BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation and

Petition to Revoke Probation Against:
_ Case No.: 800-2024-113606
Christopher Robert Dobson, M.D.

Physician’s and Surgeon’s
Certificate No. A 138370

Respondent.
DECISION

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby
adopted as the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California, Department
of Consumer Affairs, State of California.

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on June 9, 2025.

-~ IT IS SO ORDERED: May 9, 2025.

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

Weckello 4. Bhobats WD

Michelle A. Bholat, M.D., Chair
Panel A
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ROB BONTA
Attorney General of California
MATTHEW M. DAVIS
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
GIOVANNI F. MEJIA
Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 309951
600 West Broadway, Suite 1800
San Diego, CA 92101
P.O. Box 85266
San Diego, CA 92186-5266
Telephone: (619) 738-9072
Facsimile: (619) 645-2061
E-mail: Giovanni.Mejia@doj.ca.gov
Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation/Petition to Case No. 800-2024-113606
Revoke Probation Against:

: OAH No. 2025011011
CHRISTOPHER ROBERT DOBSON, M.D.

2308 Kettner Blvd., Ste. C STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND
San Diego, CA 92101-1283 DISCIPLINARY ORDER

Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate
No. A 138370

Respondent.

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true:
PARTIES

1. Reji Varghese (Complainant) is the Executive Director of the Medical Board of
California (Board). He brought this action solely in his official capacity and is represented in this
matter by Rob Bonta, Attorney General of the State of California, by Giovanni F. Mejia, Deputy
Attorney General.

2. Respondent Christopher Robert Dobson, M.D. (Respondent) is represented in this
proceeding by attorney David Rosenberg, Esq., whose address is: Rosenberg, Shpall & Zeigen,
APLC, 10815 Rancho Bernardo Road, Suite 260, San Diego, CA 92'127.
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3. Onor about September 22, 2015, the Board issued Physician’s and Surgeon’s
Certificate No. A 138370 fo Christopher Robert Dobson, MD (Respondent). The Physician’s
and Surgeon’s Certificate was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought
in Accusation/Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2024-113606, and will expire on August 31,
2025, unless renewed.

JURISDICTION

4. Accusation/Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2024-113606 was filed before the
Board, and is currently pending against Respondent. The Accusation/Petition to Revoke
Probation and all other statutorily required documents were propetly served on Respondent on
January 2, 2025. Respondent timely filed his Notice of Defense contesting the
Accusation/Petition to Revoke Probation.

5. A copy of Accusation/Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2024-113606 is attached
as exhibit A and incorporated herein by reference.

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

6.  Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the
charges and allegations in Accusation/Petition to Revoke Probation No. 800-2024-113606.
Respondent has also carefully read, fully discussed with his counsel, and understands the effects
of this Stipulated Settlenﬁent and Disciplinary Order. |

7. Respondent is'fully aware of his legal rights in this matter, including the right to a
hearing on the charges a1:1d allegations in the Accusation/Petition to Revoke Probation; the right
to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against him; the right to present evidence and to
testify on his own behalf;'the right to the issuance of subpoenas to'compel the attendance of
witnesses and the production of documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an
adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act
and other applicable laWé.

8.  Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and
every right set forth abo{/e. o | | | ‘ |

1
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CULPABILITY

9, Respondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allevgation in
Accusation/Petition to Rg:voke Probation No. 800-2024-113606.

10. Respondent agrees that his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate is subject to |
discipline and agrees té Be bound by the Board’s probationary terms as setvforth in the
Disciplinary Order below;

| CONTINGENCY

11. This stipulatiqn shall be subject to approval by the Medical Board of California.
Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Medical
Board of California may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and
settlement, without notice to or participation by Respondent or his counsel. By signing the
stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that he may not withdréw his agreement or seek
to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails
to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary
Order shall be of no force:or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal
action between the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having
considered this matter. .

12. This Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is intended by the parties herein to
be an integrated writing representing the complete, final and exclusive embodiment of the
agreement of the partiéé in this above-entitled matter.

13. Respondeﬁt agrees that if he ever petitions for early termination or modification of
probation, or if an accusation and/or petition to revoke probation is filed against him before the
Board, all of the charges and allegations contained in Accusation/Petition to Revoke Probation
No. 800-2024-113606 sliéll be deemed true, correct and fully admitted by respondent for
purposes of any such pfoééedihg or any other licensing proceeding involving Respondent in the
State of California. “ | |
1"

i
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14, The parties un‘derstand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facsimile
copies of this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order, including PDF and facsimile
signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the originals.

15. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that
the Board may, Without fi;r_'ther notice or opportunity to be heard by the Respondent, issue and
enter the following Disc;i?linary Order: |

DISCIPLINARY ORDER

ITIS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. A 138370
issued to Resbondent Chriétopher Robert Dobson, M.D. is revoked. However, the revocation is
stayed and Respondent is placed oﬁ probation fof five (5) years on the following terms and
conditions of probation. This Decision and Disciplinary Order shall, as of its effective date,

supersede the probationary order in case No. 800-2018-041214:

L. CONTROLEED SUBSTANCES - ABSTAIN FROM USE. Respondent shall abstain
completely from the persbhal use or possession of controlled substances as defined in the
California Uniform Confrblled Subsfances Act, dangerous drugs as defined by Business and
Professions Code sectioﬁ 4022, and any drugs requiring a prescription. This prc;hibition does not
apply to mediéations lanully prescribed to Respondent by another practitioner for a bona fide
illness or condition. ~

Within 15 calendar days of receiving any lawfully prescribed medications, Respondent
shall notify the Board or lts designee of the: issuing practitioner’s name, address, and telephone
number; medication narn:e', strength, and quantity; and iséuing pharmacy name, address, and.
telephone number.

2.  ALCOHOL - ABSTAIN FROM USE. Respondent shall abstain completely from the

use of products or bevefages containing alcohol.

3. BIOLOGICAL FLUID TESTING. Respondent shall immediafely submit to

biological fluid testing,:ét Respondent’s expense, upon request of the Board or its designee.
“Biological fluid test’in'g";!r.nay include, but is not limited to, urine, blood, breathalyzér, hair
follicle testing, or similar drug screening approved by the Board or its designee. Respondent shall

4
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make daily contact with the Board or its designee to determine whether biological fluid testing is
required. Respondent shall be tested on the date of the notification as directed by the Board or its
designee. The Board may order a Respondent to undergo a biological fluid test on any day, at any
time, including weekends and holidays. Except when testing on a specific date as ordered by the
Board or its designee, the scheduling of biological fluid testing shall be done on a random basis.
The cost of biological fluid testing shall be borne by the Respondent.

During the first year of probation, Respondent shall be subject to 52 to 104 random tests.
During the second year of-probation and for the duratién of the probationary term, up to five (5)
years, Respondent shall be éubject to 36 to 104 random tests per year. Only if there has been no
positive biological fluid tests in the previous five (5) consecutive years of probation, may testing
be reduced to one (1) time per month. Nothing precludes the Board from increasing the number of
random tests to the first-year level of frequency for any reason.

Prior to practicing ﬁiedicine, Respondent shall contract with a laboratory or service,

approved in advance by the Board or its designee, that will conduct random, unannounced,

'observed, biological fluid testing and meets all of the following standards:

(a) Its specimen collectors are either certified by the Drug and Alcohol Testing Industry
Association or have vcompleted the training required to serve as a collector for fhe United
States Department of Transpbrtation.
(b) Its specimen coﬁectors conform to the current United States Department of
Transportation Spééimen Collection Guidelines.
(c) Its testing locations comply with the Urine Specimen Collection Guidelines published
by the United Statés Department of Transportation without 1'egard to the type of test
administered. o

(d) Its specimen collectors observe the collection of testing specimens.
(e) Its laboratories :;ré certified and accredited by the United States Department of Health
and Human Services.

| (f) Its testing loca‘ti.ons shall submit a specimen to a laboratory within one (1) business day

of receipt and all spbecimens collected shall be handled pursuant to chain of custody

5
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procedures. The laboratory shall process and analyze the specimens and provide legally

defensible test resulfs to the Board within seven (7) business days of receipt of the

spe_cimen. The Board will be notified of non-negative results within one (1) business day

and will be notified of negative test results within seven (7) business days.

(g) Its testing locati_ons possess all the materials, equipment, and technical expertise

necessary in order to test Respondent on any day of the week.

(h) Its testing loca‘;iﬁons are able to scientifically test for urine, bldod, and hair specimens for

the detection of _alcohol and illegal and controlled substances.

(i) It maintains testing sites located throughout California.

() It maintains an-automated 24-hour toll-free telephone system and/or a secure on-line

computer database that allows the Respondent to check in daily for testing.

& It maintains a secure, HIPAA-compliant website or computer system that allows staff

access to drug tesf results and éompliance reporting information that is available 24 hours a

déy. |

(1) It employs or contracts with toxicologists that are licensed physicians and have

knowledge of suBstance abuse disorders and the appropriate medical training to interpret

and evaluate laboréfory biological fluid test results, medical histories, aﬁd any other

information relev.anvt to biomedical information.

(m) It will not coﬁsider a toxicology screen to be negative if a positive result is obtained

while practicing, even if tﬁe Respondent holds a valid prescription for the substance.

Prior to changirig fééting locations for any reason, including during vacation or other travel,
alternative teéting locations must be approved by the Board and meet the requirements above.

Thé contract shail réquire that the laboratory directly notify the Board or its designee of
non-negative results within one (1) business day and negative test results within seven (7)
business days of the results becoming available. Respondent éhall maintain this laboratory or
service contract during the period of probétion.

A certiﬁed copy of 'ény laboratory test‘ result may be received in evidence in any

proceedings between the Board and Respondent.

6 .
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If a biological fluid test result indicates Respondent has used, consumed, ingested, or
administered to himself or herself a prohibited substance, the Board shall order Respondent to
cease bracfic_:e and instruct Respondent to leave any place of work where Respondent is practicing
medicine or providing medical services. The Board shall immediately notify all of Respondent’s
employers, supervisors--an‘d work monitors, if any, that Respondent may not practice medicine or
provide medical services thle the cease-practice order is in effect.

A biological fluid test will not be considered negative if a positive result is obtained while
pracﬁcing, even if the préctitioner holds a valid prescription for the substance. If no prohibited
substance use exists, the léoard shall lift the cease-practice order within one (1) business day.

After the issuance of a cease-practice order, the Board shall determine whether the positive
biological fluid test is in fact evidence of prohibited substance use by consulting with the
specimen collector and the laboratory, communicating with the licensee, his or her treating
physician(s), other health bare provider, or group facilitator, as applicable.

For purposes of this condition, the terms “biological fluid testing” and “testing” mean the
acquisition and chemical éhalysis of a Respondent’s urine, blood, breath, or hair.

For purposes of this condition, the term “prohibited substance” means an illegal drug, a
lawful drug not prescribed or ordered by an appropriately licensed health care provider for use by
Respondent and approved by the Board, alcohol, or any other substance the Respondent has been
instructed by the Board not to use, consume, ingest, or administer to himself or herself.

If the Board confirms that a positive biological fluid test is evidence of use of a prohibited
substance, Respondent haé committed a major violation, -as defined in section 1361..52(a) of
title 16 of the California Code of Regulations, and the Board shall impose any or all of the |
consequences set forth in section 1361.52(b), in addition to any other tefms or conditions the
Board determines are nécessary for public protection or to enhance Respondent’s rehabilitation.

4. CLINICAL DIAGNOSTIC EVALUATIONS AND REPORTS: Within thirty (30)

calendar 'days-of the effective date of this Decision, and on whatever periodic basis thereafter as
may be required by the Board or its designee, Respondent shall undergo and complete a clinical

diagnostic evaluation, inc'luding any and all testing deemed necessary, by a Board-appointed

7
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board-certified physician and surgeon. The examiner shall consider any information provided by
the Board or its designee and any other information he or she deems relevant, and shall furnish a
written evaluation report to the Board or its designee.

The clinical diagnO'stié evaluation shall be conducted by a licensed physician and surgeon
who holds a valid, unrestricted license, has three (3) years’ experience in providing evaluations of
physicians and surgeons with substance abuse disorders, and is approved by the Board or its
designee. The clinical diagnostic evaluation shall be conducted in accordance with acceptable
professional standards for conducting substance abuse clinical diagnostic‘evaluatio'ns. The
evaluator shall not have a current or former financial, personal, or business relationship with
Respondent within the last five (5) years. The evaluator shall provide an objective, unbiased, and
independent evaluation. The clinical diagnostic evaluation report shall set forth, in the evaluator’s
opinion, whether Respondent has a substance abuse problem, whether Respondent is a threat to
himself or herself or others, and recommendations for substance abuse treatment, practice
restrictions, or other recommendations related to Respondent’s rehabilitation and ability to
practice safely. If the evaluator determines during the evaluation process that Respondent is a
threat to himself or hersel}‘ or others, the evaluator shall notify the Board within twenty-four (24)
hours of such a determination.

In formulating his c;f her opinion as to whether Respondent i.s safe to return to either part-
time or full-time practice'"and what restrictions or recommendations should be imposed, including
participation in an inpatiént or outpatient treatment program, the evaluator shall consider the
following factors: Respondent’s license type; Respondent’s history; Respondent’s documented
length of sobriety (i.e., lehgth of time that has elapsed since Respondent’s last substance use);
Respondent’s scope and péttern of substance abuse; Respondent’s treatment history, medical
history and current medical condition; the nature, duration and severity of Respondent’s
substance abuse problen:{or problems; and whether Respondent is a threat to himself or herself or
the public.

For all clinical diagnostic evaluations, a final Written- report shall be provided to the Board

no later than ten (10) days from the date the evaluator is assigned the matter. If the evaluator

8
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requests additional information or time té complete the evaluation and report, an extension may
be granted, but shall not exceed thirty (30) days from the date the evaluator was originally
assigned the matter.

The Board shall review the clinical diagnostic evaluation report within five (5) business
days of receipt to determine whether Respondent is safe to return to either part-time or full-time
practice and what restrictions or recommendations shall be imposed on Respondent based on the
recommendations made by the evaluator. Respondent shall not be returned to practice until he or
she has at least thirty (30) days of negative biological fluid tests or biological fluid tests indicating
that he or she has not used, consumed, ingested, or administered to himself or herself a prohibited
substance, as defined in section 1361.51, subdivision (e), of title 16 of the California Code of
Regulations.

Clinical diagnostic evaluations conducted prior to the effective date of this Decision shall
nof be accepted towardé'the fulfillment of this requirement. The cost of the clinical diégnostic
evaluation, ihcluding any" and all testing deemed necessary by the examiner, the Board or its
designee, shall be borne by the licensee.

Respondent shall not engage in the practice of medicine until notified by the Board or its
desfgnee that he or she is fit to practice medicine safely. The period of time that Respondent is not
practicing medicine shall not be counted toward completion of the term of probation. Respondent
shall.undergo biologicél fluid testing as required in this Decision at least two (2) times per week
while awaiting the notification from the Board if he or she s fit to practice medicine safeiy.

Respondent shall benply with all restrictions or conditions recommended by the examiner
conducting the c]inicalldiagnostic evaluation within fifteen (15) calendar days after being notified

by the Board br its designee.

5. NOTICE OF EMPLOYER OR SUPERVISOR INFORMATION, Within seven )
days of the effective date E)f this Decision, Respondent shall provide to the Board the names,
physical addresses, mailing addresses, and telephone numbers of any and all employers and

supervi'sofs. Respondent shall also provide specific, written consent for the Board, Respondent’s

1
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worksite monitor, and Respondent’s employers apd supervisors to communicate regarding
Respondent’s work status, performance, and monitoring.

For purposes of this section, “supervisors” shall include the Chief of Staff and Health or
Well Being Committee Chair, or equivalent, if applicable, when the Respondent has medical staff

privileges.

6. VIOLATION OF PROBATION CONDITION FOR SUBSTANCE ABUSING
LICENSEES. Failure toffully comply with any term or condition of probation is a violation of
probation.

Al If Respondent commits a major violation of probation as defined by section
1361.52, subdivision (a), of title 16 of the California Code of Regulations, the Board shall take
one or more of the following actions:

(1) Issue an immediate ceasefpractice order and order Respondent to undergo a clinical
diagnostic evaluation to bé conducted in accordance with section 1361.5, subdivision (c)(1), of
title"16 éf tﬁe California Code of Regulations, at Respondent’s expense. The cease-practice order |
issued by ;che Board or its designee‘ shall state that Respéndent must test negative for at least a |
month of cc‘mtinuous biological fluid testing before being allowed to resume practice. For
purpos.es of determining the length of time a Respondent must test negative while undergoing
continuous biological fluid testing following issuance of a cease-practice order, a month is
defined as thirty calendarﬂ (30) days. Respondent may not resumé the practice of medicine until
notified in writing by the Board or its designee that he or she may do so.

(2) Increase the fréqﬁency of biological fluid testing.

(3) Refer Respondent for further disciplinary action, such as suspension, revocation, or
other action as determined by the Board or its designee.

B. If Resporidént commits a minor violation of probation as defined by section
1361.52, subdivision (c),:bf title 16 of the California Code of Regulations, the Board shall take
one or more of the following actions:

(1) Issue a cease-practice order;

(2) Order practice limitations;

10
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(3) Order or increase supervision of Respondent;

(4) Order increased lc.iocumentation;

(5) Issue a citation and fine, or a warning letter;

(6) Order Respondent to undergo a clinical diagnostic evaluation to be conducted in
accordance with section 1361.5, subdivision (c)(1), of title 16 of the California Code of
Regulations, at Respondent’s expense;

(7) Take any other action as determined by the Board or its designee.

C. . Nothing in this Decision shall be considered a limitation on the Board’s authority
to revoke Respondent’s probation if he or she has violated any term or condition of probation. If
Respondent violates probation in any respect, the Board, after giving Respondent notice and the
opportunity to be heard, may revoke probation and carry out the disciplinary order that was
stayed. If an Accusation, or Petition to Revoke Probation, or an Interim Suspension Order is filed
against Respondent duriné probation, the Board shall have continuing jurisdiction until the matter
is final, and the period of probation shall be extendéd until the matter is final.

7. EDUCATION COURSE. Within 60 calendar days of the effective date of this

Decision, and on an anniial basis thereafter, Respondent shall submit to the Board or its designee
for its prior approval educational program(s) or course(s) which shall not be less than 40 hours
per year, for each year of probation. The educational program(s) or course(s) shall be aimed at
correcting any areas of deficient practice or knowledge and shall be Category I certified. The
educational program(s) or course(s) shall be at Respondent’s expense and shall be in addition to
the Continuing Medical Education (CME) requirements for renewal of licensure. Following the
completion of each courge, the Board or its designee may administer an examination to test
Resp.ondent’s knowledge of the course. Respondent shall provide proof of attendance for 65
hours of CME of which 40 hours were in satisfaction of this condition.

8. MONITORING - PRACTICE. Within 30 calendar days of the effective date of this

Decision, Respondent shall submit to the Board or its designee for prior approval as a practice
monitor(s), the name and qualifications of one or more licensed physicians and surgeons whose

licenses are valid and in .ét.)od standing, and who are preferably American Board of Medical

11
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Specialties (ABMS) certified. A monitor shall have no prior or current business or personal
relationship with Respondent, or other relationship that could reasonably be expected to
compromise the ability of the monitor to render fair and unbiased reports to the Board, including
but not limited to any form of bartering, shall be in Respondent’s field of practice, and must agree
to serve as Respondent’s monitor. Respondent shall pay all monitoring costs.

The Board or its designee shall provide the approved monitor With copies of the Decision(s)
and Accusation(s), and a proposed monitoring plan. Within 15 calendar days of receipt of the
Decision(s), Accusation(s), and proposed monitoring plan, the monitor shall submit a signed
statement that the monito'rAhas read the Decision(s) and Accusation(s), fully understands the role
of a monitor, and agrees or disagrees with the proposed monitoring plan. If the monitor disagrees
with the proposed monitoring plan, the monitor shall submit a revised monitoring plan with the
signed statement for approval by the Board or its designee.

Within 60 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision, and continuing throughout
probation, Respondent’s practice shall be monitored by the approved monitor. Respondent shall
make all records availablé for immediate inspection and copying on the premises by the monitor
at all times during business hours and shall retain the records for the entire term of probation.

If Respondent fails to obtain approval of a monitor within 60 calendar days of the effective
date of this Decision, Respond_ent shall receive a notification from the Board or its designee to
cease the practice of mediéine within three (3) calendar days after being so notified. Respondent
shall cease the practice of medicine until a monitor is approved to provide monitoring
fespdnsibiﬁtyi

The monitor(s) shall submit a quarterly written report to the Board or its designee which
includes an evaluation of Respondent’s performance, indicating whether Reépondent’s practices
are within the standards of practice of medicine, and whether Respondent is practicing medicine
safely, billing appropriatély or both. It shall be the sole responsibility of Respondent to ensure
that the monitor submité Ath:e quarterly written reports to the Board or its designee within 10
calendar days after the end of the preceding quarter.

1
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If the monitor resigns or is no longer available, Respondent shall, within 5 calendar days of
such resignation or unavailability, submit to the Board or its designee, for prior approval, the
name and qualifications of a replacement monitor who will be assuming that responsibility within
15 calendar days. If Respondent fails to obtain approval of a replacement monitor within 60
célendar days of the resignation or unavailability of the monitor, Respondent shall receive a
notification from the Board or its designee to cease the practice of medicine within three (3)
calendar days after being so notified. Respondent shall cease the practice of medicine until a
replécement monitor is approved and assumes monitoring responsibility.

In lieu of a monitc;r, Respondent may participate in a professional enhancement program
approved in advance by the Board or its designee that includes, at minimum, quarterly chart
review, semi-annual practice assessment, and semi-annual review of professional growth and
education. Respondent shall participate in the professional enhancement program at Respondent’s
expense during the term of probation.

9.  NOTIFICATION. Within seven (7) days of the effective date of this Decision, the

Respondent shall provide é true copy of this Decision and Accusation to the Chief of Staff or the
Chief Executive Officer at every hospital where privileges or membership are extended to
Respondent, at any other facility where Respondent engages in the practice of medicine,
including all physician and locum tenens registries or other similar agencies, and to the Chief
Executive Officer at every insurance carrier which extends malpractice insurance coverage to
Respondent. Respondent shall submit proof of compliance to the Board or its designee within 15
calendar days.

This condition shall apply to any change(s) in hospitafs, other facilities or insurance carrier.

~10. SUPERVISION OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS AND ADVANCED PRACTICE

NURSES. During probation, Respondent is prohibited from supervising physician assistants and
advanced practice nurses.

11. OBEY ALLLAWS. Réspondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws, all rules

goveming the practice of medicine in California and remain in full compliance with any court

ordered criminal probation, payments, and other orders.

13
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12.  INVESTIGATION/ENFORCEMENT COST RECOVERY. Respondent is hereby

ordered to reimburse the Board its costs of investigation and enforcement in the amount of
$13,797. Costs shall be payable to the Medical Board of California. Failure to pay such costs shall
be considered a violation of probation.

Payment must be made in full within 30 calendar days of the effective date of the Order, or
by a payment blan appréved by the Medical Board of California. Any and all requests for a
payment plan shall be submitted in writing by respondent to the Board. Failure to comply with the
payment plan shall be considered a violation of probation.

The filing of bankruptcy by respondent shall not relieve respondent of the responsibility to
repay investigation and enforcement costs.

13. QUARTERLY DECLARATIONS. Respondent shall subrﬁit quarterly declarations

under penalty of perjury on forms provided by the Board, statirig whether there has been
compliance with all the conditions of probation. | |

Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations not later than 10 calendar days after the end
of the preceding quarter. |

14. GENERAL PROBATION REQUIREMENTS.

Compliance with Probation Unit

Respondent shall comply with the Board’s probation unit.

Address Changes

Respondent shall,- at all times, keep the Board informed of Respondent’s business and
residence é.ddresses, email address (if available), and telephone number. Changes of such
addresses shall be immediately communicated in writing to the Board or its designee. Under no
circumstances shall a pos’f office box serve as an address of record, except as allowed by Business
and Professions Code seét'ion 2021, subdivision (b).

Place of Practice

Respondent shall not engagé in the practice of medicine in Respondent’s or patient’s place
of residence, unless the patient resides in a skilled nursing facility or other similar licensed
facility.

14
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License Renewal

Respondent shall maintain a current and renewed California physician’s and surgeon’s
license.

Travel or Residence Qutside California

Respondent shall imrriediately inform the Board or its designee, in writing, of travel to-any
areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more than thirty
(30) calendar days.

In the event Respondent should leave the State of California to reside or to practice - .
Respondent shall notify the Board or its designee in writing 30 calendar days prior to the dates of
departure and return.

15. INTERVIEW WITH THE BOARD OR ITS DESIGNEE. Respondent shall be

available in person upon request for interviews either at Respondent’s place of business or at the
probation unit office, with or without prior notice throughout the term of probation.

16. NON-PRACTICE WHILE ON PROBATION. Respondent shall notify the Board or

its designee in writing within 15 calendar days of any periods of non-practice lasting more than
30 calendar days and within 15 calendar dz;lys of Respondent’s return to practice. Non-practice is
defined as any period of time Respondent is not practicing medicine as defined in Business and
Professions Code sections 2051 and 2052 for at least 40 hours in a calendar month in direct
patient care, clinical activity or teaching, or other activity as approved by the Board. If
Respondeﬁt resides in California and is considered to be in non-practice, Respondent shalll
comply with all terms and conditions of probation. All time spent in an intensive training program
which has been approved by the Board or its designee shall not be considered non-practice and
does not relieve Responaent from complying with all the terms and conditions of probation.
Précticing medicine in another state of the United States or Federal jurisdiction while on
probétion vx;ith the medicél licensing authority of thaf state or jurisdiction shall not be considered
non-practice. A Board-ordered suspension of practice shall not be considered as a period of non-
practice.

1
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In the event Respondent’s period of non-practice while on probation exceeds 18 calendar
months, Respondent shéli successfully complete the Federation of State Medical Boards’s Special
Purpose Examination, or, at the Board’s discretion, a clinical competence assessment program
that meets the criteria of Condition 18 of the current version of the Board’s “Manual of Model
Disciplinary Orders and Disciplinary Guidelines” prior to resuming the practice of medicine.

Respondent’s peridd of non-practice while on probation shall not exceed two (2) years.

Periods of non-practice will ﬁot apply to the reduction of the probationary term.

~ Periods of non-practice for a Respondent residing outside of California will relieve
Respbndént of the responéibility to comply with the probationary terms and conditions with the
exception of this condition and the following terms and conditions of probation: Obey All Laws;
General Probation Requirements; Quarterly Declarations; Abstain from the Use of Alcohol and/or
Controlled Substances; and Biological Fluid Testing..

17. COMPLETION OF PROBATION. Respondent shall comply with all financial

obligations (e.g., restitdfion, probation costs) not later than 120 calendar days prior to the
completiori of probation. This term does not include cost recovery, which is due within 30
calendar days of the effective date of the Order, or by a payment plan approved by the Medical
Board and timely satisfied. Upon successful completion of probation, Respondent’s certificate

shall be fully restored.

18. VIOLATIO:N OF PROBATION. Failure to fully comply with any term or condition
of prébatioh is a violation of probation. If Respondent violates probation in any respect, the
Board, after giving Respondent notice and the opportunity to be heard, may revoke probation and
carfy out the disciplinary order ;chat was stayed. If an Accusation, or Petition to Revoke Probation,
or an Interim Suspensic;n brder is filed against Respondent during brobation, the Board shall have
continuing jurisdiction until the matter is final, and the period of probation shall be extended until

the matter is final.

19. LICENSE SURRENDER. Following the effective date of this Decision, if

Respondent ceases practicing due to retirement or health reasons or is otherwise unable to satisfy

the terms and conditions of probation, Respondent may request to surrender his or her license.

16
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The Beard reserves the right to evaluate Respondent’s request and to exercise its discretion in
determining Whether or not to grant the request, or to take any other action deemed appropriate
and reasonable under the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrender, Respondent
shall within 15 calendar days deliver Respondent’s wallet and wall certificate to the Board. or its
designee and Respondent shall no longer practice medicine. Respondent will no longer be subject
to the terms and conditions of probation. If Respondent re-applies for a medical license, the
application shall be treated as a petition for reinstatement of a revoked certificate.

20. - PROBATION MONITORING COSTS. Respondent shall pay the costs associated

with probation monitoring each and every year of probation, as designated by the Board, which
may be adjusted on an annual basis. Such costs shall be payable to the Medical Board of
California and delivered to the Board or its designee no later than January 31 of each calendar

year.

21. FUTURE AleISSIONS CLAUSE. If Respondent should ever apply or reapply for a
new license or certification, or petition for reinstatement of a license, by any other health care
licensing éctioh agency in the State of California; ali of the chérgeé and aliegétions contained in
Accusation/Petition to 4Revoke Probation No. 800-2024-113606 sha11 be deemed to be true,
correct, and admitted by Respondent for the purpose of any Statement of Issues or any other
proceeding seeking to dehy or restrict license.

i |
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ACCEPTANCE

I'have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Discipliﬁary Ordér and have fully
discussed it with my attorney, David Rosenberg, Esq. I understand the stipulation and the effect it-
will have on my Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate. I enter into this Stipulated Settlement and
Disciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be bound by the
Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California.

03 /31 /2025 0{ /”/D_

CHRISTOPHER ROBERT DOBSON, M.D.
Respondent

I have read and fully discussed with Respondent Christopher Robert Dobson, M.D. the

DATED:;

terms and conditions and other matters contained in the above Stipulated Settlement and

Disciplinary Order. I approve its form and content,

DATED: 3 | J202%

ENDORSEMENT

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully

submitted for consideration by the Medical Board of California.

DATED:. April 1, 2025 Respectfully submitted,

RoOB BONTA

Attorney General of California
MATTHEW M, DAVIS

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

GI1OVANNI F, MEJIA

Deputy Attorney General
- Attorneys for Complainant

—— ~

/

$D2024804124
85022458.docx
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ROB BONTA

Attorney General of Caleorma

MATTHEW M, DAVIS

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

GIOVANNI F. MEJIA

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 309951

600 West Broadway, Suite 1800

San Diego, CA 92101

P.O. Box 85266

San Diego, CA 92186-5266
Telephone: (619) 738-9072
Facsimile: (619) 645-2061

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation and Petition to | Case No. 800-2024-113606
Revoke Probation Against:
ACCUSATION AND PETITION TO |,
- Christopher Robert Dobson, M.D. REVOKE PROBATION
2308 Kettner Blvd., Ste. C
San Diego, CA 92101-1283

Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate
No. A 138370, '

Respondent.

PARTIES

1.  Reji Varghese (Complainant) brings this Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation
solely in his official capacity as the Executive Director of the Medical Board of California,
Department of Consumer Affairs (Board). |

2. On or about September 22, 2015, the Board issued Physician’s and Surgeon’s
Certificate No. A 1383 70 to Christopher Robert Dobson, M.D. (Respondent). The Physician’s
and Surgeon’s Certificate was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought
herein and will expire on August 31, 2025, unless renewed.

i
1
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3. Inan action entitled In the Matter of the Accusation Against Christopher Robert

Dobson, M.D., case No. 800-2018-041214, the Board issued a Decision (the Decision), effective

" August 17, 2022, in'which it revoked Respondent’s Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate

No. A 138370, stayed such revocation, and placed Respondent on probation for a period of

35 months with certain terms and conditions. A true and correct copy of this Decision is attached

- hereto as exhibit A and is incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.

JURISDICTION
4. This Accusation and Petition to Revoke Probation is brought before the Board, under
the authority of the Decision, and the following laws. All section references are to the Business
and Professions Code (Code) unless otherwise indicated.

5. Section 2227, subdivision (a), of the Code states:

A licensee whose matter has been heard by an administrative law judge of the
Medical Quality Hearing Panel as designated in Section 11371 of the Government
Code, or whose default has been entered, and who is found guilty, or who has entered
into a stipulation for disciplinary action with the board, may, in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter:- . - , S :

(1) Have his or her license revoked upon order of the board.

(2) Have his or her right to practice suspended for a period not to exceed one
year upon order of the board,

(3) Be placed on probation and be required to pay the costs of probation
monitoring upon order of the board. N

(4) Be publicly reprimanded by the board. The public reprimand may include a
requirement that the licensee complete relevant educational courses approved by the
board.

A (5) Have any other action taken in relation to discipline as part of an order of
probation, as the board or an administrative law judge may deem proper.

6.  Section 2234 of the Code states, in pertinent part: “The board shall take action against
any licensee who is charged with unprofessional conduct.”

7. Section 2239, subdivision (a), of the Code states:

The use or prescribing for or administering to himself or herself, of any
controlled substance; or the use of any of the dangerous drugs specified in Section
4022, or of alcoholic beverages, to the extent, or in such a manner as to be dangerous
or injurious to the licensee, or to any other person or to the public, or to the extent that
such use impairs the ability of the licensee to practice medicine safely or more than

2
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one misdemeanor or any felony involving the use, consumption, or self-
administration of any of the substances referred to in this section, or any combination
thereof; constitutes unprofessional conduct. The record of the conviction is conclusive
evidence of such unprofessional conduct.

COST RECOVERY
8.  Section 125.3 of the Code provides, in pertinent pért, that the Boar"d may request the
administrative law judge to direct a licensee found to have committed a violation or violations of
the licensing act to péy a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and
enforcement of the case, with failure of the licensee to comply subjecting the license to not being

renewed or reinstated. If a case settles, recovery of investigation and enforcement costs may be

included in a stipulated settlement.

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

9.  On or about November 5, 2024, Respondent provided a l;iological fluid specimen that
subsequently tested positive for the presence of methamphetamine and metabolites of |
mcthaﬁphctamine. . A _

10. The resulfs of the biological fluid testing performed on the specimen Respondent
provided on or about November 5, 2024 were consistent with Respondent’s use of a substance
containing methamphetamine.

11. Methamphetamine is a Schedule II controlled substance pursuant to Health and
Safety Code section 110535, subdivision (d), and a dangerous drug pursuant to Business and
Professions Code section 4022.

CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION
_ (Failure to Abstain from the Use of Controlled Substances)
12.  As in effect at all times on or after 5 p.m. on August 17, 2022, pursuant to the

Decision, condition 1 of Respondent’s probation stated:

CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES — ABSTAIN FROM USE. Respondent shall
abstain completely from the personal use or possession of controlled substances as
defined in the California Uniform Controlled Substances Act, dangerous drugs as
defined by Business and Professions Code section 4022, and any drugs requiring a
prescription. This prohibition does not apply to medications lawfully prescribed to
Respondent by another practitioner for a bona fide illness or condition.

3
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Within 15 calendar days of receiving any lawfully prescribed medications,
Respondent shall notify the Board or its designee of the: issuing practitioner’s name,
address, and telephone number; medication name, strength, and quantity; and issuing
pharmacy name, address, and telephone number.

If Respondent has a confirmed positive biological fluid test for any substance
(whether or not legally prescribed) and has not reported the use to the Board or its
designee, Respondent shall receive a notification from the Board or its designee to
immediately cease the practice of medicine. The Respondent shall not resume the
practice of medicine until the final decision on an accusation and/or a petition to
revoke probation is effective. An accusation and/or petition to revoke probation shall
be filed by the Board within 30 days of the notification to cease practice. If the
Respondent requests a hearing on the accusation and/or petition to revoke probation,
the Board shall provide the Respondent with a hearing within 30 days of the request,
unless the Respondent stipulates to a later hearing. If the case is heard by an
Administrative Law Judge alone, he or she shall forward a Proposed Decision to the
Board within 15 days of submission of the matter, Within 15 days of receipt by the
Board of the Administrative Law Judge’s proposed decision, the Board shall issue its
Decision, unless good cause can be shown for the delay. If the case is heard by the
Board, the Board shall issue its decision within 15 days of submission of the case,
unless good cause can be shown for the delay. Good cause includes, but is not limited
to, non-adoption of the proposed decision, requests for reconsideration, remands and
other interlocutory orders issued by the Board. The cessation of practice shall not
apply to the reduction of the probationary time period.

If the Board does not file an accusation or petition to revoke probation within
30 days of the issuance of the notification to cease practice or does not provide
Respondent with a hearing within 30 days of a such a request, the notification of
¢ease practice shall be dissolved. '

13.  Respondent’s probation is subject to revocation because he has failed to abstain

completely from the personal use or possession of controlled substances as required by
condition 1 of his probation, as more particularly alleged in paragraphs 9 through 11, above,

which are hereby inc_brporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.

CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Use of a Controlled Substance)

14. Respondent has subjected his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. A 138370 to

disciplinary action undér sections 2234 and 2239, subdivision (a), of the Code in that he used a
controlled substance as more particularly alleged in paragraphs 9 through 11, above, which are

hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.

DISCIPLINARY CONSIDERATIONS

15, To determine the degree of discipline, if any, to be imposed on Respondent,

Complainant alleges thét effective August 17, 2022, by the Decision, the Board revoked

4
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Respondent’s Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate for gross negligence and repeated negligent
acts including possessing controlled substances without a valid prqscription and refusing to
cooperate with a Board investigation; violating one or more statutes or regulations regulating
dangerous drugs or controlled substances; and failing to attend and participate in an interview by
the Board. The Board stayed said revocation and placed Respondeﬁt on probation.for a period of
35 months. '

16. To further determine the degree of discipline, if ény, to be imposed on Respondent,
Complainant alleges that on or about December 3, 2024, the Board issued a cease practice order
(CPO) finding that Respondent had failed to obey condition 1 of his probation, by testing positive
for methamphetamine. The CPO remains in effect as of the time _of the filing of this Accusation
and Petition to Revoke Probation.

| PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing bc held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Medical Board of Caleorma issue & decision:

1.  Revoking the probatlon that was granted by the Medical Board of Cahforma in case
No. 800-2018—041214 and imposing the disciplinary order that was stayed thereby revoking
Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. A 138370 issued to Respondent Christopher Robert
Dobson, M.D.; '

2. Revoking or suspending Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. A 138370, issged
to Respondent Christopher Robert Dobson, M.D.;

3. Revoking, suspending or denying approval of Respondent Christopher Robert
Dobson, M.D.’s au’;hc;rity to supervise physician assistants and advaﬁced practice nurses; |
‘ 4. Ordering R@spbndent Christopher Robert Dobson, M.D. to pay the Medical Board of
Califomié the reaso'n;able costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case and, if placed on
probation, to pay the costs of probation monitoriﬁg; and’

5.  Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

Al

i

5
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JAN D2 2035 > .

REJI VARGHESE

Executive Director

Medical Board of California
Department of Consumer Affairs
State of California

Complainant

DATED

84877400.docx
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BEFORE THE :
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation
Against: .
' Case No.: 800-2018-041214
Christopher Robert Dobson, M.D.

Physician’s and Surgeon’s
Certificate No. A 138370

i Respondent.

DECISION

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby
adopted as the Decision.and Order of the Medical Board of California, Department
of Consumer Affairs, State of California. : :

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on August 17, 2022,
| IT IS SO ORDERED: " July 18, 2022,

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

N

l._:aurie Rose Lubiano, J.D., Chair
Panel A

DCU22 {Rev 06-2021)
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RoOB BONTA

Attorney General of California
MATTHEW M. DAVIS

Supervising Deputy Attorney General
GIOVANNI F. MEJIA

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 309951

600 West Broadway, Suite 1800

-San Diego, CA 92101

P.O. Box 85266

San Diego, CA 92186-5266
Telephone: (619) 738-9072
Facsimile: (619) 645-2061

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE -
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2018-041214

CHRISTOPHER ROBERT DOBSON, M.D. | OAH No. 2021050890
4510 Executive Dr., Ste. 107

San Diego, CA 92121-3022 STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND

DI L E
Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate SCIPLINARY ORDER

No. A 138370,

Respondent.

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to tﬁe above-

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true;
' PARTIES

1. William Prasifka (Complainant) is the Executive Director of the Medical Board of
California (Board). He brought this action solely in his official capacity and is represented in this
matter by Rob Bonta, Attorney General of the State of California, b).' Giovanni F. Mejia, Deputy
Attorney General. _

2. Respondent .Christopher Robert Dobson, M.D. (Respondent) is represented in this
proceeding by attorney Kevin C. Murphy, Esq., whose address is: Murphy Jones APC, 5575 Lake
Park Way, Suite 218, San Diego, CA 91942,

1
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3.  Onor about September 22, 2015, the Board issued Physician’s and Surgeon’s
Certificate No. A 138370 to Christopher Robert Dobson, M.D. (Respondent). The I;hysician’s
and Surgeon’s Certificate was in full force and effect at all times relevﬁnt to the charges brought
in Accusation No. 800-2018-041214, and will expire on August:31, 2023, unless renewed.

| ' " JURISDICTION
4, Acgusation No. 800-2018-041214 was filed before the Board, and is currently

pending against Respondent, The Accusation and all other statutorily réquired documents were

prc;pe:jly served on Respondent on February 11, 2021. Respondent timely filed his Notice of
Defense contesting the Accusation.

5. A copy of Accusation No. 800-2018-041214 is attached as exhibit A and incorporated
herein by reference.

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS .

6.  Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the -
charges and allegations in Accusation No. 800-2018-041214. Respondent has also carefully read,
fully discussed with his counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated Settlement and
Disciplinary Order. '

T Respondent is fully aware of his legal rights in this matter, including the right to a
hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to confront and cross-examine
the witnesses against him; the right to present evidence and to testify on his own behalf the right
to the issuance of siibpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses _and the production of -

documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other

.rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws.

'8, Respondént voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and
every right set forth above.
‘ CULPABILITY
9. Respondent does not contest fhat, at an administrative hearing, complainant couldFad: _

establish a prima facie case with respect.to the charges and allegations in Accusation

| No., 800-2018-041214, a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as exhibit A, and that

2 .
STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND DISCIPLINARY ORDER (800-2018-041214)




O 0 NN & v S W N -

N N N NN N NN [N — — —_ e — —_ e e
Q0 ~ (=)} (92} B w \S ] — o A= o0 ~ [+ L BN W »N — ()

he has thereby subjected his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate, No. A 138370 to disciplinafy
action. ' . .

10. Respondent agrees that his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate is subject to
discipline and he agrees to be bound by the Board's probationary terms as set forth in the
Disciplinary Order below. _

11, Respondent aéees that if he ever pfatitions for early termination or modification of
prqbation, or if an_a_gcusation and/or pgtition to revoke probation is filed against him beforlet' gﬁ n
Board, all of the charges and allegations.contained in Accusation No. 860-201 8-041214 shall be

deemed true, correct and fully admitted by respondent for purposes of any such proceeding or any

_other licensing proceeding involving Respondent in the State of California.

12. The admissions made by Respondent herein are only for the purposes of this
proceeding, or any other procegdings in which the Medical Board of California or other
professiongl licensing agency i.s involved, and shall not be admissible in a.ny other criminal or
civil proceeding.

CONTINGENCY

13. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Medical Board of California.
Respondent undetstands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Medical
Board of California may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and

settlement, without notice to or patticipation by Respondent or his counsel. By signing the _ t-

Ve
sty

 stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that he may not withdraw his agreement or seek

to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails
to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary
Order shall be of no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal

action between the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having

‘considered this matter.

[
i
i
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" ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS o

 14. This Stlpulated Settlement and Dlsclplmary Order is mtended by the part1es herem to
be an mtegrated wrmng representmg the complete, f‘mal and excluswe embodiment of the
agreements of the parties in the above-entitled matter.

| 1'5.' The parties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facsimile
copxes of thls Stlpulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order, mcludmg PDF and facsimile
signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the originals.

16. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that
the Board may, without further notice or opportunity to be heard by the Respondent, issue and
enter the following Disciplinary Order:“

| DISCIPLINARY ORDER
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. A 138370

issued to Respondent Christopher Robert Dobson, M.D. is revoked. However, the revocatior'is’
stayed and Respondent is placed on probation for thirty-five (35) months on the following tefms
and conditions: >' T '

1. QONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ABSTAIN FROM QS Respondent shall abstain
completely from the personal use or possession of controlled substances as defined in the -
California Uniform Controlled Substances Act, dangerous drugs as defined by ‘ﬁusiness and
Professions Code section 4022, and any drugs requiring a prescription. This prohibition does not
apply to medications lawfully prescribed to Respondent by another practitioner for a bona fide
illness or condition. -~

Within 15 calendar days of receiving any lewfully' prescribed medications, Respondent
shall notify the Board or its designee of the: issuing practitioner’s name, address, and telephone
number; medication name, strex;gth, and quantity; and issuing pharmacy name, address, and
telephone number. . - S i

If Respondent has a confirmed positive biological fluid test for any substance (whether or
not legally prescribed) and has not reported the use to the Boerd or its designee, Respondenf shall

receive a notification from the Board or its designee to immediately-cease the practice of

-4 '
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medicine. The Respondent shall not resume the practice of medicine until the final decision on an

accusation and/or a petition to revoke probation is effective. An accusation and/or petition to

revoke probation shall be filed by the Board within 30 days of the notification to cease practice. If

the Respondent requests a heariflg on the accusation and/or petition to revoke probation, the

Board shall provide the Respondent with a hearing within 30 days of the request, unless the
Respondent stipulates to a later hearing, If the case is heard by an Administrative Law Jﬁdgg
alone, he or she shall forward a Proposed Decision to the Board within 15 days of submissi;nl;)f
the matter. Within 15 days of receipt by the Board of the Administrative Law Judge’s proposed

decision, the Board shall issue its Decision, unless good cause can be shown for the delay. If the

'case is heard by the Bo'ard,. the Board shall issue its decision within 15 days of submission of the

case, unless good cause can be shown for the delay. Good cause includes, but is not limited to,-
non-adoption of the proposed decision, requests for reconsideration, remands and other
interlocutory orders issued by the Board. The cessation of practice shall not apply jto the reduction
ofthe probationar'y time period. .

If the Board does not ﬁIe' an accusation or petition to revoke probation witﬁin 30 days of the
issuance of the notification to cease practice or does not provide Respondent with a hearing
within 30 days of a such a request, the notification of cease practice shall be dissolved. _

2. ALCOHOL - ABSTAIN FROM USE. Respondent shall abstain completely from the
use of products or beverages containing alcohol. '

If Respondent has a confirmed positive biological fluid test for alcohol, Respondent shall
receive a tiotification from the Board or its designee to immediately cease the préctice of
medicine. The Respondent shall not resume the practice of medicine until the final decision on an
accusation and/or a petition to revoke probation is effective. An accusation and/or petition to
revoke probation shall be filed by the Board within 30 days of the. notification to cease practice. If
the Respondent requests a hearing on the accusation and/or petition to revoke prébation, the
Board shall provide the Respondent with a hearing within 30 days of the request, unless the
Respondent stipulates to a later hearing. the case is heard by an Administrative Law Judge alone,

he or she shall forward a Proposed Decision to the Board within 15 days of submission of the

5
STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND DISCIPLINARY ORDER (800-201 8-041298




O 00 N A W, AW N e

L N NN N NN NN e e e e e et et e
QQG\MAWNHO\QM‘\IO\MAWNHO

matter. Within 15 days of receipt by the Board of the Administrative Law Judge’s proposed

decision, the Board shall issues its Decision, unless good cause can be shown for the delay. Ifthe
case is heard by the Board, the Board shall issue its decision within 15 days of submission of the
case, unless good cause'cén be shown for the delay. Good cause includes, but is not limited to,
non-adoption of the proposed decision, requésts for reconsideration, remands and other
interlocutory orders issued by the Board. The cessation of practice shall not apply to the reduction
of the probationary time period. |

If the Board does not file an accusation or petition to revoke probation within 30 days of the
issuance of the notification to cease practice or does not provide Respondent V\.Iit_h a hearing
within 30 days of such a request, the notification of cease practice shall be dissolved.

3. BIOLOGICAL FLIjID TESTING. Resporident shall immediately submit to
biological fluid testing, at Respondent’s expense, upon request of the Board or its designee. .. pi
“Biological fluid testing” may include, but is not limited to, urine, blood, breathalyzer, hair |
follicle testing, or similar drug screening approved by the Board or its designee. Prior to
practicing medicine, Respondent shall contract with a laboratory or sefvice approved in advance
by the Board or its designee that will conduct random, unannounced, observed, biological fluid
testing. The contract éhail require results of the tests to be transmitted by the laboratory or service
directly to the Board or its designee within four hours of the results becoming available.
Respondent shall m'éintain this laboratory or service contt:act during the period of probation.

A certified copy of any laboratory test result may be received in e}gidencq. in any
proceedings between the Board and Respondent.

CIf Respondent-fé.ils to cooperate in a random bidlogical flaid testing program within the
specified time frame, Respondent shall receive a notification from the Board or its designee to
immediately cease the préctice of medicine. The Respondent shall not resume the practice of-:* ’
medicine until the final ciecision on an accusation and/or a petition to revoke probation is .
effective, An accusatlon and/or petition to revoke probation shall be filed by the Board within 30
days of the notlﬂcatlon to cease practxce Ifthe Respondent requests a hearmg on the accusation

and/or petition to revoke probatxon, the Board shall provide the Rcspondent witha hearmg within

6
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30 days of the request, unless the Respondent stipulates to a later hearing. If the cése is heard by
an Administrative Law Judge alone, he or she shall forward a Proposed Decision to the Board
within IS days of submxssnon of the matter. Within 15 days of receipt by the Board of the
Admmxstratxve Law Judge’s proposed decision, lhe Board shall issue its Declsxon, unless good
cause can be shown for the delay, If the case is heard by the Board, the Board shall i issue its,-+ 4
decision within 15 days of submission of the case, uhless good cause can be shown for the delay.
Good cause includgs, but is not limited to, non-adoption of the .proposed decision, requests for
reconsideration, remands and other interlocutory orders issued by the Board. The cessgtion of
practice shall not apply to the reduction of the probationary time period. '

If the Board does not file an accusation or petition to revoke probation within 15 days of the
issuance of the notification to cease prac.tice or does not provide Respondent with a hearing
within 30 days of such a request; the no.tiﬁcation of cease practice shall be dissolved.

4. EDUCATION COURSE. Within 60 calendar days of the effective date of this

Decision, and on anannual basis thereafter, Respondent shall submit to the Board or its designee

for its prior approval educational program(s) or course(s) which shall not be less than 40 hours

per year, for each year of probation. The educational program(s) or course(s) shall be aimed at

correcting any areas of deficient practice or knowledge and shall be Category I certified. The
educational program(s) or course(s) shall be at Respondent’s ;axpense and shall be in addition to
the Continuing Medical Education (CME) requirem.ent's for renewal of licensure. Following the
completion of each course, the Board or its designee may administer an examination to test
Respondent’s knowledge of the course. Respondent shall provide proof of attendance for 65
hours of CME of which 40 hours were in satisfaction of this condition.

5. PR'OFESS‘IONALISM PROGRAM (ETHICS COURSE).. Within 60 calendar days of
the effective date of this Decision, Respondent shall enroll in a professionalism program, that
meets the requirements of Title 16, California Code of Regulations (CCR) section 1358.1.
Respondent shall participate in and suécessfully complete that program. Respondent shall provide
any information and documents that the prog_rém may deem pertinent. Respondent shall -
successfully complete the classroom compdnent of the program not Jater thian six (6) months after

e

7
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Respondent’s initial enrollment, and the longitudinal component of the program not later than the
time specified by the program, but no later than one (1) year after attending the classroom
component. The professionalism program shall be at Respondent’s expense and shall be in.
addition to the Continuing Medical Education (CME) requirements for renewal of licensure.

A professionalism program taken after the acts that gave rise to the charges in the

Accusation, but prior _tk; the effective date of the Decision may, in the sole discretion of the Board

- or its designee, be accepted towards the fulfillment of this condition if the program would have

been approved by the Board or its designee had the program been taken after the effective date of

this Decision. ,

Respondent shall submit a certification of successful completion to the Board or its
designee not later than 15 calendar days after successfully completing the program or not la.t(;er
than 15 calendar days after the effective date of the Decision, whichever is later.

6. MONITORING - PRACTICE. Within 30 calendar days of the effective date of this

Decision, Respondent shall submit to t\he Board or its'designee for prior approval as a practice
monitor(s), the name and qualificationé of one or moré licensed physicians and surgec.ms whose
licenses are valid and in good standing, and who are preferably American Board of Medical
Specialties (ABMS) certified. A monitor shall have no prior or current business or personal
relationship with Ré's‘por;dent, or other relationship that could reasonably be expected to
compromise the ability of the monitor to render fair and unbiased reports to the Boéﬁrd, including
but not limited to any form of bartering, shall be in Respondent’s field of practice, and must agree
to serve as Respondent’s monitor. Respondent shall pay all monitoring costs.

~ The Board or its designee shall provide the approved monitor with copies of the Decision(s)
and Accusation(s), and ﬁ proposed monitoring plan. Within 15 calendar days of receipt of the
Decision(sj, Accuéation(s),' and proposed monitoring plan, the monitor shall submit a signed
statement that the monitor has read the Decision(s) and Accusation(s), fully understands the r;)le
of a monitor, and agrees or disagrees with the proposed monitoring plan. If the monitor-disagrees
with the proposed mionitoring plan, the monitor shall submit a revised monitoring plan with the

signed statemeﬁt‘for apprdval by the Board or its designee.

8
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Within 60 calendar days of the effective date of this Decision, and continuing throughout
probation, Respondeﬁt’s practice shall be monitored by the approved monitor. Respondent shall
make all records availaiale for immediate inspection and copying on the premises by the monitor
at all times during business hours and shall retain the records for the entire term of probation':'“\S

If Respondent fails to obtain approval of a monitor within 60 calendar days of the effective
date of this DecisioAn‘,iRespondent shall receive a ﬁotiﬁcationﬁorﬁ fhe Board or its designee to
cease the practice of medicine within three (3) calendar days after being so notified. Respondent '
shall cease the practiéé of medicine until a monitor is apbroved to provide r.ﬁonitoring‘
responsibility.

The monitor(s) shall submit a quarterly written report to the Board or its designee which
includes an evaluation of Respondent’s performance, indicating whether Respondent’s practices
are within the standards of practice of medicine, and whether Respondent is practicing medicine
safely, billing appropriately or both. It shall be the sole responsiBility of Respondent to ensure

that the monitor submits the quarterly written reports to the Board or its designee within 10

) . .1&5)
If the monitor resigns or is-no longer available, Respondent shall, within 5 calendar ddys of

calendar days after the end of the preceding quarter,

such resignation or unavailability, submit to the Board or its desigriee, for prior approval, the
name and qualifications of a repl;xcement monitor who will be assuming that responsibility within
15 calendar days. If Réspondent fails to obtain approval of a replacement monitor within 60
calendar days of the resignation or unavailability of the monitor, Respondent shall receive a

notification from the Board or its designee to cease the practice of medicine within three (3)

‘calendar da);s after being so notified. Respondent shall cease the practice of medicine until a

replacement monitor is approved and assumes monitoring responsibility.
In lieu of a monitor, Respondent may participate in a professional enhancement program

approved in advance by the Board or its designee that includes, at minimum, -quarterly chart

review, semi-annual practice assessment, and semi-annual review of professional growth-and

education. Respondérit shall participate i the professional enhancement program at ~Responde§1"t\'f;s)
’ o v LR

expense during the term of probation.

9 )
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7. NOTIFICATION. Within seven (7) days of the effective dats of this Decision, the
Respondent shall provide a true copy of this Decision and Accusation to the Chief of Staff or the
Chief Executive Ofﬁéér at every hospital where privileges ér membership afe extended to
Respondent, at any othier facility where Respondent engages in the practice of médicine,
including all physiciéﬁ and locum tenens registries or other similar agencies, and to the Chief
Executive Officer at éile;y insurance carrier which extends malpractfce insurance coverage to
Respon’der{t. Respohdéﬁf shall submit proof of compliance to the Board or its designee within 15
calendar days. 1 ' .

This conditioﬁ shall appl).l to any change(s) in hospitals, other facilities or insurance c.:fqrfi'éff‘

. 8. OBEY ALL LAWS, Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws, all rules
governing the practice.of medicine in California and remain in full compliance with any court

ordered criminal probation, payments, and other orders.

9, INVESTIGATION/ENFORCEMENT COST RECO\}ERY. Respondent is hereby

ordered to reimburse the Board its costs of investigation and enforcement, including, but not
limited to, expert reviéw,.amendedaccusations, legal reviews, joint investigations, and subpoena
cnforcement,' as applicable, in the amount of $1,430 (one thousand four hundred and thirty
dollars). Costs shall be payable to the Medical Board of California, Failure to pay suqh costs shall
be considered a violation of probation, ‘

Any and all requests for a payment plan shall bé siibmitted in writing b'y Respor‘1dent to the
Board. | .

The filing of bankruptcy by respondent shall not relieve respondent of the responsibi]it'y:@'?
repay investigation and enforcement costs, including expert review costs (if applicable).

10. QUARTERLY DECLARATIONS. Respondent éhall submit quarterly declarations
under penalty of perjury on forms provided by the Board, stating whether there has been -
compliance with all the conditions of probation. _

Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations not later than 10 calendar days after the end
of the preceding quarter.

i '
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11. GENERAL PROBATION REQUIREMENTS.

Compliance with Probation Unit

- Respondent shall comply with the Board's probation unit. ey 10

Address Changes '

Respondent shall, at all times, keep the Board informed of Respondent’s business and
residence addresses, email address (if available), and telephone number. Changes of such
addresses shall be immediately communicated in writing to the Board or its designee. Under no
circumstances shall a:post office box serve as an address of record, except as allowed by Business
and Professions Code section 2021, subdivision (b).

Place of Practice

Respondent shall not engage in the practice of medicine in Respondent’s or patient’s place
of residence, unless the patient resides in a skilled nursing facility or other similar licensed
facility.

License Renéwal -
Respondent shall maintain a current and renewed California physician’s and surgeon‘.éy 13

license.

Travel or Residence Outside California

Respondent shall immediately inform the Board or its designee, in writing, of travel to any
areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more than thirty
(30) calendar days. '

In the event Responc'lent should leave the State of California to reside or to practice
Resbondent shall notify the Board or its designee in writing 30 calendar days prior to the dates of
departure and return.

12, INTERVIEW WITH THE BOARD OR ITS DESIGNEE. Respondent shall be

available in person upon request for interviews either at Respondent’s place of businéss or at the

probation unit office, with or without prior notice throughout the term of prol\)ation. -
’ Ve I

13. NON-PRACTICE WHILE ON PROBATION. Respondent shall notify the Board or

its designee in writing within 15 calendar days of any periods of non-practice last'ing more than

11
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30 calendar days and within 15 calendar days of Respondent’s return to practice. Non~practice is.
defined as any period of time Respondent is not practicing medicine as defined in Business and
Professions Code sections 2051 and 2052 for at least 40 hours in a calendar month in direct
patient care, clinical activity or teaching, or other activity as approved by the Board. If
Respondent resides in California and is considered to be in non-practice, Respondent shall
comply with all terms and conditions of probation. All time spent in an intensive training'program
which.has been appr‘ovﬁd by the Board or its designee shall not be considered non-practice and
does not relieve Respondent from complying with all the terms and conditions of probation,, - 1 -
Practicing medicine in another state of the United States or Federal jurisdiction while on
probation with the medical licensing authority of that state or jurisdiction shall not be considered
non-practice. A Board-ordered suspension of practice shall not be considered as a period of non-
practice, . |

In the event Respondent’s period of non-practice while on probation exceeds 18 calendar

‘months, Respondent shall successfiilly complete the Federation of State Medical Boards’s Special

Purpose Exarr;inat'ion, or, at the Board’s discretion, ‘a clinical competence assessment program
that meets the criteria of Condition 18 of the current version of the anrd's “Manual of Model
Disciplinary Orders and Disciplinary Guidelines™ prior to resuming the practice of medicine.
Respondent’s period of non-practice while on probation shall not exceed two (2). years,
Periods of non-practice will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term.
Periods of non-practice for a Respondent residing outside of California will relieve -- - <

Respondent of the responsibility to comply with the probationary terms and conditions with the

‘exception of this condition and the following terms and conditions of probation: Obey All Laws;

General Probation Requirements; Quarterly Declarations; Abstain from the Use of Alcohol and/or
Controlled Substances; .and Biological Fluid Testing,.

14. 'COMPLETION OF PROBATION. Respondent shall comply with all financial
obligations (i:.g., restitution, probation costs) not later than 120 calendar days prior to the
ccmpletion of probation. Upon successful completion of probation, Respondent’s certificate shall

be fully restored. = -

12- .
STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND DISCIPLINARY ORDER (800-2018-041214)




© 0.1 & ;o B~ W W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
.24
25
26
27
28

15. VIOLAT[ON OF PROBATION. Failure to fully comply with any term or condmon
of probatlon isa vxolation of probation, If Respondent v1olates probatlon in any respect the
Board, after glvmg Respondent notice and the opportunity to be heard, may revoke probatlon and
carry out the disciplmary order that was stayed If an Accusation, or Petition to Revoke Probation,
oran Interxm Suspensxon Order is filed against Respondent during probation the Board shall have

contmumg _)urisdiction until the matter is final, and the perlod of probation shall be extended until

the matter is final.

16. LICENSE SURRENDER FolIowmg the effectlve date of this Decisxon, xf
Respondent ceases practicing due to retirement or health reasons or is otherwise unable to satisfy
the terms and conditions of probation, Respondent may request to surrender his or her license.
The Board reserves the right to evaluate Respondent’s request and to exercise its discretion in
determining whether or not to grant the request, or to take any other action deemed appropriate
and reasonable under the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrender, Respondent ™
shall within 15 calendar days deliver Respondent’s wallet and wall certificate'to the Board or its
designee and Resp'ondent shall no longer practice medicine. Respondent will no longer be subject
to the terms and conditions of probation. If Respondent te-applies for a medical license, the
application shall be trea_ted as a petition for reinstatement of a revoked certificate.

17. PROBATION MONITORING COSTS. Respondent shall pay the costs associated
with probation monitoring each and every year of probation, as designated by the Board, which
may be adjusted on an annual basis. Such costs shall be payable to the Medical Board of
California and deiiVered to the Board or its designee no later than January 31 of each calendar
year. '

18. FUTURE ADMISSIONS CLAUSE. If Respondent should ever apply or reapply for a

new license or certification, or petition for reinstatement of a llcense, by any other health care
licensing action agency in the State of California, all of the charges and allegations contained‘in’

Accusation No, 800-2018-041214 shall be deemed to be true, correct, and admitted by

Respondent for the purpose of any Statement of Issues or any other p'roceeding"seeking to deny' or

restrict license.

13
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_ ACCEPTANCE :
| have carefully-read thie above Stipulated Settlemient-und Disciplingty Order anid-have-filly :

‘ bxscmlmary Ot*dc: volutarily, kriowingly, afi intel)xl,enny.*and agree 1o HoBound byt -

il Discinliary Oder. | dpprove its forrrind cajttént.

! d‘isauss‘ed it with-my-attorney, Kevin €. Mirphy, Esqy ] und’el'esmhd'.lhc stiplslasion dnd-{li effect it f
“ ﬂl%\a‘.e,qn my I’hymu.m wind Syrgeonly Cenificate, | enter-irito. tlits: Stipulated Seule;nem wand |

Demslon zmd Ot‘dcr a¥Fthe Medital Bqard of Calllormd

DATED: . ¥ 2213

et 2P

RlSTOPHER R,QBERT DOBS@N M D
Rv..spvnddnb
lhave feddrand fully discyssed-witti Respandint Ch\;lstqphu .Robert: Debson; MIB: }he

fetms and-cundivions und-obtier fiatiers containgd in:thi-above S..npu.&ﬁs¢$§@cqut-ag§

" DATED:

KEVIN C, MURJ’HY E5Q. e
Atwengvijor: Respendent

ENDORSEMENE

. Théforegoing Stipulited Settlemenit angd -D‘ise‘zpl'iﬁa'x'?v Qrdor {s heteby respectfully

%ubmxm.d ‘lur sorisideration by-the Medical Board.of Gl

CDATED: Respeerfully s subrhiteed,
Rpl BORTA -
Attogney Geperafof Cahfpnila ‘ ‘.
NT'\ '\/1',:.D - ;

'Superw&mg Deputy- Attomey Gencral

I 'spiozrsehumigsaasaT

¢ ﬂ()\v’,\h'\( F. MEix.
. . - DepytyeAtivirneyrGereral
. _.-llr;;ifu‘% for Cmupldflmm

i4 _
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ACCEPTAN| CE
L have, carefullyread the.above Stipalated. Settlément and Pisciplinary Order and have fully

Il disgussed it with ty:attoriiey, Kevin €, Murphy, Esq. I understapdthe stipnlation. ahd the efféct:it;

will have om: my Physwmn’s and Sufgeon's: Ccrttﬁcate, Leniter mto this:Stipulated Settlement and’
Dlscxplmary Order VQluntanly, knongly, and mtelﬁgently, and. agree to bebotind by the .
Decisio and Order ofithe Medical Beard of Clifornia.

‘DATED;

CHRISTO?HERROBERT DOBSON, M. D..
Respondeni

T:havesead and :fully disoussed with: Respondent Christopher Rbbex‘t Dobsot, M.D. the
! tenns and dondxtlons antl othérnistters contamed in the: above)Snpu{ated ‘Seitlemet-and
Disciplinary Order, I approve its-formy and content,

parem:  jfosfan e L,
L i 'KEVINC.MURPHY"..-J ¥
Allarneyforkespd dent.

ThéForegoing Stipulated Settlement and stclphnary Otden 1§ hereby respectfully
subxmtted for eonsxderahon by the Medical Board of'California,

DATEDu e o . Respecmlly subxmited,
- ROBHONA,

\ Attomey Genietal of Cahfomia
MATTHEW M, DAV

GIOVANNTE. MENA - -
Depiity Aftormey Genéial
Attameys Jfor Gormiplainant,

SD2021500199/85998474 docx
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ACCEPTANCE

I have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order and have fully

discussed it with my attorney, Kevin C. Muri)hy, Esq. I understand the stipulation and the effect it
will have on my Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate, I enter into this Stipulated Settlement and

Disciplinary Order vé luntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and agree to be bound by the

Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California. ‘

DATED:

CHRISTOPHER ROBERT DOBSON,-M.D.
Respondent :

I have read and fully discussed with Respondent Christopher Robert Dobson, M.D. the
terms and conditions and other matters containeci in the above Stipulated Settlement and

Disciplinary Order. I approve its form and content.

DATED:

KEVIN C. MURPHY, ESQ.
Attorney for Respondent

’ ENDORSEMENT
The fox:egoirig Si’;ipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully
submitted for considérati(;n by the Medical Board of California.

DATED: January 20, 2022 _ Respectfully submitted,

ROB BONTA

Attorriey General of California

MATTHEW M. DAVIS - _
. Supervising Deputy Attorney General

el

GIOVANNI F. MEJIA
Deputy Attorney General
Attorneys for Complainant

§D2021800199/83228474.dacx
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XAVIER BECERRA

Attorney General of Califomia
MA'I'I'HEW M., Davis
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
GIOVANNI F. MEJIA

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 309951

600 West Broadway, Suite 1800
San Diego, CA 92101

P,O, Box 85266

San Diego, CA 92186-5266 .

- Telephone: (619) 738-9072

Facsimile: (619) 645-2061

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2018-041214

Christopher Robert Dobson, M.D. ACCUSATION
4510 Executive Dr., Ste, 107 . -
San Diego, CA 9212173022

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate
No. A 138370,

Respondent,

PARTIES

1. Wllliam Prasxtka (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in his official capacity

|l as the Executwe Dxrector of the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer Affalrs

(Board).
2. ° Onorabout September 22, 2015, the Medical Board issued Physician's and Surgeon's

Certificate No. A 138370 to Christopher Robert Dobson, M.D. (Respondent). The Physician's and
Surgeon's Certificate was in full force and effect at ali times relevant to the charges brought
.herein and will expire on August 31, 2021, unless renewed.
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JURISDICTION
3. This Accusation is brought before the Board, under the authority of the following

laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code (Code) unless otherwise

indicated.

4.  Section 2227, subdivision (a) of the Code:states:

A licensee whose matter has béen heard by an administrative law judge of the

“‘Medical Quality Hearing Panel as designated in Section 11371 of the Government

pode, or whose default has been entered, and who is found guilty, or who has entered
into a stipulation for disciplinary action with the board, may, in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter:

(1) Have his or her license revoked upon order of the board.

|
(2) Have his or her right to practice suspended for a period not to exceed onc
year upon order of the board.

(3)Be placed on probation and be required to pay the costs of probation
monitoring upon order of the board.

(4)Be publicly rep'rimanded' by the board, The public reprimand may include a
gequgement that the licensee complete relevant educational courses approved by the
oard.

5) Have any other action taken in relation to discipline as part of an order of
probation, as the board or an administrative law judgeé may deem proper. ’

5. Section 2234, subdivisions (a) through () of the Code state: -

The. board shall take action against any licensee who is charged with )
unprofessional conduct. In addition to other provisions of this article, unprofessional
sonduct includes, but is not limited to, the following:

(a) Violating or attempting to violate, directly or indirectly, assisting in or
abetting the violation of, or conspiring to violate any provision of this chapter.

(b) Gross negligence.

(c) Repeated negligent acts. To be repeated, there must be two or more
negligent acts or omissions. An initial negligent act or omission followed by a_
separate and distinct departure from the applicable standard of care shall constitute
repeated negligent acts. -

(1) An iniitial negligent diagnosis followed by-an act or omission n'ledically
appropriate for'that negligent diagnosis of the patient shall constitute a single
negligent act. '

S V) Whé‘n the standard of care requires a change in the diagnosis, act, or
ornission that constitutes the negligent act described in paragraph (1), including, but
not [imited to, a reevaluation of the diagnosis or a change in treatment, and the
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" licensee’s conduct departs from the applicable standard of care, each departure °
constitutes a separate and distinct breach of the standard of care,

6. ~ Atslltimes relevant to the acts or omissions alleged in the instant Amuéation up to
and including DecemB_er 31, 2019, section 2234, subdivision (h) of the Code stated:

The boatd shall take action against any licensee who is charged with
unprofessional conduct. In addition to other provisions of this article, unprofessional
conduct includes, but is not [imited to, the following:

(h) The repeated failure, by a certificate holder, in the absence of good cause, to
attend and participate in an interview by the board, This subdivision shall only apply
to a certificate holder who is the subject of an investigation by the board.

7.  Effective January 1, 2020, section 2234, subdivision (h) of the Code was relettered

subdivision (g)and amended to state:

The board shall take action against any licensee who is charged with
unprofessional conduct. In addition to other provisions of this article, unprofessional
conduct includes, but is not limited to, the following:

(g) The fatlure by a certificate holder, in the absence of good cause, to attend
and participate in an interview by the-board. This subdivision shall only apply toa
certificate holder who is the subject of an investigation by the board, ,

8.  Section 2238 of the Code states:

0

A violation of any federal statute or federal regulation or any of the statutes or
regulations of this state regulating dangerous drugs or controlled substances
constitutes unprofessional conduct. :

9,  Unprofessional conduct under Business and Professions Code section 2234 is conduct
that breaches the rules or ethical code of a professioﬁ or conduct which is unbecoming a member
in good standing pf a-'i:fofession, and which indicates an.unﬁtpcsg té practice medicine. (Shea v.
Bd. of Medical Examiners (1978) 81 Cal.App.3d 564, 574-75.) '

. FIRST'CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Gross Negligence) .
10. Respon'd.ént has subjected his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. A 138370 to
disciplinary action under sections 2227 and 2234, as defined by section 2234, subdivision (b), of

- {0
the Code, in that he committed gross negligence. The circumstances are as follows:
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11, On or about February 21, 2018, Respondent was driving in or around Encinitas,
California. Respohat;ﬁt had in. hié possession plastic bags with loose pills containing controlled -
substén'ces including, _bﬁt not limited to, benzodié:_zepinés, opiates,' stimulants, or any cé_mbination

thereof. o | .

12. The plastic bags with the.loose controlled substance pills were not appropriately

packaged 01; labeled for patient use, nor did Respondent hold any valid prescription for such pills.
13. At approximately 1 1:37 a.m., San Diego County Sheriff's Depa&;nent (Sheriffs
Departrxiént) péaée a‘ﬁcers Eondﬁc?ed a traffic stop on Responder;t's vehicle. -

14, During the course of the traffic stop, Respondent consented to a search of his vehicle.
The search uncovered the mulfiple plastic bags containiﬁg the loose controlled substance pills.

15. A Sheriff's Department Deputy Sheriff identified the pills to include, but not be
limited to, approximately 12 Ecstasy' pills, 76 Xanax? pills and 28 oxycodone® pills.

16, 'The pills identified by the Deputy Sheriff as Ecstasy subsequently tested

Vpres'umlptively positiye for the presence of methamphetamine.*

17. The B(_J__ard opened an investigation regarding Respondent.

18.  On orabout May 17, 2018, a Boa;'d ihve;tigator mafled Rés.por'x.der.xt a letter
requesting that Respondent attend and participate {n an i'x_1terview.

19.  On or about May 25, 2018, the Board ir'westig'aéor received a letter from Respondent
via facsimile. Amo_ng other things, Respondent’s letter stated that he had recewed tht;, o
investigator’s lettér on May 22, 2018. Respondent’s letter further stated:

I am taking this matter very seriously and intend to fully cooperate withthe ..
board and your investigation.

I Bestasy is 3,4-Methylene-dioxyamphetamine, a Schedule I controlled substance pursuant
to Health and Safety Code section 11054, subdivision (d). . :

2 Xgnax is @ brand name for alprazolam, a benzodiazepine and Schedule TV controlled
substance pursuant to Health and Safety Code section 11057, subdivision (d), and a dangerous
drug pursuant to Business and Professions Code section 4022.

' 3 Oxycodone is a Schedule II controlled substance pursuant to Health and Safety Code
section 11055, subdivision (b), and a dangerous drug pursuant to Business and Professions Code
section 4022, - o

4 Methamphetamine is a Schedule II controlled substance pursuant to Health and Safe

Code section 11055, subdivision (d). . .
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Due to my petsonal, professional and fmanoral situation at this point [ am
guestmg a brief amount of additional time so that I may organize my sehedule,
lodging, and travel arrangements, | anticipate doing so by Thursday, May 31%.

20. In subsequent communications, the Board investigator further requested that
ReSpondent.voluntarily,submit to a medical examinatlon, |

21. Respondent ultimately refused to attend and participate In'an interview with the
Board investigator, or voluntanly submit to medical exammatxon

22. Oneor about November 20, 2019, the Board xssued an order compelhng a medical
examination of Respondent. Respondent subsequently eomplied with the order.

23.  On or about December 1, 2020, the Board investigator mailed to Respondent a letter
again requesting that Respondent attend and participate in an interview, in this instance by
telephone.

24, On or about December 17, 2020, Respondent, by his attorney, advised that
Respondent “is unwilling to attend a live telephonic interview'with [the Board investigator] at this
time.. ' - I

25.- To date, Respondent has failed to attend and partlcipate in any mterv:ew requested by
the Board investigator. ' _

26. Respondent has eommttted gross negligence me]udmg, but not limited to:

(s) Possessmg controlled substances without a valid prescrxptlon,
(b) Re_fusmg to cooperate with a Medical Board investigation.
SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
o | (Repeated Negligent Acts)

27, Respondent has further sub_]eeted l'us Physxclan s and Surgeon’s Cemﬁoate
No. A 138370 to dxscxplmary action under sectlons 2227 and 2234 as deﬁned by section 2234,
subdrvxsxon (c), of the Code in that he committed repeated neghgent acts as more particularly
alleged in paragraphs 10 through 26, above, which are hereby incorporated by reference as if fully
set forth herein. o ' '
mo
W
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THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(onlatmg One or More Statutes or Regulations Regulating Dangerous Drugs
. s or Controlled Substances) :
28, Respondent has further subjeoted his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate
No:A 138370 to disciplinary etion under sections 2227 and 2234, as defined by section 2238, of
the Cdde in that he violated one or more statutes or regulations regulating dangerous drugs or
controlled ‘substances including, but not limited to, Health and Safety Code sections 11350, .
subdivision (a), 11377, subdivision (a), 11375, subdivision (®) pa}'agraph (2), or any combination
thereof as more particularly alleged in paragraphs 11 through 16, above, which are iwieby
incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein. '

FOURTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Failure to Attend and Participate in an Interview by the Board)
29. Respondent has further subjected his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate
Np. A 138370 to disciplinary action under sections 2227 and 2234, as defined by section 2234,
subdivision (g) of the Code, in that he failed, in the absence of good ceuse, to attend and
participéte inan iﬁtet;view by the Board as more particularly alleged in paragraphs 17 through 25,
above, which are hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set fqrth herein, .
" . FIFTHCAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE |
Y | , o '(Unprofessional donduct)
30, Resporldent has furlher subjected his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate

lNo A 138370 to disclplinary action under sections 2227 and 2234 of the Code in that he engaged

in conduct that. breaches the rules or ethical code of the medical professxon or conduct that was

unbecommg to a member in good standing of the mcdlcal profession, and that demonstrated an

unfitness to practice medicine, as more particularly alleged in paragraphs 11 through 25, above,
which are hereby gpqorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.

n
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SIXTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE.
(Violation of the Medical Practice Act)
311. Rcspondcnl has further subjected his: Physmlan s and Surgeon's Certificate

3
{| No. A 138370 10 dxsclphnary action under sections 2227-and 2234, as.definéd.by:scotion 2234
subdivision (a) of the-Code; in that-he vnol_ate_d or attempted to violate, directly:or indirectly,

- assisted in or abetted the violation ofy or conspired:te- violate any provisien. of the:Medical

‘Practice:Act:as more particulatly alleged in paragraphs: 19 through 30, above, which-are herehy.”
‘incorporated by: reference as if fully set-forth hetein.
PRAYER

WHEREFQRE; Complainant requests.thata héaring be held on the mattets:herein-alleged,
and that following the hearing, the, Medical Boatd:of Californid issue a decision:

1. * Revioking or.suspending Physician's.and. Surggeons Certificate No. A 1 38370, {ssued
to, Respondent Chiistopher Robert Dobsen, MiD.;

2.  Revoking, suspendmg or denying-approval of Respondent Cliristopher. Robert

. Dobson, M:D.'§ authority to. supemse physwlan asmstants and advanced practice.nurses;

3, Ordering:Rgspondent Christopher .Robgrt Dobson, -.M.D., ifplaced on.probation; 16:
pay-the Board the costs of probation mpnitoring;.and

4, Takingsuch-gther and further acfion as.deemed necessary-and proper.

paTe: _TEB ':1""“';" il

Exccutlvc Directos /
Medigal Bgatd of California
Department.af ConSumcr Affaits
State:of Califorria -

Coniplainant
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