: BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA .
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA '

In the Matter of the Accusation
Against: o .

' Case No.: 800-2021-084330
Jeffrey Lawrence Ballard, M.D.

Physician’s and Surgeon’s
Certificate No. G 61836

Respondent.

DECISION

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby
adopted as the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California, Department
of Consumer Affairs, State of California.

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on ﬂjl 312024 .

s so orperep: _ JUL O 12024

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

e N,

Michelle Bholat, M.D., Interim Chair
Panel A

OCU32 (Rav 08-2021)
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RoB BONTA

Attorney General of California

MATTHEW M. DAVIS . :

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

NICOLE NOONAN-MILLER

Deputy Attorney General ",

State Bar No. 276951

600 West Broadway, Suite 1800

San Diego, CA 92101

P.O. Box 85266

San Diego, CA 92186-5266
Telephone: (619) 738-9041
Facsimile: (619) 645-2061

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2021-084330

JEFFREY LAWRENCE BALLARD, M.D. | OAH No. 2024010856
1310 W. Stewart Drive, Suite 406

Orange, CA 92868-3855 STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND

DISCIPLINARY ORDER
Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate

No. G 61836,

Respondeht.

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above- |

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true:
PARTIES

1. Reji Varghese (Complainant) is the Executive Director of the Medical Board of
California (Board). He brought this action solely in his official capacity and is represented in this
matter by Rob Bonta, Attorney General of the State of California, by Nicole Noonan-Miller,
Deputy Attorney General.
o
"

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2021-084330) A
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2. Respondent Jeffrey Lawrence Ballard, M.D. (Respondent) is represented in this
proceeding by attorneys Dennis K. Ames, Esq. and Pogey Henderson, Esq., whose address is:
2677 North Main Street, Suite 901, Santa Ana, CA 92705-6632.

3. On or about November 23, 1987, the Board issued Physician’s and Surgeon’s
Certificate No. G 61836 to Respondent. The Physician’s and Surgeon’s'Cerfiﬁcate was in full
force and effect'at all times relevant to the charges brought in Accusation No. 800-2021-084330,
and will expire on May 31, 2025, unless renewed. |

JURISDICTION

4.  On December 5, 2023, Accusation No. 800-2021-084330 was filed before the Board,
and is currently pending against Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorily required
documents were properly served on Respondent on December 5, 2023. Respondent timely filed
his Notice of Defense céntesting the Accusation.

5. A true and correct copy of Accusation No. 800-2621-084330 is attached as Exhibit A

and incorporated herein by reference.

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

6. Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and fully understands the|
charges and allegations in Accusation No. 800-2021-084330. Respondent has also carefully read,
fully aiscussed with his counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated Settlement and
Disciplinary Order. |

7. Respondent is fully aware of his legal rights in this matter, including the righttoa - |
hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to confront and cross-examine
fhe witnesses against him; the right to present evidence and to testify on his own behalf; the right
to the issuance of subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of
documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision; and all other
rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws.

8.  Having the benefit of counsel, Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, aﬁd intelligently
waives and gives up each and every right set forth above. .

1
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CULPABILITY

9.  Respondent does not contest that, at an administrative hearing, Complainant could
establish a prima facie case with respect to the charges and allegations contained in Accusation
No. 800-2021-084330 and agrees that he has thereby subjected his Physician’s and Surgeon’s
Certificate No. G 61836 to disciplinary action.

10. Respondent further agrees that if an accusation is ever filed against him before the
Medical Board of California, all of the charges and allegations contained in Accusation No. 800-
2021-084330 shall be deemed true, correct and fully admitted by Respondent for purposes of any
such proceeding or any other licensing proceeding involving Respondent in the State of
California. |

11. Respondent agrees that his Physician’s and Surgeoﬁ’s Certificate No. G 61 836 is
subject to discipline and he agrees to be bound by the Board’s impoéition of discipline as set forth
in the Disciplinary Order below.

CONTINGENCY

12. This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Medical Board of California.
Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Medical
Board of California may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and
settlement, without notice to or participation by Respondent or his c&unsel. By signing the
stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that he may not withdraw his agreerﬁent or seek
to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it.

13.  The paities agree that this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order shall be
null and void and not binding upon the parties unless approved and adopted by the Board, except
for this paragraph, which shall remain in full force and effect. Respondent fully understands and
agrees that in deciding whether or not to approve and adopt this Stipulated Settlement and
Disciplinary Order, the Boafd may receive oral and written communications from its staff and/or
the Attorney General’s Office. Communications pursuant to this paragraph shall not disqualify
the Board,-any member thereof, and/or any other person from future participation in this or any

other matter affecting or involving Respondent. In the event that the Board does not, in its

3
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discretion, approve and adopt this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order, with the
exception of this paragraph, it shall not become effective, shall be of no evidentiary value
whatsoever, and shall not be relied upon or introduced in any disciplinary actio;l by either party
hereto. Respondent further agrees that should this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order
be rejected for any reason by the Board, Respondent will assert no claim that the Board, or any
member thereof, was prejudiced by its/his/her review, discussion and/or consideration of this
Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order or of any matter or matters related hereto.

ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS

14.  This Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is intended by the parties herein to
be an integrated writing representing the complete, final and exclusive embodiment of the
agreements of the parties in the above-entitled matter.

15. The parties agree that copies of this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order,
including copies of the signatures of the parties, may be used in lieu of original documents and
signatures and, further, that such copies shall have the same force and effect as originals.

16. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that

the Board may, without further notice or opportunity to be heard by Respondent, issue and enter

-the following Disciplinary Order:

DISCIPLINARY ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. G 61836 issued
to Respondent JEFFREY LAWRENCE BALLARD, M.D., shall be and is hereby publicly
rep,rimandeci pursuant to California Business and Professions Code section 2227, subdivision
(a)(4). This Public Reprimand, which is issued in connection with Accusation No. 800-2021-
084330, is as follows:

In and around July and August 2019, Respondent committed repeated negligent acts in his
care and treatment of one patient in that Respondent failed to obtain additional imaging beyond a
carotid duplex ultrasound prior to performing an unnecessary neck exploration surgery to remove

a carotid body tumor which was ultimately not present, as more fully described in Accusation No.

800-2021-084330.

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2021-084330)
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1. EDUCATION COURSE. Within one (1) year of the effective date of this Decision,

Respondent shall complete not less than sixty (60) hours of Continuing Medical Education
(CME). The CME courses shall be aimed at correcting any areas of deficient practice or
knowledge in vascular surgery. The sixty (60) hours of CME shall be at Respondent’s expense
and shall be in addition to the CME requirements for renewal of licensure. Respondent shall
submit proof of completion to the Board or its designee.

2. INVESTIGATION/ENFORCEMENT COST RECOVERY. Respondent is hereby

ordered to reimburse the Board its costs of investigation and enforcement, including, but not
limited to, expert review, amended accusations, legal reviews, investigation(s), and subpoena
enforcemént, as applicable, in the amount of $31,500.75 (thirty one thousand five hundred dollars
and seventy-five cents). Costs shall be payable to the Medical Board of California. Payment
must be made in full within 30 calendar days of the effective date of the Order, or by a payment
plan approved by the Medical Board of California. Any and all requests for a payment plan shall
be submitted in writing by Respondent to the Board. The filing of bankruptcy by Respondent
shall not relieve Respondent of the responsibility to repay investigation and enforcement costs,
including expert review costs.
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ACCEPTANCE

| have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order and have fully

discussed it with my attorney, Dennis K. Ames, Esq. and Pogey Henderson, Esq. [ understand

the stipulation and the effect it will have on my Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. G

61836. 1 enter into this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and |
intelligently, and agree to be bound by the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of

California.

owten: ¥ 2/24/

/ J!*[TRI‘YIAWRI‘NC[‘ SATLARD. MDD,
Respondent \

I have read and fully dlscussed with Respondent Jeffrey Lawrence Ballard, M.D., the tertm

and conditions and other matters contained in the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary

23{3 Ws

DENNIS K. AMES, ESQ.
POGEY HENDERSON, ESQ.
Atiorneys for Respondent

Order. [ approve its form and content.

DATED: _4/17/24

ENDORSEMENT

The forcgoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully

’ submitted for consideration by the Medical Board of California.

DATED: _ April 22, 2024 © Respectfully submitted,
ROB BONTA
Attorney General of California
MATTHEW M. DAVIS
Supervising Deputy Attorney General

Vet

NICOLE NOONAN-MILLER
Deputy Attorngy General
Attorreys for Complainant

§D2023801126 /Ballard_ Stip PR_REVISED.docx
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ROB BONTA

Attorney General of California

MATTHEW M. DAVIS

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

NICOLE NOONAN-MILLER

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 276951

600 West Broadway, Suite 1800

San Diego, CA 92101

P.O. Box 85266

San Diego, CA 92186-5266
Telephone: (619) 738-9041
Facsimile: (619) 645-2061

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE

. MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2021-084330

JEFFREY LAWRENCE BALLARD,M.D. |[ACCUSATION

1310 W. Stewart Dr., Ste. 406
Orange, CA 92868-3855

Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate

No. G 61836,

Respondent.

PARTIES

1. Reji Varghese (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in his official capacity as

the Executive Director of the Medical Board of California, Department of Consumer Affairs

(Board).

2. On or about November 23,),!1987, the Medical Board issued Physician’s and

Surgeon’s Certificate No. G 61836 to Jeffrey Lawrence Ballard, M.D. (Respondent). The

Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the

charges brought herein and will expire on May 31, 2025, unless renewed.

1
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JURISDICTION.

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board, under the authority of the following

laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code (Code) unless otherwise

indicated.

4.  Section 2227 of the Code states, in pertinent part:

(a) A licensee whose matter has been heard by an administrative law judge of
the Medical Quality Hearing Panel as designated in Section 11371 of the Government
Code, or whose default has been entered, and who is found guilty, or who has entered
into a stipulation for disciplinary action with the board, may, in accordance with the
provisions of this chapter:

(1) Have his or her license revoked upon order of the board.

(2) Have his or her right to practice suspendeed‘ for a period not to exceed one
year upon order of the board. X

(3) Be placed on probation and be required to pay the costs of probation
monitoring upon order of the board.

(4) Be publicly reprimanded by the board. The public reprimand may include a
requirement that the licensee complete relevant educational courses approved by the
board. ' :

(5) Have any other action taken in relation to discipline as part of an order of
probation, as the board or an administrative law judge may deem proper.

5. Section 2234 of the Code, states, in pertinent part:

The board shall take action against any licensee who is charged with
unprofessional conduct. In addition to other provisions of this article, unprofessional
conduct includes, but is not limited to, the following:

(a) Violating or attempting to violate, directly or indirectly, assisting in or

~ abetting the violation of, or conspiring to violate any provision of this chapter.

(b) Gross negligence.

(c) Repeated negligent acts. To be repeated, there must be two or more
negligent acts or omissions. An initial negligent act or omission followed by a
separate and distinct departure from the applicable standard of care shall constitute
repeated negligent acts.

- (1) An initial negligent diagnosis followed by an act or omission medically
appropriate for that negligent diagnosis of the patient shall constitute a single
negligent act.

2
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~ (2) When the standard of care requires a change in the diagnosis, act, or
omission that constitutes the negligent act described in paragraph (1), including, but
not limited to, a reevaluation of the diagnosis or a change in freatment, and the
licensee’s conduct departs from the applicable standard of care, each departure
constitutes a separate and distinct breach of the standard of care.

COST RECOVERY

‘

6.  Section 125.3 of the Code provides that the Board may request the administrative law
judge to direct a licensee found to have committed a violation or violations of the licensing act to
pay a sum not to exceed the reasonable costs of the investigation and enforcement of the case,
with failure of the licensee to comply subjecting the license to not being renewed or reinstated. If
a case settles, reéovery of investigation and enforcement costs may be included in a stipulated
settlement.

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Gross Negligence)

7. Respondent has subjected his Physician’s-and Surgeon’s Certificate No. G 6>1836‘ to
disciplinary action under sections 2227 and 2234, as defined by section 2234, subdivision (b), of
the Code, in that he committed gross negligence in his care and treatment of Patient A,' as more
particularly alleged hereafter:

8. 1In or around 2019, Patient A was a 71-year-old female with a history of hypertension,
hypercholesteremia, smoking, and peripheral arterial disease. In or around 2017, Patient A was
referred to Respondent, a vascular surgeon, for leg pain. In 2017, Patient A underwent stenting in
her common iliac arteries.

9. On or about July 26, 2019, Patient A, saw Respondent for routine surveillance
ultrasounds. On the carotid duplex ultrasound, moderate right carotid artery stenosis was
demonstrated along with a 1.2 centimeter by 1.1 centimeter mass at the carotid bifurcation on the
left side. Respondent read this as a carotid body tumor. |

10. Respondent did not order any further imaging of the mass:

"
"

! The patient’s name has been omitted to protect her privacy.

3
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11. On or about August 26, 2019, Respondent performed left neck exploration on Patient A
for a left carotid body tumor, exposing the carotid arteries. During the operation, no tumor was
found. Patient A was discharged home on or about August 27, 2019.

12. Respondent committed gross negligence in his care and treatment of Patient A as
follows: |
a. Paragraphs 7 through 12, above, are hereby incorporated by reference and

realleged as if fully set forth herein;
b. By failing to obtain additional imaging beyond a carotid duplex ultrasound
prior to diagnosing a carotid body tumor; and
c. By performing an unnecessary left neck.exploration surgery.
SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE '
(‘ - (Repeated Negligent Acts)
13. Respondent has further subjected his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certiﬁcate-Nd.
G 61836 to disciplinary action under sections 2227 and 2234, as defined by section 2234,
subdivision (c), of the Code, in that he committed repeated negligent acts in his care and
treatment of Patient A, as more particularly alleged in paragraphs 8 fhrough 12, above, which are
hereby incorporated by reference and realléged as if fully set forth herein.
THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(Violations of Provisions of the Medical Practicé Act)

14. Respondent has further subjectéd his Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No.

G 61836 to disciplinary action under sections 2227 and 2234, as defined by section 2234,
subdivision (a), of the Code, in that he violated provisions 6f the Medical Practice Act, as more
particularly alleged in paragraphs 8 through 13, above, which are hereby incorporated by
reference and realleged as if fully set forth herein. '

| PRAYER ‘

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Medical Board of California issue a decision:

i

4
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1. Revoking or suspending Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate No. G 61836, issued
to Respondent Jeffrey Lawrence Ballard, M.D.;

2. Revoking, suspending or denying approval of Respondent Jeffrey Lawrence Ballard,
M.D.'s authority to supervise physician assistants and advanced practice nurses;

3. Ordering Jeffrey Lawrence Ballard, M.D., to pay the Board the costs of the
investigation and enforcement of this case, and if placed on probation, the costs of probation
monitoring; and

4.  Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

patep; _ DEC 052023 Jzp~va Joreg Too
' REJI VARGHESE
Executive Director
Medical Board of California
Department of Consumer Affairs

State of California
Complainant
SD2023801126
84033191.docx
5
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