BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against:
Ambreen Hasan, M.D. Case No. 800-2017-034149

Physician’s and Surgeon’s
Certificate No. A 114479

Respondent.

DECISION

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby
adopted as the Decision and Order of the Medical Board of California, Department
of Consumer Affairs, State of California.

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on January 15, 2021.

IT IS SO ORDERED: December 16, 2020.

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA

K -

Ronald H. Lewis, M.D., Chair
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Supervising Deputy Attorney General

REBECCA L. SMITH

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 179733

California Department of Justice

300 South Spring Street, Suite 1702

Los Angeles, CA 90013
Telephone: (213) 269-6475
Facsimile: (916) 731-2117
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation ‘Against: Case No. 800-2017-034149

- AMBREEN HASAN, M.D."

Department Internal Medicine
9985 Sierra Avenue
Fontana, CA 92335

Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate
No. A 114479,

Respondent.

OAH No. 2019100322

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND
DISCIPLINARY ORDER

§

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-

entitled proceedings that the following matters are true:

PARTIES

1.  William Prasifka (“Complainant”) is the Executive Director of the Medical Board of

California (“Board”). He brought this action solely in his official capacity and is represented in

this matter by Xavier Becerra, Attorney General of the State of California, by Rebecca L. Smith,

Deputy Attorney General.
"
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2. Respondent Ambreen Hasan, M.D. (“Respondent”) is represented in this proceeding
by attorney Fredrick M. Ray, whose address is 5000 Birch Street, Suite 7000, Newport Beach,
California 92660—2127.

3. Onor about October 27, 2010, the Board issued Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate
No. A 114479 to Respondent. That license was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the
charges brought in Accusation No. 800-2017-034149, and will expire on May 31, 2022, unless
renewed. |

JURISDICTION

4 Accusation No. 800-2017-034149 was filed before the Board, and is currently

pending against Respondent. The Accusation and all other statutorily required documents were

‘properly served on Respondent on September 17, 2019. Respondent timely filed her Notice of

Defense contesting the Accusation.
5. A copy of Accusation No. 800-2017-034149 is attached as Exhibit A and
incorporated herein by reference.

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

6.  Respondent has carefully read, fully discussed with counsel, and understands the
charges and allegations in Accusation No. 800-2017-034149. Respondent has also carefully read,
fully discussed with her counsel, and understands the effects of this Stipulated Settlement and
Disciplinary Order.

7.  Respondent is fully aware of her legal rights in this matter, including the right to a
hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right to confront and cross-examine
the witnesses against her; the right to present evidence and to testify on her own behalf; the right
to the issuancé of subpoenas to compel the attendance of witnesses and the production of
documents; the right to reconsideration and court review of an édverse decision; and all other
rights accorded by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws.

8.  Respondent voluntarily, knowihgly, and intelligently waives and gives up each and
every right set forth above.

"
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CULPABILITY

9. Respondent understands and agrees that the charges and allegations in Accusation
No. 800-2017-034149, if proven at a hearing, constitute cause for imposing discipline upon Vher
Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate.

10. Respondent agrees that, at a hearing, Complainant could establish a prima facie case
or factual basis for the charges in the Accusation, and that Respondent hereby gives up her right
to contest those charges.

| 11. Respondent does not contest that, at an administrative hearing, Complainant could
establish a prima facie case with respect to the charges and allegations in Accusation No. 800-
2017-034149, a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A, and that she has
thereby subjected her Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A 114479 to disciplinary action.

12. Respondent agrees that her Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate is subject to
discipline and she agrees to be bound by the Board's probationary terms as set forth in the
Disciplinary Order belQW. '

CONTINGENCY

13.  This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Medical Board of California.
Respondent understénds and agrees that counsel for Complainant and the staff of the Medical
Board of California may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and |
éettlement, without notice to or participation by Respondent or her counsel. By signing the
stipulation, Respondent understands and agrees that she may not withdraw her agreement or seek
to rescind the stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails
to adopt this stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary
Order shall be of no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any legal
action between the parties, and the Board shall not be ‘d,isqualiﬁed from further action by ha\;ing
considered this matter.

14. Respondent agrees that if she ever petitions for early termination or modification of
probation, or if .an accusation and/or petition to revoke probation is filed against her before the
Board, all of the charges and allegations contained in Accusation No. 800-2017-034149 shall be

3
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deemed true, correct and fully admitted by respondent for purposes of any such pfoceeding or any
other licensing proceeding involving Respondent in the State of California.

15. The parties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (“PDF”) and
facsimile copies of this Stipuléted Settlement and Disciplinary Order, including PDF and
facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same force and effect as the originals.

16. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agree that
the Board may, without further notice or opportunity to be heard by Respondent, issue and enter
the following Disciplinary Order: ‘ |

DISCIPLINARY ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate No. A 114479 issued
to Respondent Ambreen Hasan, M.D. is revoked. However, the revocation is stayed and

Respondent is placed on probation for three (3) years on the following terms and conditions:

1. EDUCATION COURSE. Within sixty (60) calendar days of the effective date of this
Decision, and on an annual basis thereafter, Respondent shall submit to the Board or its designee
for its prior approval educational program(s) or course(s) which shall not be less than forty (40)
hours per year, for each year of probation. The educational program(s) or course(s) shall be
aimed at correcting any areas of deficient practice or knowledge and shall be Category I certified.
The educational program(s) or_course(s) shall be at Respondent’s expense and shall be in addition
to the Continuing Medical Eduéation (“CME”) requirements for renewal of licensure. Following
the completion of each course, the Board or its designee may administer an examination to test
Respondent’s knowledge of the course. Respondent shall provide proof of attendance for sixty-
five (65) hours of CME of which forty (40) hours were in satisfaction of this condition.

2. MEDICAL RECORD KEEPING COURSE. Within sixty (60) calendar days of the

effective date of this Decision, Respondent shall enroll in a course in medical record keeping
approved in advance by the Board or its designee. Respondent shall provide the approved course
provider with any information and documents that the approved course provider may deem
pertinént. Respondent shall participate in and successfully complete the classroom component of

the course not later than six (6) months after Respondent’s initial enrollment. Respondent shall

4
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successfully complete any other component of the course within one (1) year of enrollment. The
medical record keeping course shall be at Respondent’s expense and shall be in addition to the
Continuing Medical Education (“CME”) requirements for renewal of licensure.

A medical record keeping course taken after the acts that gave rise to- the charges in the

Accusation, but prior to the effective date of the Decision may, in the sole discretion of the Board

' or its designee, be accepted towards the fulfillment of this condition if the course would have

been approved by the Board or its designee had the course been taken after the effective date of
this Decision.

- Respondent shall subrhit a certification of successful completion to the Board or its
designee not later than fifteen (15) calendar days after successfully completing the course, or not
later than fifteen (15) calendar days after the effective date of the Decision, v;/hichever is later.

3. SOLO PRACTICE PROHIBITION. Respondent is prohibited from engaging in the

solo practice of medicine. Prohibited solo practice includes, but is not limited to, a practice
where: 1) Respondent merely shares office si)ace with another physician but is not affiliated for
purposes of provicﬁng patient care, or 2) Respondent is the sole physician practitioner at that
location.

If Respondent fails to establish a pr'actice with another physicign or secure employment in
an appropriate practice setting within sixty (60) calendar days of the effective date of this
Decision, Respondent shall receive a notification from the Board or its designee to cease the
practice of medicine within three (3) calendar days after being so notified. Respondent shall not
resume practice until an appropriate practice setting-is established.

If, during the course sf the probation, Respondent’s practice setting changes and
Respondent is no longer practicing in a setting in compliance with this Decision, Respondent
shall notify the Board or its designee within five (5) calendar days of the practice setting change.
If Respondent fails to establish a practice with another physician or secure employment in an
appropriate practise svetting within sixty (60) calendar days of the practice setting change;
Respondent shall receive a notification from thé Board or its designee to cease the practice of

medicine within three (3) calendar days after being so notified. Respondent shall not resume

5
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practice until an appropriate practice setting is established.

4. NOTIFICATION. Within seven (7) days of the effective .date of this Decision,

Respondent shall provide a true copy of this Decision and Accusation to the Chief of Staff or the
Chief Executive Officer at every hospital where privileges or membership are extended to
Respondent, at any other facility where Respondent engages in the practice of medicine,
including all physician and iocum tenens registries or other similar agencies, and to the Cfn’ef
Executive Officer at every insurance carrier which extends malpractice insurance coverage to
Respondent. Respondent shall submit proof of compliance to the Board or its designee within
fifteen (15) calendar days.

This condition shall apply to any change(s) in hospitals, other facilities or insurance carrier.

5.  SUPERVISION OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS AND ADVANCED PRACTICE

NURSES. During probation, Respondent is prohibited from supervising physician assistants and

4

advanced practice nurses.

6. OBEY ALL LAWS. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws, all rules

governing the practice of medicine in California and remain in full compliance with any court
ordered criminal probation, payments, and other orders.

7. QUARTERLY DECLARATIONS. Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations

unaer penalty of perjury on forms provided by the Board, stating whether there has been
cbmpliance with all the conditions of probation.

Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations not later than ten (10) calendar days after
the end of the preceding quarter.

8. GENERAL PROBATION REQUIREMENTS.

Compliance with Probation Unit

Respondent shall comply with the Board’s probation unit.

Address Changes

Respondent shall, at all times, keep the Board informed of Respondent’s business and
residence addresses, email address (if available), and telephone number. Changes of such

addresses shall be immediately communicated in writing to the Board or its designee. Under no

6
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circumstances shall a post office box serve as an address of record, except as allowed by Business
and Professions Code section 2021, subdivision (b).

Place of Practice

Respondent shall not engage in the practice of medicine in Respondent’s or patient’s place
of residence, unless the patient resides in a skilled nursing facility or other similar licensed
facility.

License Renewal

Respondent shall maintain a current and renewed California physician’s and surgeon’s
license.

Travel or Residence Outside California

Respondent shéll immediately inform the Board or its designee, in writing, of travel to any
areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more than thirty
(30) calendar days.

In the event Respondent should leave the State of California to reside or to practice
,Respondent shall notify the/ Board or its designee in writing thirty (30) calendar days prior to the
dates of departure and retul;l.

9. INTERVIEW WITH THE BOARD OR ITS DESIGNEE. Respondent shall be

available in person upon requést for interviews either at Respondent’s place of business or at the
probation unit office, with or without prior notice throughout the term of probation.

10. NON-PRACTICE WHILE ON PROBATION. Respondent shall notify the Board or

its designee in writing within fifteen (15) calendar days of any periods of non-practice lasting
more than 30 calendar days and within fifteen (15) calendar days.of Respondent’s return to
practice. Non-practice is defined as any period of time Respondent is not practicing medicine as
defined in Business and Professions Code séctions 2051 and 2052 for at least forty (40) hours in a
calendar month in direct patient care, clinical activity or teaching, or other activity as approved by
the Board. If Respondent resides in California and is considered to be in non-practice,
Respondent shall comply with all terms and conditions of probation. All time spent in an

intensive training program which has been approved by the Board or its designee shall not be

7
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considered non-practice and does not relieve Respondent from complying with all the terms and
conditions of probation. Practicing mediciﬁe in another state of the United States or Federal
jurisdiction while on probation with the medical licensing authority of that state or jurisdiction
shall not be considered non-practice. A Board-ordered suspension of practice shall not be
considered as a period of non-practice. -

In the event Respondent’s period of non-practice while on probation exceeds 18 calendar
months, Respondent shall successfully complete the Federation of State Medical Boards’s Special
Purpose Examination, or, at the Board’s discretion, a clinical competence assessment prégram
that meets the criteria of Condition 18 of the current version of the Board’s “Manual of Model
Disciplinary Orders and Disciplinary Guidelines” prior' to resuming the practice of medicine.

Respondent’s period of non-practice while on probation shall not exceed two (2) years.

Periods of non-practice will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term.

Periods of non-practice for a Respondent residing outside of California will relieve
Respondent of the responsibility to comply with the probationary terms and conditions with the
exception of this condition and the following terms and conditions of probation: Obey All Laws;
General Probation Requirements; Quarterly Declarations; Abstain from the Use.of Alcohol and/or
Controlled Substances; and Biological Fluid Testing. |

11. COMPLETION OF PROBATION. Respon(ient shall comply with all financial

obligations (e.g., restitution, probation costs) not later than one hundred twenty (120) calendar
days prior to the completion of probation. Upon successful completion of probation,
Respondent’s certificate shall be fully restored.

12. VIOLATION OF PROBATION. Failure to.fully comply with any term or condition

of probation is a violation of probation. If Re_spondeht violates probation in any respect, the
]::’voard, after giving Respondent notice and the opportunity to be heard, may revoke probation and
carry out the disciplinary order that was Stayed. If an Accusation, or Petition to Revoke
Probation, or an Interim Sus'pensibn Order is filed against Respondent during probation, the
Board shall have continuing jurisdiction until the matter is final, and the period of probatiqn shall

be extended until the matter is final.

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (800-2017-034149)
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13. LICENSE SURRENDER. Following the effective date of this Decision, if

Respondent ceases practicing due to retirement or health reasons or is oth;arwise unable to satisfy
the terms and conditions of probation, Respondent may request to surrender his or her license.
The Board reserves the right to evaluate Respondént’s request and to exercise its discretion in
determining whether or not to grant the request, or to take any other action deemed appropriate
and reasonable under the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrender, Respondent
shall within fifteen (15) calendar days deliver Respondent’s wallet and wall certificate to the
Board or its designee and Respondent shall no longer practice medicine. Respondent will no
longer be subject to the terms and conditions of probation. If Respondent re-applies for a medical
license, the applicaﬁon shall be treated as a petition for reinstatement of a revoked certificate.

14. PROBATION MONITORING COSTS. Respondent shall pay the costs associated

with probation monitoring each and every year of probation, as designated by the Board, which
may be adjusted on an annual basis. Such costs shall be payable to the Medical Board of
California and delivered to the Board or its designee no later than January 31 of each calendar

year.

15. FUTURE ADMISSIONS CLAUSE. If Respondent should ever apply or reapply for
a hew license or certification, or petition for reinstatement of a license, by any' other health care
liceﬁsing action agency in the State of California, all of the chargés and allegations contained in
Accusation No. 800-2017-034149 shall be deemed to be true, correct, and admitted by
Respondent for the purpose of any Statement of Issues or any other proceeding seeking to deny or
restrict license.
"
"
"
"
"
"
"
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Supervising Deputy Attorney General BY L Y9 ANALYST

REBECCA L. SMITH

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 179733

California Department of Justice

300 South Spring Street, Suite 1702

Los Angeles, California 90013
Telephone: (213) 269-6475
Facsimile: (916) 731-2117

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 800-2017-034149

AMBREEN HASAN, M.D. ACCUSATION
Department of Internal Medicine :
9985 Sierra Avenue

Fontana, California 92335

Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate
No. A 114479, :

Respondent.

PARTIES
1.  Kimberly Kirchmeyer (“Complainant™) brings this Accusation solely in her official
capacity as the Executive Director of the Medical Board of California, Department of Cénsurher
‘Affairs (“Board™).
2. On or about October 27, 2010, the Board issued Physician’s and Surgeon’s Certificate
number A 114479 to Ambreen Hasan, M.D. (“Respondent™). That license was in full force and
effect at all fimes relevant to the charges brought herein and will expire on.May 31, 2020, unless

renewed.

/i
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JURISDICTION

3. This Accusation is brought before the Board under the authority of the following
provisions of the California Business and Professions Code (“Code’;) unless otherwise indicated.
4.  Section 2004 of the Code states: |
“The board shall have the responsibility for the following:
* “(a) The enforcement of the disciplinary and criminal prow}isions of the Medical Practice
Act.

“(b) The administration and hearing of disciplinary actions.

“(c) Carrying out disciplinary actions appropriate to findings made by a panel or an
administrative law judge.

“(d) Suspending, revoking, or otherwise limiting certificates after the conclusion of
disciplinary actions.

“(e) Reviewing the qualify of medical practice carried out by physician and surgeon
certificate holders under the jurisdiction of the board. |

5.  Section 2227 of the Code states:

-“(a) A licensee whose matter has been heard by an administrative law judge of the Medical
Quality Hearing Panel as designated in Section 11371 of the Government Code, or whose default
has been entered, and who is found guilty, or who has entered into a stipulation for disciplinary
action with the board, may, in accordance with the provisions of this chapter:

“(1) Have his or her license revoked upon order of the board.

“(2) Have his or her right to practice suspended for a period not to exceed one year upon
order of the board.

“(3) Be placed on probation and be required to pay the costs of probation monitoring upon
order of the anrd.

“(4) Be publicly reprimanded by the board. The public reprimand may include a
requirement that the licenéee complete relevant educational courses approved by the board.

"
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“(5) Have any other action taken in relation to discipline as part of an order of probation, as
the board or an administrative law judge may deem proper.

“(b) Any matter heard pursuant to subdivision (a), except for warning letters, medical
review or advisory conferences, professional competency examinations, continuing education
activities, and cost reimbursement associated therewith that are agreed to with the board and
successfully completed by the licensee, or other matters made confidential or privileged by
existing law, is deemed public, and shall be made available to the public by the board pursuant to
Section 803.1.”

6.  Section 2234 of the Code, states:

“The board shall take action against any licensee who is c.har‘ged with unprofessional
cohduct. In addition to other provisions of this article, unprofessional conduct includes, but is not
limited to, the following: |

“(a) Violating or attempting to violate, directly or indirectly, assisting in or abetting the
violation of, or conspiring to violate any provision of this chapter.

“(b) Gross negligence.

“(c) Repeated negligent acts. To be repeated, there must be two or more negligent acts or
omissions. An initial negligent act or omission followed by a separate and distinct departure from
the applicable standard of care shall constitute répeated negligent acts. :

“(1) An initial negligent diagnosis followed by an-act or omission medically appropriate for
that negligent diagnosis of the patient shall constitute a single negligent act.

“(2) When the standard of care requires a change in the diagnosis, act, or omission that
constitutes the negligent act described in paragraph (1), including, but not limited to, a
reevaluation of the diagnosis or a change in treatment, and the licensee’s conduct departs from the
applicable standard of care, each departure constitutes a separate and distinct breach of the
standard of care.

1
1"
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7. Section 2266 of the Code states: “The failure of a physician and surgeon to maintain
adequate and accurate records relating to the provision of services to their patients constitutes

unprofessional conduct.”

FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS

8. Patient 1, a then 26-year-old female patient, presqntéd to Kaiser Permanente Urgent
Care Clinic (“urgent care”) on March 1, 2015 with a complaint of right foot pain after injuring her
foot'six days earlier.! The patient reported a fever and chills for one week, a headache for two
days as well as coughing, phlegm, nauseé and vomiting. She was seen by Dr. R.Y. Upon
examination of the patient’s right foot, Dr. R.Y. noted p]antar midfoot tenderness with distal
sensation intact. He further noted no swelling, erythema or ecchymosis and that the patient’s gait
was antalgic. Dr. R.Y.’s assessment was plantar fasciitis and foot pain. He ordered crutches and

an x-ray of the lower extremity for the right foot pain as well as Zofran and a pregnancy test for

. the nausea and vomiting. The patient was advised to return or contact a physician if her

symptoms persisted or worsened.

9.  On March 6, 2015, Patient 1 presented to Respondent', an internist at the Kaiser
Permanente Medical Offices in Fontana, with a complaint of continued right foot pain.- Patient
1°s electronic medical record reflects that at 8:42 a.m. on March 6, 2015, before being seen by
Respondent, Respondent ordered routine laboratory tests given the patient’s status as a new
Kaiser Permanente member.

10. Patient 1°s electronic medical record reflects that she was initially seen by
Respondent on March 6, 2015 at 10:29 a.m. At that tirhe, Respondent documented that the
patient p'resented with a right ankle/foot injury that she had for 5 days. Respondent noted that the
patient was recently evaluatéd in urgent care at which time x-rays were ordered but not done and
that there was no open wound or laceration. Respondent noted that the patient complained of
having fever, chills, body aches, sore throat, cough and chest congestion for about one week and

it was getting better. Respondent also noted at the time of the visit, the patient only had fever and

! For privacy purposes, the patient in this Accusation is referred to as Patient 1.

4
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cough but that the patient reported she was feeling better. Respondent documented a blood
pressure of 138/84, pulse of 140, temperature of 101.6 degrees Fahrenheit and respirations of 18.
11.  With respect to her review of the patient’s systems, Respondent noted fever, chills,
congestion, sore throat, cough, sputum production and joint pain. With respect to the patient’s
physical examination, Respondent noted a normal cardiovascular, pulmonary and chest
examination. With respect to the patient’s right ankle, Reépondent noted that the patient
exhibited decreased range of motion and swelling. Respondent noted that the patient exhibited no
ecchymosis, no deformity, no laceration and a normal pulse. The patient had tenderness at the

medial malleolus as well as pain and swelling 6ver the right medial malleolus and proximal

.dorsum of the foot. With mild tenderness noted over the right heel, Respondent documented that

there was no erythema, no warmth, no crepitus, no fluctuance and no skin break. Respondent’s
assessment was right foot pain, and subsequent right foot sprain. She also noted that the patient
declined an influenza vaccination. No reference is made as to whether the patient was informed
of the “routine” laboratory studies ordered earlier that morning.

12. Respondent ordered x-rays of the right foot and ankle at -1 0:40 a.m. The x-rays were
completed at 11:09 a.m. Respondent noted that she dis;;ussed the x-ray findings with radiologist
Dr. J.K. Specifically, Respondent set forth in her progress note that no acute fracture was seen
and that there was hyperlucency over proximal plantar aspect of right foot suggestive of soft
tissue infection.? Respondent further noted that the radiological findings were not well correlated
with her examination and that there was no laceration or skin break. Respondent noted that her
plan was to start the patient on clindamycin (an antibiotic) in view of the fever, mild tenderness
and x-ray results. She advised the patient to return “if not better.” She also notes that she |
reviewed “warning signs” with the patient and her hu‘sband. Respondent also noted that she -

paged on call podiatry three times with no response. In addition to the x-rays and antibiotics,

2 Dr. J.K. prepared an x-ray report, signed on March 6, 2015 at 12:17 p.m. setting forth that there
was a linear area of radiolucency suggestive of gas adjacent to the fifth metacarpal with adjacent soft
tissue swelling worrisome for soft tissue infection. The radiologist noted concern for soft tissue
infection/abscess in light of Respondent’s report of no history of penetrating trauma or laceration or skin
defect. The radiologist suggested clinical correlation and further evaluation with MRI as warranted
clinically. The radiologist further noted that she discussed the results with Respondent at approximately
12:00 p.m. that same day.
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Respondent ordered the use of a camboot (for foot/ankle stabilization) and a “routine” referral to
podiatry. The progress note sets forth no order for urgent or priority laboratory testing. No
follow up visit was ordered.

13.  On March 8, 2015, Patient 1 presented to Kaiser San Diego Medical Center with
worsening right lower extremity pain, progressing to the calf. She had a fever, a critically
elevated white blood cell count and an increase in gas in the soft tissue of the right foot when x-
rays were compared to March 6, 2015 x-rays. The patient was found to have sepsis syndrome and
necrotizing fasciitis. She required emergent surgery and had a prolonged and complicated
hospital course significant for septic shock, respiratory failure, renal failure, diabetic ketoacidosis
and right popliteal vein deep venous thrombosis. Ultimately, Patient 1 reci_ﬁired a right below the
knee amputation on June 29, 2015.

STANDARD OF CARE

14. The standard of care requires that a physician formulate diagnoses based upon an
evaluation of the patient’s history, vital signs, physical examination, laboratory values, and
imaging studies. The standard of care requires that a physician managing skin and soft tissue
infection evaluate and assess the seyverity and location of the infection as well as the patient co-
morbidities. Management of infections on an outpatient basis versus inpatient basis requires
evaluation and assessment of the patient’s systemic signs and symptoms, including laboratory and
diagnostic testing. While simple infections confined to the skin with localized clinical findings
may be managed in the outpatient setting, complicated infections with deep tissue involvement
may require inpatient care, including intravenous antibiotics for moderate and severe infections.

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(Gross Negligence)

15. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2234, subdivision (b), of
the Code, in that she engaged in gross negligence by failing to diagnose and manage.Patient 1’s
severe skin and soft tissue infection. Complainant refers to and, by this reference, incorporates
herein, paragraphs 8 through 14, above, as though fully set forth herein. The circumstances are as

follows:
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16. Despite Patient 1°s presentation to Respondent for evaluation of continued post
traumatic right foot pain with signs of fever, tachycardia, tenderness at multiple locations of the
right foot and hyperlucency seen on x-ray over the proximal plantar aspect of right foot
éugge;étive of soft-tissue infection:

a.  Respondent failed to obtain urgent laboratory tests to assist in assessing the
severity of the infection and preéence of co-morbidities such as diabetes and organ dysfunction;

b.  Respondent failed to order urgent imaging studies, such as MR1, to further
evaluate the abnormalities seen on x-ray; '

c.  Respondent failed to order an emergency department or in-patient admission
for intravenous antiBiotics; and

d. Resbondent failed to order a timely follow up appointment.

17. Respondent’s acts and/or omissions as set forth in paragraphs 8 through 16, above,
whether proven individually, jointly, or in any combination thereof, constitute gross negligence
pursuant to section 2234, subdivision (b), of the Code. Therefore cause for discipline exists.

SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Repeated Negligent Acts)
18. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2234, subdivision (¢), of

the Code, in that she engaged in repeated acts of negligence in the care and treatment of Patient 1.

Complainant refers to and, by this reference, incorporates herein, paragraphs 8 through 16, above, |- '

as though fully set forth herein.

| 19. Respoxudeﬁt’s acts and/or omissions as set forth in paragraphs 8 through 18, above,
whether proven individually, jointly, or in any combination thereof, constitute repeated acts of
negligence to section 2234, subdivision (c), of the Code. Therefore cause for discipline exists.
" : | (
" |
i
I
"
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THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(Failure to Maintain Adequate and Accurate Medical Records)

20. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2266 of the Code for failing
to maintain adequate and accurate records relating to her care and treatment of Patient 1.
Complainant refers to and, by this reference, incorporates herein, paragraphs 9 through 12, above,
as though fully set forth herei.n.

| PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Medical Board of California issue a decision:

1.  Revoking or suspending Physician's and Surgeon's Certificate Number A 114479,
issued to Ambreen Hasan, M.D.;

2. Revoking, suspending or denying approval of her authority to supervise physician
assistants pursuant to section 3527 of the Code,' and advanced practice nurses;

3. If placed on probation, ordering her to pay the Board the costs of probation -
monitoring; and

4,  Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED: September 17, 2019

KIMBERLY KIRCHMEVYER
Executive Pirector

Medical Board of California
Department of Consumer Affairs

State of California
Complainant
LA2019502839
53592497.docx
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