2026.03.30
Alvarad O,/ 1646225 -07'00
JUDITH T. ALVARADO
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
Attorneys for Complainant

1 LA2019504274

t ' »

I have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order and have fully

~ T STIPULATED SETTLEMENT DISCIPLINARY ORDER (500-2018-000751) -
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ROB BONTA

Attorney General of California
JUDITH T, ALVARADO.

Supervising Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 155307 -

- 300 South Spring Street, Suite 1702
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Telephone: (213) 269-6453
Facsfmile: (916) 731-2117
E-mail; Judith.Alvarado@doj.ca.goy

Attorneys for Complainant

o BEFORE THE
PODIATRIC MEDICAL BOARD

DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
©  STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the First Amended Accusation | Case No. 500-2018-000751
Against: '

OAH No.
PAUL J. BRODY, D.P.M, ‘
3831 Hughes Avenue, Suite 700 . FIRST AMENDED ACCUSATION
Culver City, CA 90232 - o
Podiatrist License No. DPM 2963,

. Respondent,

PARTIES

- [.  Brtian Naslund (Complainant) brings this First Amended Accusation solely in his

officlal capacity as the Executive Officer of the Podiatric Medioal Board, Department of

“Consumet Affairs,

2. Onorabout June 11, 1982, Podiatric Medical Board issued Podiatrist License

Number DPM 2963 to Paul J, Brody, D.P.M. {Respondent). The Podiatrist License was infull '

. force and effect at all times relevant to the charges. brought herein and will expire on December

31, 2025, unless renewed. .
JURISDICTION .
3. Pirst Amended Accusation Is brought before the Podiatric Medical Board (Board)

under the authority of the following laws. All éecti_on references are to the Business and

"P/rofessions Cade (Code) unless otherwise indicated,

1
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4,  Section 2222 of the Code states:

The California Board of Podiatric Medicine shall enforos and administer this
article as to doctors of podiatric medicine, Any acts of unprofessional conduict ot
other violations proscribed by this chapter are applicable to licensed doctors of
podiatric medicine and wherever the Medical Quality Hearing Panel established
under Section 11371 of the.Government Code is vested with the authority 1o enforce
and carry out this chapter as to licensed physicians and.surgeons, the Medical Quality
Hegliiqg Panel also possesses that same authority as to licensed doctors of podiatrio
medicine, ‘ ‘ :

The California Board of Podiatric Medicine may order the denial of an application.or
issue a certificate subject to conditions as set forth in Sectlon 2221, or order the
revocation, suspension, or other restrictlon of, or the modification of that penalty, and
the teinstatement of any certificate of a doctor of podiatric medicine within its
authority as granted by this chapter and in conjunction with the administrative hearing
procedures established pursuant to Sections 11371, 11372, 11373, and 11529 of the
Government Code. For these purposes, the California Board of Podiatric Médicine
shall exercise the powers granted and be governed by the procedures set forth in this
chapter. , '

5. Section 2227 of the Code provides that a-licensee who is found guiity under the
Medical Practice Act may have hls or her license révbked, suspended for a petiod not to exceed
one year, placed on probation and tequited to pay the costs of probation ‘monitoring,h or such other
action taken in relation to discipline as the Board deems proper. -

6.  Section 22'28'.1 of the Code states.

- {a) On and after July 1,2019, except u$ otherwise provided in subdivision (c),
the board and the Podiatric Medioal Board of California shall require a licensee to
provide a separate disclosure that includes the licensee’s probation status, the length
of the probation, the probation end date, all practice restrictions placed on the licensee
by the board, the board’s telephone number, and an explanation of how tho patient
can find furthet information on the licensee’s probation on the licensee’s profile page
on the boatd’s online license information internet web site, to a patient or the
patient’s guardian or health care surrogate before the paticnt’s first visit following the
probationary order while the llcensce is on probation pursuant to a probationary ordet
made on and after July 1, 2019, in any of the following circumstances: .

(1) A final adjudication by the board following an administrative hearing or
admitted findings or prima facie showing in a stipulated settlement establishing any
of the following;:

(A) The commission of any act of sexual abuse, misconduct, or relations with a
patient or client as defined in Sectlon 726 or 729, ‘

(B) Drug or alcohol abuse directly resulting in harm to-patients or the extent
that such use impairs the abjlity of the licensee to practice safely.

(C) Criminal conviction directly involving harm to patient health.

2
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(D) Inappropriate prescribing resulting in harm to patients and & probationary
period of five years ot more, '

(2) An accusation or statement of issues alleged that the licensee commiitted any
of'the acts described in subparagraphs (A) to (D), inclusive, of paragraph (1), and a
stipulated settlement based upon a nolo contendre or other similar compromise that
does not include any prima facie showing or admission of guilt or fact gut does
include an express acknowledgment that the disclosure requirernents of this section
would serve to proteet the public interest. :

(b) A licensee required to provide a disclosure pursuant to subdivision (a) shall
abtain from the patient, ot the patient's guardian or health care sutrogate, a separate,
signed copy of that disclosure, - ‘

(c) A licensee shiall not be required to provide & disclosure pursuant to

subdivision (a) if any of. the following applies:

(1) The patient is unconscious or otherwise unable to comprehend the
disclosure and sign the copy of the disclosure pursuant to subdivision (b) and a
guardian or health care surrogate Is uriavailabls to comprehend the disclosure and
sign the copy. :

(2) The visit ocours in an emergency room or an urgent care facility or the visit
is unscheduled, including consultations in inpatient facilities,

(3).The licensee who will be treating the patient during the visit is not known to
the patient until immediately prior to the atatt of the visit,

(4) The licensee does not have 2 direct treatment re]atiénshi p with the patient,

(d) On and after July , 2019, the board shall provide the following
information, 'with respect to licensees-on probation and licensees practicing under
probationary liceses, in plain view on the licensee’s profile page on the board’s
online license information internet web site, -

(l? For probation imposed pursuant to a sti ulated settlement, the causes
alleged In the operative accusation along with a designation identifying those causes
by which the licensee bas expressly admitted guilt and a statement that acoeptance of
the settlement is not an admission of guilt,

(2) .For_ probation imposed by an adjudicated decision of the board, the causes o
for probation stated in the final probationary order,

(3) For a licensee granted & probationary Iiceﬁse, the causes by which the
probationary license was imposed, '

(4) The length of the probation and end date.
(5) All practice restrictions.placed on the license by the board.

(e) Section 2314 shall not apply to this section.

7. Section 2305 of the Code provides that the revocation, suspengion, or other discipline,

restrictlon or {imitation imposed by another state upon a license to practice medicine issued by

3
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that state, that would have beerr grounds for discipline in Caltfornia under the Medical Practice

Act, constitutes grounds for discipline for unprofessional conduct.

8.  Section 141 of the Code states:

(a) For any licensee holding a license issued by a board under the jurisdiction of

the department, a disciplinary action taken by another state, by any agency of the

federal government, or by another country for ahy act substantialg' related to the
g_ractice regulated by the California license, may be & ground for disciplinaty action
y-the respective state licensing board. A certified copy of the record of the
disciplinary action taken against the licensee by another state, an agency of the
fedetal government, ot another country shall be conclusive evidence of the events
related therein, '

(b) Nothing in this section shall preclude a board from applying a specific
statutory provision in the licensing act administered by that board that provides for
disoipline based upon a disciplinary actlon taken against the licensee by another state,
an agency of the federal government, or anothet country. ~

9.  Section 2497 of the Code states:

(a) The bosrd may order the denial of an application for, or the suspension of;
or the tevocation of, or the imposition of probationary conditions upon, a certificate
to practice podiatric medicine for any of the causes set forth in Article 12
(commencing with Section 2220) in accordanee with Section 2222,

(b) The board may hear all matters, including but not limited to, any contested
case of may assign any such mattets to an admlnistrative law judge. The proceedings
shall be hei’d in accordance with Section 2230. If a oontested case is heard by the
boatd itsolf, the administrative law judge who presided at the hearing shall be present
duting the board’s consideration of the case and shall assist and advise the board.

STATUTORY PROVISIONS

10, Section 2234 of the Code states:

The boérd shall take action against any licensee who is charged with
unprofessional conduct, In addition to other provisions of this article, unptofessional
conduct includes, but is not limited to, the following:

(a) Violating or attempting to violate, directly or indirectly, assisting in or
abetting the violation of, or conspiring to violate any provision of this chapter.

(b) Gross negligence,

(c) Repeated negligent acts. To be repeated, there must be two or more -
negligent acts or omissions. " An jnitial negligent act or omission followed by &
separate and distinct departure ftom the applicable standard of care shall constitute
repeated negligent acts. _

(1? An initial negligent diagnosis followed by an act or omission medlcally
appropriate for that negligent diagnosis of the patient shall constitute a single

negligent act.
4
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(2) When the standard of care requires a change in the diagnosis, act, or
omission that constitutes the negligent act described in paragraph (1), including, but
not limited to, a tcevaluation of the diagnosis or & chango in treatment, and the
licensee’s conduct departs from the applicable standatd of care, each departure
constitutes a separate and distinct breach of the standard of care,

(d) Incompetence, -

(¢) The commission of any act involving dishonesty or corruption that is
substantially related to.the qualifications, functions, or duties of a physician and
surgeon, :

() Any action or conduct that would have warranted the denial of a certificate,

(&) The failure by a certlficate holder, In the absence of good cause, to attend
and participate it an intetview by the board no later than 30 calendar days after being
notified by the board. This subdivision shall only apply to a certificate holder who is
the subject of an investigation by the board. :

(h) Any action of the licensee, or another person acting on behalf of the
licensee, intended to cauge their patient or their patient’s authorized reprosentative to
tesoind consent to release the patient’s medical records to the board of the
Department of Consumer Affairs, Health Quality Investigation Unit.

(i) Dissuading, intimidating, or tanipering with a patient, witness, or any person
in an attempt to prevent them from reporting or testifying about a licensee,

11, Sectioh 2236 of the Cede states:

(a) The convietion of any offense substantially related to the qualifications,
functions, or duties of a physlcian and surgeon constitutes uhprofessional conduct
within the meaning of this chapter [Chapter 5, the Medical Practice Act]. The.record
of conv(iiction shaIF be conclusive evidence only of the fact that the conviction
occurred, - :

) The district attorney, ity attorney, or other prosecuting agency shall notify
the Medical Board of the pendency of an action against a licensee charging a felony
or misdemeanor immediately upon obtaining information that the defendant is a
licensee. The notice shall identify the licensee and describe the orimes charged and
the facts alleged, The prosecuting agency shall also notify the clerk of the court in
which the action is pending that tﬁe defetidant is a licensee, and the clerk shall record
prominently in the file that the defendant holds a license as a physician and surgeon.

(c) The clerk of the court in which a licensee is convicted of 3 crime shall,
within 48 Hours after the conviction, transmit a certified copy of the record of
conviotion to the board, The division may inquire into the circumstances surrounding
the commlgsion of a ctime {n order to fix the gegree of discipline ot to determine if
the conviction i of an offense substantially relafed to the qualifications, functions, or
duties of a physician and surgeon.

(d) A plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction after a plea of nolo contendere is
deemed to be a conviction within the meaning of this section and Section 22361,
The record of conviction shall be conclusive evidence of the fact that the conviction
cocurred. .

5
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12. Section 2261 of the Code states:

. Knowingly making or sighing any cettificate or other document directly or
Indirectly related to the practice of medicine or podiatry which falsely represents the
existence or nonexistence of a state of facts, constitutes unprofessional conduet,

13, Section 49Q of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that.a board may suspend or

revoke a license on the ground that the licensee has been convicted of a crime substantially

related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of the business ot prbfession for which the

license was issued.

m
i

COST RECOVERY
14.  Sectlon 2497.5 of the Code states: |

(8) The board may request the administrative law. judge, under his orher -
proposed decision in resolution of a disciplinary proceeding before the board, to
direct any licensee found guilfy of un rofessionafconduct to pay to the board-a sum
né)t to exceed the actual and reasonable costs of the investigation and prosecuytion of
the case,

(b) The costs to be assessed shall be fixed by the -adminiétrati,ve. law judge and
shall not be increased by the board unless the board does not adopt a propos
decision and in making its own decision finds grounds for increasing the costs to be

‘assessed, not to exceed the actual and reasonable costs of the investigation and

prosecution of the case. .

4

(c) When the payment directed in the board’s order for payment of costs is not
made by the licensee, the board may enforce the order for payrhent by bringing an
action in any approptiale court. This right of enforcement shall be in addition to any
other rights the board may have as to any licensee directed to pay costs,

(d) In any judicial action for the reéovery of costs, proof of the board’s decision
shall be conclusive proof of the'validity of the order of payment and the terms for
payment. : ' ' A

©l6); Excépt as provided in paragraph (2), the board shall not renew or
reinstate the license of any licensee who has failed to pay all of the costs ordered .
under this section. :

" (2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the board may, in its discretion,
conditionally renew or reinstate for a maximum of one year the license of any .
licensee who demonstrates financial hardship and who enters into a formal agreement
with the board to reimburse the board within that one year period for those unpaid
costs. '

(f) All costs recovered under this section shall be deposited in the Board of
Podiatric Medicine Fund as a teimbursement in either the fiscal year in which the
costs ate actually recovered or the previous fiscal year, as the board may direct,

6
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.was charged with violating 18 United States Code section 1341 (mail fraud), and 18 United States

‘ subdi\}ision (h), a felony.

 participated in a plan to obtain'money and property from a health care benefit plan established by

.Respondent paid and caused others at Port Medical Clinics to pay cash to ILWU-PMA Plan

.members? to receive medical procedures at Culver City Surgical, Respondent submitted claims

' Judge John A, Kronstadt (JAK), the new case number reflected the teansfer: 2:18-cr00188 TAK,

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS .
15, On or about September 12, 2018, Respondent caused a Criminal Action Reporting
Form to be filed with the Board. That form advised the Board that an Information had been filed

against Respondent in the Uhited States District Court, Central District of California, Respondent

Code section 2, subdivision (h) (causing an act to be done); no arrest had been made,

16, Following an investigation, the Board learned that the Information was filed on April
6, 2018, in the case of United States of America v. Paul J, BrodJ;, United States District Court for
the Central District of Californla, case number 2:18-cr-00188 CAS.' Respondent was charged
with violating 18 United States Code section 1341 and 18 United Statos Code section 2,

17, The facts alleged in the Information state that Respondent, the owner of Culver City

Surgical, and other defendants, knowingly and with intent to defraud, devised, executed and

The International ‘Longshoremen’s and Watehousemen’s Union-Pacific Matitime Assqciéti on
Welfare Plan (ILWU-PMA P/lhn). That health care plan was establishqd for the benefit of eligible
active and retired ILWU memﬁers, their qualified depepdents and survivors,

18, Respondent paid kickbacks to .thc owners and operators of Port Medic_él Clinics
located in Lonngeach and San Pedro, California, for ILWU-PMA Plan member referrals.

for reimbursement for services that were provided at Culver City Surgical to the ILWU-PMA
Plan, _ ‘

19, Respondent knowingly concealed from the ILWUPMA Plan material facts, including
that he paid kickbacks to the owners and opetators of Poit Medical Clinics for the TLWU-PMA

! On April 24, 2018, the case was transferred from Judge Christina A, Snyder (CAS) to

% The Information included a specific plan member identified in this Accusation us Patient
1. . - ‘ :

7
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Plan member referrals, including Patient 1, and Respondent caused others to pay remuneration to
ILWU-PMA Plan members to induce them to receive medjcal procedures at his surgery center,

Culver City Surgical.
20.  On or about April 5, 2013, Respondent, along with other defendants, in furtherance of

‘the fraudulent scheme, willfully caused a check drawn on a bank account with Coastwise Claims,

to be placed in an autharized United States Postal Service depository for mall, to be sent and
delivered by the United States Postal Service to Culver City Surgical. The check was payable to
Culver City Surgical in the sum of $50,982.92, for setvices including those provided to Patient 1
on ot about November 8, 2012, .

21.  On or about August 14, 2018, Respondent waived reading of the indictment and was
arralgned, |

22, On or about Septembet 27, 2018, Respondent was convieted, by way of a plea of
guilty, of Count 1 as charged in the Information,

23, On information and bellef, Respondent was sentenced on or about August 25, 2021,

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE ‘
(Discipline, Restriction, or Limitation Imposed by an Agency of the Federal
Government)

24, Respondent, Paul I, Brody, D.P.M. is subject to disciplinary action under sections
2305 and 141, subdivision (a),- of the Code in that he was subjected to discipline, restriction, or .
li&imtion imposed by an agency of the federal governmient, The circumstances are as follows:

25. In its January 27, 2021, Decision, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
(CMS) upheld the determination of its administrative contracior, Noridian Healthcare Solutions
(Noridian), to revoke the Medicaré enrollment and billing privileges of Respondent. (See -
Depariment of Health and Human Services, Departmental Appeals Bo.araﬁ Civil Remedies
Division, Paul Brody, DPM (NPI: 1376578351; PTANS: E2963, CB232420) v. Centers for N
Medicare & Medicaid Services, Docket No, C-20-654, Decision No. CR 5799 (Decislon).)

26, On or about January 8, 2020, Noridian revoked Respondent’s Mediocate entollment

and billing privileges pursuant to 42 Code of Federal Regulations section 424,535, subdivisions

8

(PAUL J. BRODY, D.P.M.) FIRST AMENDED ACCUSATION CASE NO, 500-2018-000751




3%

B W

- 10
11
12
13

14 |

15
16
17

18 4|
19

20
21
22
23
24
25
26

28

2020, Respondent was int‘érmed by Noridlan that it was establishing a bar to his re-entolliment

“and that he may be able to re-entoll in oraround September 28, 2028,

O 0 N3 N

|| not dlspute his inclusion on the CMS preclusion list,

| subdwxslon @03).

-pursuant to 42 Code of Federal Regulations seetion 424,535, subdivision (@)(3), nor his placcment .

27

(@)(3), (4), and (9). Notidian explained that revocation was warranted based on Respondeni’s
September 27, 2018, felony. conviction for mail fraud in violation of 18 United States Code
sections 1341 and 2, In the United States District Court, Central District of Califotnia, Noridian

also inforqu Respondent that heAwould be placed on CMS’s preciusion list; effective July 1,

- 27, Respondent sought reconsideration of the re\}ocatldn order arguing that he had not

been convicted of a felony pursuant to 42 Code of Federal Regulatiom sectlon 1001.2, He did

28, In a reconsidered deberminatlon,‘dated May 12, 2020, Respondent was advised that
Noridian correctly tevoked his enrollment and billing privileges, pursuant to 42 Code of Federal
Regulations section 424,535, subdivision ()(3). __

29.  CMS considered Respondent’s guilty plea in United States of America v, Paul J,
Brody, United States District Court for the Central Distric;t of California, case number 2:18-cr-
00188 CAS, to be a felony conviction, as defined under 42 Code of Federal Regulat(ons section

1001.2, for purposcs of revocation under 42 Code of cherul Regulations section 424,533,

30.  Inupholding Respondent’s placement on the preclusion list, CMS took into
consideration that Respondent engaged in a fraudulent scheme by paying kickbacks to the owners
and operators of [a clinic] in exchange for referrals of Plan Mcmbers to hxs own provider
group,...In order to pay the kickbacks to the owners and operators....[Respondent] wrote checks
to individuals and entities associated with [the clinic], disguising the nature of the checks by
falsely characterizing the check as payment for expenses, CMS found [Rcspohdent’s] conduct to
be severe in nature because it called into question his integrity and trustworthiness,

310 At hearing, Respondent did not dlspute the revooation of his. blllmg privileges

on the preclusion list. The sole {ssue on review was whether Noridiah aitd CMS had a legitimate

basis to revoke Respondent’s enrollment and billing privileges, effective Séptember 27,2018, the

9
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date Respondent enteted his guilty plea to the Information. Notably, Respondent was not
“challenging the fact that he plead g@ilty or the facts regarding the underlying condugt that led to
his plea,” and he concedes that “CMS will still have gtounds to terminate [his] privileges under
42 Code of Fedetal Regulations section 424.535, subdivision (8)(3).” It was also determined that
the proper effective date of the revocation of Respondent’s enrollment and billing privileges is
September 27, 2018, as set by regulation, 42 42 Co_dé of Federal Regulations section 424,535,
subdivision (g):

32.  Respondent’s conduct and the action taken in the January 27, 2021 Decision of CMS,
a federal agency, upholding Norldian’s revocation of Respondent’s Medicare enroilment and
billing privileges, as set forth paragraphs 23 through 31, above, conétitute unprofessional conduot
and cause for discipline pursuant to sections 2305 and 141, subdivision (a) of the Code.

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(Conviction of a Substantially Related Crime) )

33, Respondent Paul J, Brody, D.P.M. is subject to disciplinary action under soctions 490
and 2236 of the Code in that he was convicted of a crime substantially related to the
quallfications, functions, or duties of a podiatrist. The circumstances aro as follows:

34. The facts and allega_tioné set forth in paragraphs 15 through 23, above, are
incorporated hetein by reference as if fully set forth.

THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(_bishonest and Corrupt Aoté)

35, Respondent Paul J. Bro'dy, D.P.M., is subjéct to disciplinary action under section
234, subdivision (e), of the Code in that he engaged in dishonest and corrupt acts. The
bircums‘tances are as follows:

36. ‘The facts and allegations set forth in paragraphs 15 through 32, above, are
incorporated herein by reference as if full'y set forth,

I
i
1
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|| costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and Professions

FQURTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(False Repxesentatlons Unprofessional Conduct)

37 Respondent Paull, Brody, D.P.M. is subject to disciplinary action under scctlon 2234
as defined by section 2261 of the Code in that he knowingly made or signed documents directly
or indirectly related to the practice of podiatry which falsely represented the existence or
nonexistence of a‘stat;. of facts, thereby conéfituting unprofessional conduct.

38.  The facts and allegations set forth in paragraphs 15 through 32, above, are
incorporated herein by reforence as if fully set forth,

FIFTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Unprofessional Conduct)

39, Respondent Paul J. Bm&y, D.P.M. is subject to disciplinary action under Code section
2234, in that he committed unprofessional conduct,

40.  The facts aﬁd allegations set forth in paragraphs 15 through 32, abox)e, are
incorporated herein by reference as if fully set forth. ’

X | PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Podiatric Medical Board issue a decision:

1. Revokingor suspending Podiatrist License Number DPM 2963, issued to PAUL J.
BRODY, D.P.M,; '

2. Ordering Paul J, Brody, D.P.M. to pay the Podiatric Medical Board the reasonable

Code section 2497.5 and if placed on probation, the costs of probation monitoring; and, -

3. Taking such other and further actlon as deemed necessary and,p f@p}

e, MAY 292025 %,\ Cays

BRIAN NASLUND

Executive Officer

Paodiatric Medical Board
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

Complainant

LA2019504274
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