BEFORE THE
" MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against:
John Ramsay Walters, M.D. MBC Case No. 800-2023-095597

Physician's and Surgeon's
Certificate No. G 36595

Respondent.

ORDER CORRECTING NUNC PRO TUNC
CLERICAL ERROR IN “EFFECTIVE DATE” PORTION OF DECISION

On its own motion, the Medical Board of California (hereafter “Board”) finds that
there is a clerical error in the Decision in the above-entitled matter and that such clerical
error should be corrected. :

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Decision in the above-entitled matter be and
hereby amended and corrected nunc pro tunc as of the date of entry of the Order to
reflect that the effective date of the Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary
Order is December 31, 2025.

October 3, 2025
L

Reji Varghese
Executive Director

DCUSY (Rev 01-201%)



BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation
Against:
John Ramsay Walters, M.D. | case No. 800-2023-095597

'Physician's, and Surgeon's
Certificate No. G 36595

Respondent.:

DECISION

The attached Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order
is hereby adopted as the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of
California, Department of Consumer Affairs, State of California.

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m.on October 2,

2025.17-1S SO ORDERED September 25, 2025,

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

S s

Reji Varghese
Executive Director

DCLI35 {Rev 1372021}
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ROB BONTA

Attorney General of California

ALEXANDRA M. ALVAREZ

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

JOSEPH F. MCKENNA III

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 231195

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

600 West Broadway, Suite 1800

San Diego, California 92101

P.O. Box 85266

San Diego, California 92186-5266
Telephone: (619) 738-9417
Facsimile: (619) 645-2061

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2023-095597
JOHN RAMSAY WALTERS, M.D. OAH No. 2025030604
703 North A Street
Oxnard, California 93030 STIPULATED SURRENDER OF

LICENSE AND DISCIPLINARY ORDER
Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate
No. G 36595,

Respondent.

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true:
PARTIES

1. Reji Varghese (Complainant) is the Executive Director of the Medical Board of
California (Board). He brought this action solely in his official capacity and is represented in this
matter by Rob Bonta, Attorney General of the State of California, and by Joseph F. McKenna III,
Deputy Attorney General.

2. John Ramsay Walters, M.D., (Respondent) is represented in this proceeding by
attorney Raymond J. McMahon, Esq., whose address is: 5440 Trabuco Road, Irvine, CA, 92620.

1
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3. On or about May 30, 1978, the Board issued Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate
No. G 36595 to Respondent. That license was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the
charges brought in Accusation No. 800-2023-095597 and will expire on July 31, 2027, unless

renewed.

JURISDICTION

4.  On October 4, 2024, Accusation No. 800-2023-095597 was filed before the Board
and is currently pending against Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorily required
documents were properly served on Respondent on October 4, 2024. Respondent failed to timely
file a Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation. On December 6, 2024, the Board filed Default
Decision and Order No. 800-2023-095597 against Respondent. On or about January 3, 2025,
Respondent contacted the Board about the Default Decision and Order filed against him. On
January 6, 2025, the Board vécated the Default Decision and Order and reinstated the Accusation
proceeding initially filed against Respondent. A true and correct copy of Accusation No. 800-
2023-095597 is attached hereto as Exhibit A and incorporated by reference as if fully set forth
herein. |

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

5.  Respondent has carefully read, discussed with counsel, and fully understands the
charges and allegationé in Accusation No. 800-2023-095597. Respondent also has carefully read,
discussed with counsel, and fully understands the effects of this Stipulated Surrender of License
and Order.

6. Respondeﬁt is fully aware of his legal rights in this matter, including the right to a
hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to confront and cross-examine
the witnesses against him; the right to present evidence and to testify on his own behalf; the right
to the issuance of subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of
documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other
rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws.

7. Having the benefit of counsel, respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently

waives and gives up every right set forth above.

2
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CULPABILITY

8.  Respondent understands and agrees that the charges and allegations contained in
Accusation No. 800-2023-095597, if proven at a hearing, constitute cause for imposing discipline
upon his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. G 36595.

9.  Respondent stipulates that, at a hearing, Complainant could establish a prima facie
case or factual basis for the charges and allegations contained in the Accusation; that he gives up
his right to contest those charges and allegations contained in the Accusation; and that he has
thereby subjected his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate to disciplinary action. .

10. Respondent hereby surrenders his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate for the
Board’s formal acceptance.

CONTINGENCY

11. Business and Professions Code section 2224, subdivision (b), provides, in pertinent
part, that the Medical Board “shall delegate to its executive director the authority to adopta ...
stipulation for sdrrender of a license.”

12. Respondent understands that, by signing this stipulation, he enables the Executive
Director of the Board to issue an order, on behalf of the Board, accepﬁng the surrender of his
Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. G 36595 without further notice to, or opportunity to be
heard by, Respondent. .

13. This Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order shall be subject to the
approval of the Executive Director on behalf of the Board. The parties agree that this Stipulated
Surrender of License Iand Disciplinary Order shall be submitted to the Executive Director fof his
consideration in the above-entitled rﬁatter and, further, that the Executive Director shall have a
reasonable period in which to consider and act on this Stipul-ated Surrender of License and
Disciplinary Order after receiving it. By signing this stipulation, Respondent fully understands
and agrees that he may not withdraw his agreenﬁent or seek to rescind this stipulation prior to the
time the Executive Director, on behalf of the Medical Board, considers and acts upon it.

14. The parties agree that this Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order

shall be null and void and not binding upon the parties unless approved and adopted by the

3
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Executive Director on behalf of the Board, except for this paragraph, which shall remain in full
force and effect. Respondent fully understands and agrees that in deciding whether to approve and
adopt this Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order, the Executive Director and/or
the Board may receive oral and written communications from its staff and/or the Attorney
General’s Office. Communications pursuant to this paragraph shall not disqualify the Executive
Director, the Board, any member thereof, and/or any other persoh from future participation in this
or any other matter affecting or involving Respondent. If the_ Executive Director on behalf of the
Board does not, in his discretion, approve and adopt this Stipulated Surrender of License and
Disciplinary Order, except for this paragraph, it shall not become effective, shall be of no
evidentiary value whatsoever, and shall not be relied upon or introduced in any disciplinary action
by either party hereto. Respondent further agrees that should th_is Stipulated Surrender of License
and Disciplinary Order be rejected for any reason by the Executive Director on behalf of the
Board, Respondent will assert no claim that the Executive Director, the Board, or any member
thereof, was prejudiced by its/his/her review, discussion and/or consideration of this Stipulated
Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order or of any matter or matters related hereto.

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS

15. This Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order is intended by the parties
heréin to be an integrated writing representing the complete, final, and exclusive embodiment of
the agreements of the parties in the above-entitled matter. |

16. The parties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facsimile
copies of this Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary Order, including PDF and
facsimile signétures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the originals. |

17. In consideration of the forégoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree the
Executive Director of the Board may, without further notice to or opportunity to be heard by
Respondent, issue and enter the following Disciplinary Order on behalf of the Board:

1117
1117
1111
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DISCIPLINARY ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. G 36595, issued
to Respondent John Ramsay Walters, M.D., is surrendered and accepted by the Medicaeroard of
California. |

1.  The effective date of this Decision and Order shall be December 31, 2025.

2. The surrendér of Respondent’s Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate and the :
acceptance of the surrendered license by the Board shall constitute the imposition of discipline
against Respondent. This stipulation constitutes a record of the discipline and shall become a part
of Respondent’s license history with the Board.

3. Respondent shall iose all rights and privileges as a physician and surgeon in
California as of the effective date of the Board’s Decision and Order.

4. Respondent shall cause to be delivered to the Board his pocket license and, if oﬁe was
issued, his wall certificate on or before the effective date of the Decision and Order.

5. If Respondent ever files an application for licensure or a petition for reinstatement of
Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. G 36595, the Board shall treat it as a petition for
reinstatement. Respondent must comply with all the laws, regulations, and procedures for
reinstatement of a revoked license in effect at the time the petition is filed, and all the charges and
allegations contained in Accusation No. 800-2023-095597 shall be deemed to be true, correct,
and admitted by Respondent when the Board determines whether to grant or deny the petition.

6.  If Respondent should ever apply or reapply for a new license or certification, or
petition for reinstatement of a license, by any other health care licensing agency in the State of
California, all of the charges and allegations contained in Accusation No. 800-2023-095597 shall
be deemed to be true, correct, and admitted by Respondent for the purpose of any Statement of
Issues or any other proceeding seeking to deny or restrict licensure.

7.  Respondent shall pay the Board its costs of investigation and enforcement in the
amount of $64,281.25 prior to issuance bf a new or reinstated physician and surgeon’s license.
1111
1111
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ACCEPTANCE

] have carefully read the above Stipulated Surrender-of License and Diseiplinary Order snd -
have fully discussed it with my attorney Raymeond J.-McMahon, Esq. 1 fully understand the
stipulation and the effect it will have on my Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate. I enter this
Stipulated Sutrender of License and Disciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently,

and agree 1o be bound by the Decision and Discipl\innry Order of the Medical Board of California.

X
\u
- /
¢

| - L)
DATED: G\ e 1/262( ( 3 SR AVL- B e B /1’1/9
' ' JOMNL.RAMSAY WALTERS, M.D.
Respondent

I have read and fully discussed with Respondent John Ramsay Walters, M.D., the terms and

conditions and other masters contained in this Stipulated Surrender of License and Disciplinary

RAYM&ND J. MCMAHON, ESQ.
Attorney for Respondent

Order. 1 approve its form and content.

DATED: September 17, 2025

ENDORSENMENT

The foregoing Stipulated Surtender of License and Disciplinary Order is bereby
respectfully submitted for consideration by the Medical Board of California of the Department of
Congsumer Affairs. |

DATED: %/ﬁw/é‘r /};‘}"’ 2oo-5 Respectfully submitted,

Ros BONTA

Attotney General of California
ALEXANDRA M. ALVAREZ
Supervising Deputy Attorney General

JoSEPH F. McKennA Hl

Deputy Attorney General
/ Attormeys for Complainant

$D2024603403 / Doc.No.853 10538
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RoB BoONTA

Attorney General of California

ALEXANDRA M. ALVAREZ

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

JosepH F, MCKENNA III

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 231195

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

600 West Broadway, Suite 1800

San Diego, California 92101

P.O. Box 85266

San Diego, California 92186-5266
Telephone: (619) 738-9417
Facsimile: (619) 645-2061

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2023-095597
JOHN RAMSAY WALTERS, M.D. ACCUSATION

703 Noxth A Street
Oxnard, California 93030

Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate
No. G 36595,

Respondent.

PARTIES

1. Reji Varghese (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in his official capacity as
the Executive Director of the Medical Board of Califémia (Board), Department of Consumer
Affairs.

2. On or about May 30, 1978, the Board issued Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate
No. G 36595 to John Ramsay Walters, M.D. (Respondent). The Physician’s and Surgeon’s
Certificate was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herein and will
expire on July 31, 2025, unless renewed.

1
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JURISDICTION
_ 3. This Accusation is brought before the Board, under the authority of the following
laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code (Code) unless otherwise
indicated.

4.  Section 2220 of the Code states, in relevant part:

Except as otherwise provided by law, the board may take action against all
persons guilty of violating this chapter. The board shall enforce and administer this
article as to physician and surgeon certificate holders, including those who hold
certificates that do not permit them to practice medicine, such as, but not limited to,
retired, inactive, or disabled status certificate holders, and the board shall have all the
powers granted in this chapter for these purposes ...

STATUTORY PROVISIONS

5. Section 2227 of the Code states:

(a) A licensee whose matter has been heard by an administrative law judge of
the Medical Quality Hearing Panel as designated in Section 11371 of the Government
Code, or whose default has been entered, and who is found guilty, or who has entered
into a stipulation for disciplinary action with the board, may, in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter: !

(1) Have his or her license revoked upon order of the board.

) Have his or her right to practice suspended for a period not to exceed one
year upon order of the board.

(3) Be placed on probation and be required to pay the costs of probation
monitoring upon order of the board.

(4) Be publicly reprimanded by the board. The public reprimand may inélude a
requirement that the licensee complete relevant educational courses approved by the
board. '

(5) Have any other action taken in relation to discipline as part of an order of
probation, as the board or an administrative law judge may deem proper.

(b) Any matter heard pursuant to subdivision (a), except for warning letters,
medical review or advisory conferences, professional competency examinations,
continuing education activities, and cost reimbursement associated therewith that are
agreed to with the board and successfully completed by the licensee, or other matters
made confidential or privileged by existing law, is deemed public, and shall be made
available to the public by the board pursuant to Section 803.1.

1111
1117

1111
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6.  Section 2234 of the Code states, in relevant part:

The board shall take action against any licensee who is charged with
unprofessional conduct. In addition to other provisions of this article, unprofessional
conduct includes, but is not limited to, the following:

(a) Violating or attempting to violate, directly or indirectly, assisting in or
abetting the violation of, or conspiring to violate any provision of this chapter.

(b) Gross negligence.

(c) Repeated. negligent acts.

7. Unprofessional conduct under Business and Professions Code section 2234 is
conduct which breaches the rules or ethical code of the medical profession, or conduct which is
unbecoming to a member in good standing of the medical profession, and which demonstrates an
unfitness to practice medicine. (Shea v. Board of Medical Examiners (1978) 81 Cal.App.3d 564,
575.) ’

8.  Section 2234 of the Code requires the Board to take action against any licensee
charged with unprofessional conduct.

9.  Section 2266 of the C;Jde states:

The failure of a physician and surgeon to maintain adequate and accurate records relating to
the provision of services to their patients con'stitutes-unpro_fcssional conduct.

COSTRECOVERY

10. Section 125.3 of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that the Board may request the
administrative law judge to direct a licensee found to have committed a violation or violations of
the licensing act to pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and
enforcement of the case, with failure of the licensee to comply subjecting the license to not being
renewed or reinstated. If a case settles, recovery of investigation and enforcement costs may be
included in a stipulated settlement.

1111
{1111

111/
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FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS
{1. PatientA'

(@) Between in or around September 2021, through in or around December
2022, Respondent documented seven (7) clinical visits at his office with Patient A.
During this timeframe, Respondent saw Patient A primarily for pulmonary care
involving Patient A’s diagnosis of Idiopathic Pulmonary Fibrosis (IPF).

(b) Patient A had been diagnosed with IPF more than ten (10) years before
his first clinical visit with Respondent. Patient A had been stable for several years and
with minimal pulmonary symptoms until after suffering a Hout of pneumonia in 2019.
After the pneumonia, Patient A began using supplemental oxygen on a minimal and
intermittent basis.

(¢} On or about September 24, 2021, Patient A had his first clinical visit at
Respondent’s office. Respondent documented in a progress note that Patient A was
“presently on 2-3 liters of oxygen duriﬁg the day (using more than previously) and
continuous-at night.” Respondent documented that Patient A had an at home room air
saturation of 88% and a; low as 80% with walking. Patient A’s oxygen saturation
recorded at this visit was 90% on three (3) liters of supplemental oxygen. A physical
examination indicated decreased breath sounds. The progress note documented
weigl;t loss and recorded Patient A’s then current weight as one hundred thirty-six
(136) pounds. Notably, the progress note does not mention an evaluation of the
recently increased oxygen requirement or weight loss. Nor did Respondent issue
orders for imaging stﬁdies, pulmonary function testing (PFT), or six (6) minute walk
testing.

i
i

! For patient privacy purposes, Patient A’s true name has not been used in the instant
Accusation to maintain patient confidentiality. The patient’s identity is either known to
Respondent or will be disclosed to Respondent upon receipt of a duly issued request for discovery
in accordance with Government Code section 11507.6.

4
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(d) On or about January 20, 2022, Respondent documented in a progress note
that Patient A was now on oxygen “at rest,” but that his oxygen saturation was stable.
Oxygen saturation was noted at 99% on three (3) liters of supplemental oxygen.
Respondent documented additional wejght los/s and recorded Patient A’s then current
weight as one hundred thirty-four (134) pounds. Respondent documented under plan
“old records” and that lab work was being ordered.? Notably, Respondent did not
issue orders for imaging studies or pulmonary function testing at this visit,

(e) On or about February 15, 2022, Respondent received medical records
from Patient A’s prior treating primary care physician, but Respondent did not
document when he reviewed them in the patient’s chart.? These records included CT
scans of Patient A’s chest from 2017 and 2018. The 2018 CT scan documented
negative changcs in Patient A’s lungs.

(f) Medical records from Patient A’s former pulmonologist were not found |
in Respondent’s chart for this patient. No pulmonary function tests were found in
Respondent’s chart for Patient A.

(g) On or about May 27, 2022, Respondent documented in a progress note
that Patient A was not using portable oxygen and his saturation was recorded at 92%.
The assessment noted “weight loss-ongoing™ and recorded Patient A’s then current
weight as one hundred t§venty-ﬁve (125) pounds.* Under plan, Respondent
documented only “chronic lung disease — will continue to monitor.” No other orders
were documented in the progress note, and there is no notation of review and/or
acknowledgement of Patient A’s “old records” or any plans to follow up on the
imaging findings.

111

2 As of the date of this visit, Respondent had not yet received or reviewed Patient A’s
records from prior physicians.

¥ During an interview with Board investigators about this case, Respondent stated that he
did review these specific records, but he could not remember when.

4 This amounted to a loss of nine (9) pounds since the prior visit on January 20, 2022.

5
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(h) On or about August 26, 2022, Respondent documented oxygen saturation
at 93% on two (2) liters of supplemental oxygen. The assessment again noted “weight
loss-ongoing” and recorded Patient A’s then current weight as one hundred fifteen
(115) pounds.’ Respondent’s documented plan was to repeat lab work including
thyroid, consider a colonoscopy, and refer to surgery for evaluation of an inguinal
hernia.

(i)  On or about September 23, 2022, Respondent saw Patient A at his clinic.
The purpose of the visit was to “follow up” on lab results, but Respondent did not
document any information involving a review of lab results in the progress note of
this visit. The oxygen saturation was recorded at 96% on two (2) liters of
supplemental oxygen. Patient A’s then current weight was one hundred thirteen (113)
pounds.b Patient A advised Respondent that he was “not eating as much as in the
past.” Respondent’s documented plan was for an “elective EKG, Ensure one can bid,
and a chest x-ray.”

()  On or about September 27, 2022, a chest x-ray of Patient A was done.
The report of the x-ray noted “slight prog}ession of interstitial disease” from a prior
x-ray taken on or about November 18, 2019. ‘

(k) On or about October 21, 2022, Respondent saw Patient A for a pre-op
evaluation prior to hernia surgery. Respondent documented oxygen saturation at 99%
on two (2) liters of supplemental oxygen. A physical examination documented
clubbing of fingers for the first time. The assessment again noted ongoing weight loss
and recorded Patient A’s then current weight as one hundred eleven (111) pounds.’
Respondent did not document a specific plan to evaluate the cause(s) of ongoing

weight loss or the new finding of clubbing of fingers. -

5 This amounted to a loss of ten (10) pounds since the prior visit on May 27, 2022.
6 This amounted to a loss of two (2) pounds since the prior visit on August 26, 2022.

7 This amounted to a loss of two (2) pounds since the prior visit on September 23, 2022.

6
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()  On or about December 8, 2022, Respondent saw Patient A for a follow up
after the hernia surgery. Respondent documented that Patient A’s pulmonary fibrosis
was “ok now” despite recording the patient’s oxygen saturation at only 90% on that
visit. The assessment again noted ongoing weight loss and recorded Patient A’s then
current weight as one hundred seven (107) pounds.® Respondent’s documented plan
was for Patient A to “walk each day on oxygen, increase Ensure to 1 can tid, high
resolution CT, well eye exam and diabetic test strips.”

(m) On or about December 13, 2022, the CT scan of Patient A’s chest ordered
by Respondent was performed. The CT results were recorded in the chart as having
been received by Respondent’s office on December 14, 2022, at 15:27 hours. There
was no date or time noted in the chart as to when the CT results were first revieﬁed.

(n) Notably, parts of the CT results received by Respondent’s office had been

“highlighted, including, the following parts: “1. Worsening severe pulmonary fibrosis

in a pattern suggestive of fibrotic NSIP versus chronic hypersénsitivity pneumonia.
2. Dilated main pulmonary artery suggests pulmonary hypertension.” Significantly,
the chart does not indicate whether the CT results were communicated to Patient A or
if Respondent planned any follow up based upon the results.

(0) A telehealth visit (by phone) was scheduled to occur on January 27, 2023.
A progress note template found in Respondent’s chart for Patient A indicates the
purpose of the visit as “results of CT chest, questions on oxygen and pulmonary
fibrosis clinical trial.” The records indicate a mediéal assistant from Respondent’s

office called Patient A on the scheduled date of the telehealth visit and took: vital

* signs and recorded them in the progress note. Patient A’s weight was recorded at one

/11117

hundred four (104) pounds.® Patient A was advised that Respondent would be calling

him later that day.

8 This amounted to a loss of four (4) pounds since the prior visit on October 21, 2022.

,9 This amounted to a loss of three (3) pounds since the prior visit on December 8, 2022.
7
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(p) Respondent never met with Patient A on January 27, 2023, The progress
note does not document why Respondent never met with Patient A for the scheduled
telehealth visit on this date.

(@) On or about January 30, 2023, Patient A called Respondent’s office to
find out what happened and to again request results of his CT chest scan. A note
concerning Patien? A’s phone message was placed in the chart for Respondent to
read. Respondent did not return Patient A’s call to his office.

(r) On or about February 2, 2023, Patient A called Respondent’s office and
left a second message for Respondent to return his call. Respondent did not return
Patient A’s second call to his office that week.

(8) On or about February 6, 2023, Patient A sent a letter to Respondent’s
office stating, “I am very concerned about not being able to reach you and not hearing
from you. I had a CAT scan on December 13, 2022, and still don’t have the results. It
has been 10 additional days, and I still haven’t heard from you.” Respondent did not
respond to Patient A’s letter.

(®  On or about February 9, 2023, Patient A was admitted to the hospital at
St. John’s Regional Medical Center (STRMC) for a week due to worsening shoriness
of breath. ! While admitted at SIRMC, Patient A was seen by several pulmonologists
to address his worsening pulmonary condition.

(1) On or about February 10, 2023, Dr. MH, a pulmonologist at SIRMC,
informed Patient A that he was very close to the end of his life. That same day, Dr.
MH sent a text message to Respondent asking to discuss Patient A’s care. Respondent
never replied to Dr. MH’s text message.'!

(v) On or about February 13, 2023, Respondent travelled to STRMC where he

has hospital privileges. Respondent printed hospital records concerning Patient A’s

10 patient A was discharged from SJRMC on or about February 16, 2023.

' During an interview with Board investigators about this case, Respondent stated that he

did not recall responding to the text message or discussing Patient A with Dr. MH. Respondent
also did not recall speaking to any other pulmonologist at SIRMC about Patient A. :
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admission, but he did not visit or speak to Patient A while at the hospital. While at
SJRMC, Respondent did not consult with any of the attending medical providers,
including pulmonologists, about Patient A’s condition.

(w) On or about February 15, 2023, Patient A sent a second letter to
Respondent stating, “I am still in the hospital, dying, due in large part to
[Respondent’s] abandonment of me as a patient. I will need a copy of all the medical
records and fests you have fof me as soon as possible.” Respondent did not respond to

Patient A’s letter. '
(x) On or about March 17, 2023, Patient A was admitted again to SJIRMC

due to increased shortness of breath and profound hypoxemia.

“(y) Onor about March 23, 2023, Patient A was transferred as an inpatient to
Cedars Sinai Medical Center for expedited transplant evaluation. He was discharged
back to STRMC on March 31, 2023, after it was determined he was not a suitable
candidate.

(z) From March 31, 2023, through April 23, 2023, Patient A remained
admitted at SJRMC and continued on high flow oxygen and BiPAP (ventilator) for
respiratory failure. ,

(aa) On or about April 23, 2023, Patient A was transferred as an inpatient to
USC Keck Hospital for a second opinion on transplant evaluation. He was discharged
back to STRMC on April 28, 2023, after it was determined he was too frailtobe °
considered for transplant and would not be a suitable candidate. |

(bb) Patient A passed away on May 1, 2023.

(cc) Although Respondent treated Paticnt A for IPF and related symptoms, he
never ordered PFTs; he never reviewed results of prior PFTs from other pulmonologists;
he never ordered a six (6) minute walk test to assess functional status; he obtained only
one CT chest scan for Patient A while under his care despite previous reports of Patient A’s
disease progression and increased symptoms; and from the beginning of Respondent’s

IPF care of Patient A he did not objectively establish and stage the disease severity. -
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(dd) While Patient A was under Respondent’s care and treatment for IPF, he
never discussed with Patient A (or documented discussion of) the following: stage of
disease; possible disease trajectory; prognosis; antifibrotic therapy; and/or possible
clinical trials.

(ee) Respondent’s records for Patient A do not include an assessment of
comorbidities, _

(fff Respondent never referred Patient A for pulmonary rehabilitation.

(gg) Respondent never established a formal treatment plan for Patient A.

(hh) Significantly, Respondent never discussed With Patient A (or documented
discussion of) the consideration of a referral for a lung transplant.

(ii) While under Respondent’s care, Patient A suffered significant unexplained
and unintended weight loss. Respondent did not perform a thorough clinical ‘
assessment of the potential causes of Patient A’s ongoing weight loss while under his
care and treatment for IPF.'2 |

(i) Respondent did not relay the results of the December 13, 2022, CT chest
scan to Patient A, at any point in time, despite the CT chest scan results indicating

“worsening severe pulmonary fibrosis.” !

(kk) Respondent did not docﬁment why the telehealth visit with Patient A to
discuss results of the abnormal CT chest scan, scheduled to occur on January 27, 2023,
did not occur. Respondent did not attempt at any point in time to contact Patient A to
reschedule this visit.

() Respondent did not reply to Patient A at any point in time following
Patient A’s multiple attempts requesting results of the December 13, 2022, CT chest

scan and other information regarding his worsening symptoms.

12 While under Respondent’s care, Patient A lost thirty-two (32) pounds in approximately
sixteen (16) months. .
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FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Gross Negligence)

12. Respondent has subjected his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. G 36595 to
disciplinary action under sections 2227 and 2234, as defined by se;ction 2234, subdivision (b), of
the Code, in that Respondent committed gross negligence in his care and treatment of Patient A,
as more particularly alleged hereinafier:

13. Paragraph 11, above, is hereby incorporated by reference and realleged as if fully set
forth herein.

14. Respondent committed gross negligence in his care and treatment of Patient A,
including, but not limited to, the following:

(a) Respondent failed to adequately assess and properly manage Patient A’s
IPF.

(b) Respondent failed to adequately assess Patient A’s unintentional weight loss.
(c) Respondent failed to relay to Patient A the abnormal results of the December
13, 2022, CT chest scan; failed to personally discuss with Patient A the

concerns Patient A had regarding his worsening symptoms; and failed to
respond to the multiple requests from Patient A regarding the CT chest scan
results and other pertinent medical information about his IPF disease.
SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(Repeated Negligent Acts)

15. Respondent has further Subjected his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No.

G 36595 to disciplinary action under sections 2227 and 2234, as defined by section 2234,
subdivision (c), of the Code, in that Respondent committed repeated negligent acts in his care
and treatment of Patient A, as more particularly alleged hereinafter: _

16. Paragraphs 11 through 14, above, are hereby incorporated by reference and realleged
as if fully set forth herein.

i
11
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THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(Failure to Maintain Adequate and Accurate Records)
17. Respondent has further subjected his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Ccrtiﬁcate'No.
G 36595 to disciplihary action under sections 2227 and 2234, as defined by section 2266, of the
Code, in that Respondent failed fo maintain adequate and accurate records in connection with his
care and treatment of Patient A, as more particularly alleged in paragraphs 11 through 16, above,
which are hereby incorporated by reference and realleged as if fully set forth herein.

FOURTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Unprofessional Conduct)
18. Respondent has further subjected his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No.
G 36595 to disciplinary action under sections 2227 and 2234, as defined by section 2234,
subdivisions (a), (b), and (c), of the 4Code, in that Respondent has engaged in conduct which |
breaches the rules or ethical code of the medical profession, or conduct which is unbecoming to a
member in good standing of the medical professidn, and which demonstrates an unfitness to
practice medicine, as more particularly alleged in paragraphs 11 through 17, above, which are

hereby incorporated by reference and realleged as if fully set forth herein.
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PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Medical Board of California issue a decision:

1.  Revoking or suspending Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. G 36595, issued
to Respondent John Ramsay Walters, M.D.;

2. Revoking, suspending or denying approval of Respondent John Ramsay Walters,
M.D.’s authority to supervise physician assistants and advanced practice nurses;

3. Ordering Respondent John Ramsay Walters, M.D., to pay the Board the costs of the
investigation and enforcement of this case; |

4. Ordering Respondent John Ramsay Walters, M.D., if placed on probation, to pay the
Board the costs of probation monitoring; and

5.  Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED: OCT 0‘& 202’! jé'pmfo jgfdgj R=1373

REJI VARGHESE

Executive Director

Medical Board of California
Department of Consumer Affairs

State of California
Complainant
SD2024603403
84697156.docx
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