_ BEFORE THE
. BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA -

In the Matter of thé Petition to Revoke

)
Probation Against: )
)
| . ) |
BILL JAMES RELEFORD, JR.,D.P.M. ) Case No. 500-2017-000473
o ) :
) -
Doctor of Podiatric Medicine )
License No. E-3630 )
)
Respondent )
: )
DECISION AND ORDER

- The attached Stipulated Settlement is hereby adopted as the Decision and Order of
Board of Podiatric Medicine, Department of Consumer Affairs, State of California.

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on December 15, 2017.

IT IS SO ORDERED November 17, 2017.

BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE

By:
Michael A. Zapf, D.P.M.,
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- XAVIER BECERRA

Attorney General of California
E. A. JONEs III
Supervising Deputy Attorney General
WENDY WIDLUS
Deputy Attorney General
State Bar No. 82958
California Department of Justice
+.300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702
Los Angeles, CA 90013
Telephone: (213) 897-2867
Facsimile: (213) 897-9395
E-mail: Wendy.Widlus@doj.ca. gov , : .
Attomeys Jor Complainant ' [

BEFORE THE

 BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

 STATE OF CALIFORNIA

" In the Matter of the Petition to Revoke Probation Case No. 500-2017-000473
Against: , L e e
BILL JAMES RELEFORD, JR,, D.P.M. STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND

515 E. Hazel St., #9 - DISCIPLINARY ORDER
Inglewood, CA 90302 '

Doctor of Podiatric Medicine Llcense No. E 3630

it

Respondent

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-

entitled proceedings that the followmg matters are true:
- PARTIES

‘1. Brian Naslund (Complainant) is the Executive Officer of the Board of Podiatric
Medicine (Board). He brought this action solely in his official capacity and is represented in this
matter by Xavier Becerra, Attorney General of the State of California, by Wendy Widlus, Depnty
Attorney General. |

2. Respondent Bill James Releford, Jr., D.P.M. (Respondent) is representmg himself in
this proceeding and has chosen not to exercise his right to be represented by counsel.

3. | On or about Augnst 31, 1989, the Board issued Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License

. _ ’ 1
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No. E-3630.t-o Bill James Releford, Jr., D.P.M. (Respondent). The Doctor of Podiatric Medicine
License is reneWed and current, and will expire on February 28, 2019, unless renewed.
| JURISDICTION
4. Petition to Revoke Probation No. 500-2017-000473 was filed before the Board, and is

currently pending against Respondent. The Petition to Revoke Probation and all other statutorily

A required documents were properly served on Respondent on May 22, 2017. Respondent >time1y

filed his Notice of Defense contesting the Petition to Revoke Probation. .

5. - A copy of Petition to Revoke Probation No. 500-2017-000473 is attached as exhibit
A and incorporated herein by reference. |

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS |

6.  Respondent has carefully read, and understands the charges and allegations in Petition
to Revoke Probation No. 500-2017-000473. Respondent has also carefully read, and understands
the effects of this Stipuiated Settlement and Disciplinary Order.

7. Respondent is fully aware of his legal rights in this matter, including the right to a
hearing on the charges and allegations in the Petition to Revoke Probation; the right to be
represented by counsel at his own expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses
against him; the right to presénf evidence and to testify on his own behalf; the right to the
issuaﬁce of sﬁﬁpoeﬁas to compel the attendance of vﬁtnesses ahd the production of documents;
the right to reconsideration and cburt review of an adver_se décision;' and all other rights accorded
by the California Administrative Procedure Act and other applicable laws.

8.  Respondent Voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently waives and giveS up each and |
every right set forth above.

| CULPABILITY

9. 'Reépondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allegation in Petition to
Revoke Probation No. 500-2017-000473. |

10. Respondent agrees that his Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License is subject to

discipline and he agrees to be bound by the Board's probationary terms as set forth in the

Disciplinary Order below.

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (500-2017-000473)




O o0 ~J @) 9, ~

10
11
12
13
14

15
- 16

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

‘ CONTINGENCY
11.  This stipulation shall be subject to approval By thé Board of Podiatric Medicine.
Respondent understands and agrees that coﬁnsel for Complainant and the staff of the Board of
Podiatric Medicine may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and
settlement, withoﬁt‘notice to or participation by Respondent. By signing the stipulation,

Respondent understands and agrees that he may not withdraw his agreement or seek to rescind the’

- stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails to adopt this

stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order shall be of
no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be inadmissible in any légal action between
the parties, and the Board shall not be disqualified from further action by having considered this’
matter.

12. The parties understand and agree that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facsimile
copies of this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Ordéf shall have the same force and effect as
the originals. | |

13. In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulalti'ons, the parties agree that
tﬁe Board may, without furfher notice or formal proceeding, issue and enter the following
Disciplinary Order: 4
| DISCIPLINARY ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License No. E-3630 issued
to Respondent Bill James Releford, Jr., D.P.M. is revoked. However, the revocation is stayed and
Respondent is placed on probation. for an additional two (2) yeérs beyond the seven year |
probationafy term he is currently serving pursuant to the Board’s Decision and Order dated Mai_y
23, 2014, thé terms and. conditions of which remain in full force and effect. After fully satisfying
the current seven year probationary term, Respondent shall fully serve an additional two years of
probation on the following terms and conditions. |

1. - OBTAIN CURRENT LICENSE Respondent must renew his California doctor of
podiatric medicine’s license within 30 days of the effective date of this Decision and Order.

2.  NOTIFICATION Prior to engaging in the practice of medicine, the respondent

3
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shall provide a true copy of the Decision(s) and Petition to Revoke Probation to the Chief of Staff

| or the Chief Executive Officer at every hospital where privileges or membership are extended to

respondent, at any other facility where respondent engages in the practice of podiatric medicine,

'includihg all physicién and locum tenens registries or other similar agencies, and to the Chief

Executive Officer at every insurance carrier which extends malpractice insurance coverage to

respondent. Respondent shall submit proof of compliance to the Division or its designee within
15 calendar days. | | |
- This condition shall apply to any change(s) in hospitals, éther facilities or insurance carrier. -

3. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS Prior to receiving assistance from a physician
assistant, Respondent must notify the supervising physician of the terms and conditions of his/her
probation. | .

4. OBEY ALL LAWS Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws, all rules
governing the practice of podiatric medicine in California and remain in full compliance with any
court ordered criminal probation, payments, and other orders. '

5. QUARTERLY DECLARATIONS Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations
under penalty of perjury on forms provided by the Board, stating whether there has been
corﬂpliance with all the éonditions.of probation. Respondent shall submit quarterly declarations
not later than 10 calendar days after the end of the preceding quarter.

6. PROBATION COMPLIANCE UNIT Respondent shall comply with the Board’s

probation unit. Respondent shall, at all times, keep the Board informed of Respondent’s business

“and residence addresses. Changes of such addresses shall be immediately communicated in

writing to the Board or its designee. Under no circurﬁstances shall a post office box serve as an
address of record, except as allowed by Business and Professions Code section 2021(5). o
Reslp'ondent shall not engage in the practice of podiatric medicine in Respondent’s piace of
residence. Respondent shall maintain a current and renewed California doctor of podiatric
medicine’s license. |
Respondent shall immediately inform the Board of its designee, in writing, of travel to any

areas outside the jurisdiction of California which lasts, or is contemplated to last, more than 30

4
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calendar days. '
7. INTERVIEW WITH THE BOARD OR ITS DESIGNEE Respondent shall be
available in person for interviews either at Respondent’s place of business or at the probation unit

office with the Board or its designee, upon request, at various intervals and either with or without

notice throughout the term of probation.

8.  RESIDING OR PRACTICING OUT-OF-STATE In the event Respondent

should leave the State of California to reside or to practice, Respondent shall notify the Board or

its designee in writing 30 calendar dayé prior to the dates of departure and return. Non-practice is
defined as-any period“of time exceeding 30 éalendar dayS in which Respondent is not engaging in
any activities deﬁned in section 2472 of the Business and Professions Code. |

All time spent in an intensive training program outside the State of Cdlifornia which has
been approved by the Board or its designee shall be considered as time spent in the practice of
medicine within the State. A Board-ordered suspension of practice shall.not be considered as a
period of non-practice. Periods of temporary or permanent residence or practice outside
California will not apply to the reduction of the probationary term. Periods of temporary or
permanent residence or practice outside California will relieve Respondent of the responsibility to
comply with the probationary terms and conditions, wifh. the exception of this condition, and the
following terms and conditions of probation: Obey All Law; Probation Unit Compliance; and
Cost Recovery.

Respondent’s license is subject to cancellation if Respondent’s periods of temporary or
permahent residence or practice outside California totals two years. However, Respondent’s
license shall not be cancelled as long ds Respondent is residing and practicing podiatric medicine
in another state of the United States and is on active probation with the medical licensing
authority of that state, in which case the two year period shdll begin on the date probation is
completed or terminated in that state.

9. FAILURE TO PRACTICE PODIATRIC MEDICINE - CALIFORNIA
RESIDENT In the event the Respondent resides in the State of California and for any reason

Respondent stops practicing podiatric medicine in California, Respondent shall notify the Board

5
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or its designee in writing within 30 calendar days prior to the dates of non-practice and return to
practice. Any period of non-practice within California as defined iﬁ this condition will not apply
to the reduction of the probationary term and does not relieve Respondeht of the responsibility to
comply with the terms and conditions of probation. Non-practice is defined as any period of time
exceeding thirty calendar déys in whfch Respondent is not engaging in any activities defined in
section 2472 of the Business and Professions Code.

- All time spent in an intensive training prdgram which has been api)roved by the Board or its
designee shall be considered time spent in the practice of medicine. For purposes of this
condition, non-practice due to a Board-ordered suspension or in compliance with any other
condition of probation shall not be considered a period of non-practice. |

Failure to practice while in California for a total of two Iyears, in any of the activities
described in Business and Professions Code section 2472 shall be a violation of probation.

10. COMPLETION OF PROBATION Respondent shall comply with all financial
obligations (e.g., cost recévery, restitution, probation costs) not later than 120 calendar days prior
to the complétion of probation. Upon successful completion of probation, Respondent’s -
cértiﬁcate will be fully restored. '

11. VIOLATION OF PROBATION If Respondent violates probation in any vrespect,
the Board, after giving Respondent notice and the opportunity to be heard, may revoke probation
and carry out the disciplinary order that was stayed. If an accusation or petition to revoke
probation is filed against Respbndent during probatioh, the Board shall haye continuing |
jurisdiction until the matter is final, the pefiod of probation shall be extended until the matter is '

final, and no petition for modification of penalty shall be considered while there is an accusation

. or petition to revoke probation pending against Respondent.

12. COST RECOVERY Within 90 calendar days from the effective date of the
Decision or other period agreed to by the Board or its d esignee, Respondent shall ;eimburse the

Board the amount of $2,815.00 for its prosecution costs. The filing of bankruptcy or period of

' non-practice by Respondent shall not relieve the Respondent of his/her obligation to reimburse

the Board for its costs.

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (500-2017-000473)
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13. . LICENSE SURRENDER Following the effective date of this Decision; if

Respondent ceases practicing due to retirement or health reasons, or is otherwise unable to satisfy

.the terms and conditions of probation, Respondent may request the voluntary surrender of

Respondent’s license. The Board reserves the right to evaluate the Respondent’s request and to
exercise its discretion whether to grant the request or to fake any other action deemed appfopriate
and reasonable under the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrender, Respondent
shall within 15 calendar days deliver Respondenf’s wallet and wall certificate to the Board or its
designeé and Respondent shall no longer practicq podiatric medicine. Respondent will no longer
be subject to the terms and conditioné of probation and the surrender of Respondent’s license
shall be deemed disciplinary action. If. Respondent re-applies for a podiatric medical license, the
application shall be treated as a petition for reinstatement of a revoked certificate.

14. - PROBATION MONITORING COSTS. Respondent shall pay the costs associated
with probation monitoring each and every year of probation as designated by the Board, which
may be édjusted on an annual basis. Such costs shall be pﬁyable to the Board of Podiatric
Medicine and delivered to the Board or its designee within 60 days after the start of the new fiscal
year. Failure to pay costs within 30 calendar days of this date is a violation of probation.

15. NOTICE TO EMPLOYEE\S Respondent shall, upon or before the effective date of
this Decision, post or circulate a notice Which actually recites the offenses for which Respondent
has been disciplined and the terms and conditions of probation to all _employees involved in
his/her practice. Within fifteen (15) days of the effective date of this Decision, Respondent shall
cause his/her employees to report to the Board in writing, acknoWledging the employees have
read the Accusation and Decision in the case and understand Respondent’s terms and conditions
of probation. | |

16. CHANGES OF EMPLOYMENT Respondent shall notify the Board in writing,

through the assigned probation officer, of any and all changes of employment, location, and

address within thirty (30) days of such change.
17. COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIRED CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION

Respondent shall submit satisfactory proof biennially to the Board of compliance with the

7
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requirement to éomplete fifty hburs of approved continuing medical education, and meet
continuing competence requirements for re-licensure during each two (2) year renewal period.

18. ETHICS COURSE Within 60 days of the effective date of this Decision,
Respondent shall enroll in a course in ethics, at Respondent’s expense, approved in advance by
the Board or its designee. Failure to successfully complete the course during the first year is a
violation of probation.

- An ethics course taken after the acts that gave rise to the charges in the Accusation, but
prior to the effective date of the Decision may, in the sole discretion of the Bqard or its designee,
be accepted towards the fulfillment of this condition if the course would have been approved by
the Board or its designee had the course been taken after the effective date of this Decision.

Respondent sﬁall submit a certification of successful completion to the Board or its

designee not later than 15 calendar days after the effective date of the Decision.

I
i
1
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1 ACCEPTANCE
2 [ h:;vc carefully read the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order. I understand the
3 || stipulation and the effect it will have on my Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License. I enter into
4 || this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingly, and intelligently, and
5 || agree to be bound by the Decision and Order of the Board of Podiatric Medicine.
6
1| s hesnr a0 (i
) ’7 7 " BILLJAMES RELFFORD, JR., D.P.M.
8 Respﬁ%ndent f
9
10 ENDORSEMENT
11 . The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully
12 “ submitted for consideration by the Board of Podiatric Medicine.
31 Dated: %/ Respectfully submitted,
14 | /5’ / 7’ XAVIER BECERRA
Attorney General of California

15 n E. A. JONES III

Supervising Deputy Attorney General
16 e =y Atomey
17 )
18 WENDY WIDLUS
Deputy Attorney General
19 Attorneys for Complainant
20
21

22 AR
i St Ry G

24
25
26
27

3 |
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

MEDICAL BOARD OF CALIFORNIA
XAVIER BECERRA . ~~ SACRAMENTO_May 22 2 7
Attorney General of California BY ) ~ Uafer ANALYST
E. A. JONEs III -
Supervising Deputy Attorney General ' »
WENDY WIDLUS
Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No, 82958
California Department of Justice

- 300 So. Spring Street, Suite 1702

Los Angeles, CA 90013

Telephone: (213) 897-2867

Facsimile: (213) 897-9395

E-mail: Wendy.Widlus@doj.ca.gov
Attorneys for Complainant

'BEFORE THE
BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation/Petitionto | Case No. 500-2017-000473
Revoke Probatlon Against, : .

BILL JAMES RELEFORD, JR., D.P. M

515 E. Hazel St., #9 ‘ PETITION TO REVOKE PROBATION
Ing!ewood CA 90302 » .

Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License No. E-
3630

Respondent.

Complainant alleges:
" PARTIES
1. - Brian Naslund (Complainant) brings this Petition to Revoke Probation solely in his

official capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Podiatric Medicine, Department of

Consumer Affairs (Board).

2. On or about August 31, 1989, the Board issued Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License
Number E-3630 to Bill ] ames Releford, Jr., D.P.M. (Respondent) The Doctor of Podlatuc
Medicine expired on Febluary 28, 2015, and has not bcen renewed.

3..  Inadisciplinary act;on entitled In the Matter of Accusation Against Bill James

1
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Releford Jr., D.P.M., Case No. 1B-1998-91425 the Board issued a decision, effective November
8, 2001, in which Respondent’s Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License was revoked. However, -
the revocation was stayed and Respondent’s Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License was placed on
probation for a period of five (5) years with certam terms and coudxtlons A copy of that decision
is attached as Exh1b1t A and is 1nco1porated by reference.

4. . Inadisciplinary action entitled In the Matter of Accusation Against Bill James

Releford Jr.', D.P.M., Case No. 1B-2011-216393, the Board issued a decision, effective June 20,

| 2014, in which Respondent’s Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License was revoked. However, the

revocation was stayed and Respondent"s Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License was placed on
probation for a period of seven (7) years with certain terms and conditions. A copy of that
decision is attached as Exh1b1t B and is incorporated by reference, ‘
JURISDICTION

5. This Petition to Revoke Probation is brought before the Board under the authority of
the following laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code (Code) |
unless otherwise indicated. | |

6. Section 2460.1 of the Code states;

“Protection of the public shall be the highest priority for the California Board of Podiatric
Medicine in exercising its Iicensing, regulatory, and disciplinary functions, Whenever the

proteétion of the public is inconsistent with other interests sought to be promoted, the protection

of the public shall be paramount.”

7. Section 2222 of the Code states:

“The California Board of Podiatric Medicine shall enforce and administer this article as to
doctors of podiatric medicinq. Any acts of unprofessibnal conduct or other violations proscribed
by this chapter are applicable to licensed doctors of podiatric medicine and wherever the Medical
Quality Hearing Panel established under Section 11371 of the Government Code is vested with
the authority to enforce and carry out this chapter as to licensed pﬁysicians and surgeons, the
Medical Quality Heaﬁng Panel also possesses that same authority as to licensed doctors of

podiatric medicine.”

2
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“The California Board of Podiatric Medicine may order the denial of an application or 1ssue
a certificate subject to conditions as set forth in Section 2221 or order the revocatmn suspension,
or other restriction of, or the modification of that penalty, and the reinstatement of any certificate
of a doctor of podiatric medicine w1th111 its authority as granted by th1$ chapter and in conjunction
with the administrative hearing procedures established pursuant to Sections 11371, 11372, 11373,
and 11529 of the Government Code. For these purposes, the California Board of Podiatric
Medicine shall exercise the powers granted and be governed by the procedures set forth in this
chapter.” _ |

8.  Section 2227 of the Code states:

“(2) A licensee whose matter has been heard by an administrative law judge of the Medical

Quality Hearing Panel as designated in Section 11371 of the Government Code, or whose default

‘has been entered, and who is found guilty, or who has entered into a stipulation for disciplinary

action with the board, may, in accordance with the prov1s1ono of this chapter:

“(1) Have his or her license revoked upon order of 1he board.

“(2) Have his or her right to practice suspended for a period not to exceed one year upon
order of the board. .

“(3) Be placed on probation and be required to pay the costs of probation monitoring upon
order of the board.

“(4) Be publicly reprimanded by the board. The public reprimand may include a

requucment that the licensee complete relevant oduca’uonal courses app_roved by the bomd

“(5) Have any other action taken i n relation to discipline as part of an order of plObatIOIl as
the board or an administrative law Judge may deem proper.

“(b) Any matter heard pursuant to subdivision (a), except for warning letters, medical
review or advisory conferences, professiona]_ competency.exar'rﬁnations, cont;muing education
activities, and cost reimbursement associated therewith that are agreed to. with the board and
successtully completed by the licensee, or other matters made confidential or privileged by
existiﬁg law, is deemed public, and shall be made available to the public by the board pursuant to

Section 803.1.”

3

PETITION TO REVOKE PROBATION (500-2017-000473)




O 0 1 N D W N e

N N = s e e e s = e
e S B R RSB REBELE &I LGELES

9.  Section 2497 of the Code states:
"(a) The board may order the denial of an application for, or the susbension of, or the

revocation of, or the imposition of probationary conditions upon, a certificate to practice podiatric

medicine for any of the causes set forth in Article 12 (commencing with Section 2220) in

accordance with Section 2222.

"(b) The board may hear all matters, including but not limited to, any contested case or may
aésign any such matters (o an administrative law judge. The proceedings shall be held in
accordaﬁce with Section 2230. If a contested case is heard by the board itself, the administrative
law judge who presided at the hearing shall be present during the board's consideration of the case
and shall assist and advise the board."

COST RECOVERY

10. Sectidn 2497.5 of the Cdde states:

"(a) The board may request the admir;istrative law judge, under his or her proposed decision
in resolution of a disciplinary proceeding before the board, to direct any licensee found guilty of
unprofessional conduct to pay to the board a sum not to exceed the actual and reasonable costs of
the investigation and prosecution of the case.

"(b) The costs to be assessed shall be fixed by 't'he administrative law judge and shall not be |
increased by the board unless the board does not adopt a prbposed decision and in making its own

decision finds grounds for increasing the costs to be assessed, not to exceed the actual and

reasonable costs of the investigation and prosecution of the case.

"(c) When the payment directed in the board's order for payment of costs is not made by the
licensee, the board may enforce the order for payment by bringing an action in any appropriate

court. This right of enforcement shall be in addition to any other rights the board may have as to

' any licensee directed to pay costs.

"(d) In any judicial action for the recoveiy of costs, proof of the board’s decision shall be
conclusive proof of the validity of the order of payment: and the terms for payment."(e)(1) Except|
as provided in paragraph (2), the board shall not renew or reinstate the license of any licensee

who has failed to pay all of the costs ordered under this section."(2) Notwithstanding péira graph

4
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(1), the board may, in its diséretion, conditionally renew or reinstate for a maximum of one year
the license of any licensee who demonstrates financial hardship and who enters into a formal
agreement with the board to reimburse the board within one year period for those unpaid costs.

"(f) All costs recovered under this section shall be deposited in the Board of Podiatric
Medicine Fund as a reimbursement in either the fiscal year in which the costs are actually
recovered or the previous fiscal year, as the board may direct.”

FIRST CAUSE TO REVOXE PROBATION
(Failure To Enroll In and Complete Ethics Course) _
11. At all times after the effective date of ReSpondent’s probation, Condition 3 stated:

“3,  ETHICS COURSE Within 60 days after release from Federal custody,

respondent shall enroll in ;el course in ethics, at respondent’s expense, approved in advance by the
Board or its designee. Failure to successfully complete the course during the first year is a
violation of probation.” |
12.  Respondent’s probation is subject to revocation because he failed to comply with
Probation Condition 3, referenced above. Respondent has failed to enroll in or-complcte an
apprm}ed course in ethics. |
SECOND CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION
(Failure To Pass A Written Examination)

13.  Atall times after the effective date of Respondent’s probation, Condition 4 stated:

4. BXAMINATION Within 60 days after release from Federal custody,
respondent shall arrange to Itake and pass a written examination approved by the Board. Failure
to successfully pass the examination within one year of the effective date of this Decision is a
violation of probation. Respondent shall pay the costs of all examinations. For purposes of this
condition, the exam shall be a passing score of the National Board of Podiatric Medical
Examiners Part I examination consistent with Business and Professions Code section 2493."

14.  Respondent’s probation is subject to revocation because he failed to.comply with

| Probation Condition 4, referenced above. Resp01].c1011t has taken and failed the Part IIT

examination three times since his release from federal custody.

5
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THIRD CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION
(Failure to Maintain a Current Podiatric Medical License)

15. Atall times after the effective date of Respondent’s probation, Condition 11 stated:

"11. PROBATION COMPILIANCE UNiT Respondent shall maintain a current and |

renewed California doctor of podiatric medicine's license.”

16. Respondent’s probation is .subject to revocation because he failed to comply with
Probation Condition 11, referenced above. Respondent's license haé béen delinquent since
February 28; 2015.

FOURTH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION
(Failure to Comply with Coﬁtinuing Medical Education Requirements)

17.  Atall times after the effective date of Respondent’s probation, Condition 22 stated:

“22. COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIRED CONTINU]NG MEDICAL
EDUCATION Respondent shall complete 50 hours of approved continuing medical education
and submit on a bi-annual basis satisfactory proof of compliance‘of same to the Board during
each two (2) yeaf renewal period.” |

18. Respondent"s probation is subject to revocatibn because he failed to comply with

Probation Condition 22, referenced above. The Board has not received any certificates of _

continuing medical education since the Disciplinary Order took effect.

FIFTH CAUSE TO REVOKE PROBATION
(Failure to Comply with Probation Order)

19. Respondcnt’s conditional license is subject to discipline pursuant to section 2227,
subdivision (5), of the Code iﬁ that he violated. terms and conditions of the conditional licensAe
issued by the Board. The circumstances are as follows:

20, The facts and circumstances alleged in paragraphs 11 through 18 are incorporated
here as if fully set forth. ’
DISCIPLINE CONSIDERATIONS

21.  To determine the degree of discipline, if any, to be imposed on Respondent,

Complainant alleges that on or about November 8, 2001, in a ptior disciplinary action entitled In

6

PETITION TO REVOKE PROBATION (500;2017—000473)
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the Matter aof Accusation Agaz:nst Bill James Releford Jr., D.P.M., Case No. 1B-1998-91425
before the Board of Podiatric Medicine, Respondent’s license was revokéd with the revocation
stayed and Respondent was placed on probation for a period of five (5) yeats with certain terms
and conditions s a result of his admissions to Gross Negligence, Repeated N egligent Acts
Incompetency, Dishonest Acts, Failure to Maintain Accurate Records, Excessive Treatment, and
Unprofessional Conduct. That decision is now final and is incorporated by reférence as if fully
set forth,
PRAYER

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein alleged,
and that following the hearing, the Board of Podiatric Medicine issue a decision: _ _

1. Revoking the probation that was granted by the Board of Podiatric Medicine in Case
No. 1B-2011-216393 and imposing the disciplinary order that was stayed thereby revoking
Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License No. E-3630 issued to Bill James Releford, Jr., D.P.M.;

2. Revoking or suspending Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License No. E-3630, issued to
Bill James Releford, Jr., D.é.M.;
| 3. Ordering Respondent Bill J ames Releford, Jr., D.P.M., to pay to the Board the
reasonable costs of. the investigation and enforcement of this case pursuant to Business and
Professions Code section 2497.5;

4. Ordering Respondent Bill James Releford, Jr., D.P.M., to pay the Board of Podiatric

Medicine all unpaid costs of probation monitoring, as well as all unpaid cost recovery amounts, |

on the probation order issued May 23, 2014, in Case No. 1B-2011-216393; and

5. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

BRIAN NASLUND

Executive Officer

Board of Podiatric Medicine
Department of Consumer Affam.
State of California

Complainant
LA2017504682 ’ :

62399863.docx
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Exhibit A

Decision and Order

Board of Podiatric Medicine Case Nd. 1B-1998-91425



BEFORE. THE
BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER A¥FFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation )
Against: )
)
BILL JAMES RELEFORD, JR., D.P.M. ) File No: 1B-1998-91425
. ‘ . ) ' -
Podiatric Medical ) OAN No: L-2001030470
License No. E-3630 ) «
)
)
Respondent, )
DECISION AND ORDER

The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby adopied as the

Decision and Order of the Board of Podiatric Medicine, Department of Consumer Affairs,
State of California,

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on November 8, 2001

»

DATED _October 9, 2001 .

BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE




BILL LOCKYER, Attorney General
of the State of California

MARK T. ROOHK, State Bar No..132698
Deputy Aftorney General -
California Department of Justice
300 South-Spring Street, Suite 1702
‘Los Angeles, California 90013
Telephone: (213) 897-2568 .
Facgimile: (213) §97-1071
Attomeyé for Complainant
- BEFORE THE
BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
'STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 1B-1998-91425.
BILL JAMES RELEFORD, JR., D.P.M. { OAHNo, L-2001030470
656 E. Regent Street _
Inglewood, CA 90301 STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND
' . DISCIPLINARY ORDER °
I Podiatrist License No, E 3630
| Respondent.

IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties fo the

above-entitled proceedings that the following matters are true:

PARTIES

)

1. Complainant James Rathlesberger is the Executive Officer of the Board of |

Podiatric Medicine. He brought this action solely in his official bapacity and is represented in

this matter by Bill Lockyer, Attormey General of the State of California, by Mark T. Roohk,
Députy Attorney General. ' ' | ‘ '

| 2. Respondent is representing himself in this proceeding and has chosen not
t0 exercise his right fo be represented by counsel.

3. On or about August 31, '1989, the Board of Podiatric Medicine issued

Podiatrist License Number E 3630 to Bill James Releford, Jr., D.P.M. ("Respondent™). The
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| Podiatrist License was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the charges brought and will

expire on February 28, 2001, unless renewed.

JURISDICTION

4. Accusation No: 1B-1998-91425 was filed before the Board of Podiatric
Medicine of the Department of Consumer Affairs ("Board"), and is currently pcndmg against
Respondent The Accusation, together with all other statutorily required documents, was duly
served on Respondent on January 23, 2001, and Respondent timely filed his Notice of Defense
contesting the Accusation. A copy of Accusation No. 1B-1998-91425 is attached as Exhibit A

and incorporated herein by reference

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

5. *  Respondent has carefully read and fully understands the nature of the
charges and allegations in the Accusatlon and the effects of this Stlpulated Settlement and

Disciplinary Order.

6. Respondent is fully aware of his legal rights in this matter, including the

Tight to a heanng on the charges and allegatlons in the Accusation, the right to be represented by

counsel, at his'own expense, the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against him,
the right to present evidence and to testify on his own behalf, the xight to the issnance of
subpoenas to compel the attenda.nce of witnesses and the production of documents, the nght to

reconsideration and court review of an adverse decision, and all other rights accorded by the

{| California Administrative Procedurs Act and other ‘apphcable laws.

-

A Respondent voluntarlly, knowmgly and mtclhgently waives and gwes up

each and every right set forth above

CULPABILITY

8. Respondent understands that the charges and allegations in the
Accusatxon, if proven at a hearing, constitute cause for imposing discipline upon his Podiatrist
License.

9. For the purpose of resolving Accusation No. 1B-1998-91425 withoiit the

expense and uncertainty of further proceedings, Respondent agrees that, at a heanng,
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Complainant could establish a factual basis for the charges in the Accusation, and that
Resbondenthereby gives upAhis right to contest those charges.
10. Respondent.agrees that his Podiatrist License is subject to-discipline and
'he agrees to be bound by the Board's imposition of discipline as set forth in the Order below.
| CONTINGENCY
_ 11.  This stipulation shall be subject to the approval of the Board. Respondent
understands and agrees that Board of Podiatric Medicine's staff and counsel for Complainant
may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation atid_ Settlement,‘ without
notice to or participation by Respondent. If the Board fails to adopt this stipu]atian as its Order,
except for this paragraph the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order shall be of no force or
effect, it shall be inadmissible in any legal action between the parties, and the Board shall not be
disqualified from further action by havving considgred this matter.
12.  The parfies 'agrce that facsimile copies of this Stipulated Settlement and
‘Disciplinary Order, including facsimile signatures -thcreto, shall have the same force and effect as
the original Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order and signatures.

13.  In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties
agree that the Board’shall, without further potice or formal proceedihg, issue and enter the
following Disciplinary Order: _ |

DISCIPLINARY ORDER. |

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Podiatrist License Number E 3630 issued to

| Respondent Bill James Releford; r., D.P.M. is revoked. However, the revocation is stayed and” |

Respondent is placed on probation for five (5) years on the following terms and conditions.
1. ACTUAL SUSPENSION As part of probation, respondent is saspended
{ from the pra_ctiéé of podiatric medicine for 30 days beginning the effective date of this decision.
2. POSTED NOIICEV OF SUSPENSION Respondent shz_ﬂl promint?ntly
post a notice of the Board's Order of Suspensioﬁ, ina place clearly visible to the public. Said .
notice, provided by the Board, shall xemain so posted duri'ng the entire périod of actual

suspension.
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3, PHYSICTAN ASSESSMENT & C_LINICAL EDUCATION (PACE)
PROGRAM Within 60 days of the effective date of this decision, respondent at his own

expense shall enroll in the PACE program and shall undergo assessment and clinical training.

"AfRer a full assessment by the PACE Evaluation Commiittee, respondent shall comply with all

PACE program requirements and recommendations, including but nat limited to participation in
any clinical training recommended by the PACE program and submission to recommended
treatment of any medical or mental condition identified in the PACE program assessment.
Respondent shall complete the PACE program, inc‘luding recommended clinical training ahd/or
treatment, within six (6) month after the initial enrollment, unless the Board or its deéi gnee -
agrees in writing to a later completxon date.

4. ETHICS Within 60 days of the effectlve date of this decision, respondent
shall submxt to the Board of Podiatric. Medicine for its pmor approval a course in Ethics, which
respondent shall successfully complete during the first year of probation.

5. BILLING MONITOR Within 30 days of the effective date of this

decision, or at such time as the terms of condition 1 above have been satisfied, respondent’s

‘billing pféctices will be monitored by another doctor of podiatric medicine. The Board shall,

within the exercise of reasonable discretion, appoint the monitor from its panel of consultants;
The monitor shall provide periodic reports to the Board or its designee. Respondent shall pay all |
costs for such monitoring and shall otherwise comply with all requirements of his contract with

the monitor, a copy of which is contained in Appendix A. If the monitor terminates the contract

.or is no longer available, the Board or its designee shall appoint a new monitor itimediately.

Resp'ondent shall not practice during the probation until he provides z copy of the contract with
the current monitor to the ﬁrobation officer and such contract is approved by the Board.
Respondent shall be requifed to have a b‘illixig monitor for a period of one (1) year.

6. PROVISIONS FOR CESSATION OF PRACTICE In se,ttlements or
orders which provide for a cessation of pracuce respondent shall comply with procedures .

provided by the Board probation officer regarding notification and management of patients.
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7. NOTICE TO EMPLOYEES Respondent shall, upon or before the

effective date of this Decision, post or circulate a notice which actually recites the offenses for

which respondent has been disci’plincd’. and the terms and conditions of probation, to all

‘employees involved in his practice.- Within fifteen (15) days of the effective date of this

Decision, respondent shall cause his employees to report to the Board in writing, acknowledgmg
the employces have read the Accusation and Decision in the case and understand respondent's
terms and conditions of probation.

8. CHANGES OF EMPLOYMENT Respondent shall notify the Board in

writing, through the assigned probation officer, of any and all changes of employment location,

and address within thirty (30) days of such change.
' 9. PROBATION COSTS Respondent shall pay the administrative costs

incurred by the Board associated with probation monitoring each and every year of probation.

Such costs shall be payable to the Roard at the end of each fiscal year. Respondent will be

provided with an invoice at the close of each fiscal year which must be paid within 30 days of

receipt. The final invoice will be provided upon termination of probation and is also due and

payable within 30 days of receipt, Failure to pay stch costs shall be considered a violation of

‘probation.

10.  RECQVERY OF INVESTIGATION & PROSECUTION COSTS The

respondent is hereby ordered to reimburse the Board the amount of $4,000 within one (1) year of

the effective date of this decision for the recovery of the actual and reasonable costs of the

investigation and prosecution of this mattsr as provided for in ' Sedtion 24975 of the Business and |

Professions Code. Payments shall be made in equaIA quarterly installments of $1,000. Failure to
reimburse the Board's cost of its investigation and prosécution shall constitute a violation of the

probation order, unless the Board agrees in writing to payment by an alternative plan because of
financial hardship. The filing 6f b:inkruptcy shall not relieve respondent of his responsibility to

reimburse the Board for its investigative aﬁd prosecﬁtion costs.

11.' OBEY ALL LLAWS Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local

laws, and all rules govermng the prachce of podiatric medicine in California,
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12, QUARTERLY REPORTS Respondent shall submit quarterly

declarations, under pcnalty of perjury, on forms provided by the Board, stating»whether there has
been compliance with all the conditions of probation.
| Notwithstanding any provision for tolling of requirements of probation, during the
cessation of practice respondent shall continue to submit quarterly declarations under penalty of
perjury.
13.  SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM Respondent shall comply with the
Board's probatlon surveillance program.

14.  INTERVIEW WITH PODIATRIC MEDICAL CONSULTANT

Respondent shall appear in person for interviews with the Board's medical consultant, upon
request, at varjous'intervals and with reasonable notice.

15.  TOLLING FOR CESSATION OF PRACTICE In the event the

aespondent fails to satisfactorily compiete any provision of the order of probation, which tesults
1in the cessation of practice, all other provisions of probation other than the submission of

‘quarterly reports shall be held in abeyance until respondent is permitted to resume the practice of

podiatry. All provisions of probation shall recommence on the effective date of rcsumptio'n of
pract1ce Periods of cessation of practice will not apply to the reductmn of the probatlonary

penod

16.  TOLLING FOR OUT-QF-STATE PRACTICE OR RESIDENCE In the

event respondent should leave California to reside or to practice outside the state, respondent

N must notify the Board in writing of the dates of departure and return. Periods of reeldency or .

practice outside California will not apply to the reduction of this probationary petiod.

17.  COMPLETION OF PROBATION Upon successful completion of

probation, respondent's certificate will be fully restored.

18,  VIOLATION OF PROBAT ION If respondent violates probation in any

respect, the Board, after giving respondent notice and the opportumty to be heard, may revoke

probation and carry out the disciplinary order that was stayed. If an accusation or petition to

revoke probation is filed against respondent during probation, the Board shall have continuing
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jurisdiction until the matter is final, the period of probation shall be extended until the matter is
final, and no petition for modification of penalty shall be considered while there is an accusation

or petition to revoke probation pending against respondent. -

19.  COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIRED CONTINUING MEDICAL
EDUCATION Respondent shall submit satisfactory proof biennially to the Board of
compliance with the requitements for re-licensure, including completing fifty (50) hours of
approved continuing medical educat'ion,.mgeting continuing competence re_quiremenlts,l- and
possessing a current & valid certificate in basic cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR), during

each two (2) year renewal period.

20.  LICENSE SURRENDER Following the effective date of this decision. if
respondent ceases practice due to retirement or health reasons, or is otherwise uﬁab.lc‘ to satisfy
the terms and conditions of pi‘obation, respondent may request voluntarily surrender of his
license to the Board. The Board reserves the right to evaluate respondent’s request and to

exercise its discretion whether to grant the request, or to take any other action deered

appropriate and reasonable under the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrendered

license, respondént will no longer be subject to the terms and conditions of probation.
~ ACCEPTANCE

o 'T have carefully read the above Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order and 1
fully uﬁderstaﬁd the terms and Cpnditions and other matters contained therein, as weil as the
effect this stipulation will havé on my Podiatrist License, I enter into this Stipulated Settlement
voluntarily, knowingly a.tid"iiité"lli gently, and agree to be bound:by ﬂleDlscxplmar}; Order and -
Decision of the Board of Podiatric Medicine. I further agree that a facsimile copy of this
Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order, including facsimile copies of signatures, may be
used with the same force and effect as the originals, A

PUEEETN

DATED: }«—#7 30/L To0/.

o

BRLT ‘REFEFORD, JR, DP.M.
Responde ‘
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ENDORSEMENT

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully

submitted for consideration by the Board of Podiatric Medicine of the Departinent of Consumer

" Affairs.

DATED: q/ 7/ i

DO} Dotket Number: 03576160-LA00AD1996
Stipistation 11/9/00 :

BILL LOCKYER, Attorney General
of the State of California

MARK T. ROOHK" ,
Deputy Attorney General

Attorneys for Complainant
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~ STATE OF CALIFORNIA
MEDICAL BQARD OF CALIFORNIA

BILL LOCKYER, Attorney General
" of the State of California '
MARX T. ROOHK, State Bar No. 132698
Deputy Attorney General .
California Department of Justice

.300 S. Spring Street, Rm 1702

Los Angeles, CA 90013
Telephone: (213) 897-2568
Facsimile: (213) 897-1071

Attorneys for Complainant

BEFORE THE
BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE -
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS .

STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against; Case No. 1B-1998-91425
BILL JAMES RELEFORD, JR D.PM. ACCUSATION |
656 E. Regent St. - . '
Inglewood CA 90301
Doctor of Pod1a1;nc Medicine
Certificate No. E 3630 :

Respondent

Complainant alleges:

PARTIES

official capacity as the Exccutive Officer of the Board of Podiatric Medicine, Department of

Consumer Affairs, State of California.

2. On or about August 31, 1989, the Board of Pod1atnc Medicine issued
Doctor of Podlatnc, Medicine Certificate Number E 3630 to Bill J. ames Relcford Ir, DP.M.
("Respondent”). The Doctor of Podiatric Medicine Certificate was in full force and effect at all
times releva.nt to the charges brought herein and will expire on February 28, 2001, unless

renewed

Y7,

ER S Jaities Rathlésberger ("Complainait”) bm1gs this acciisation solely inhis” |
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JURISDICTION
3. ThlS Accusatxon s brought before the Board of Podlatnc Medicine,

Department of Consumcr Affairs, State of California ("Board"), under the authonty of the

.follomng sections of the Business and Professjons Code ("Code™).

4. Section 2222 of the Code states the California Board of Podiatric

Medicine shall enforce and administer this article as to doctors of podiatric medicine. Any acts -

of unprofessional conduct or other violations proscribed by this chapter are applicable to licensed

doctors of podiatric medicine and wherever the Medical Quahty Hearing Panel established under -
Section 11371 of the Govemment Code is vested thh the authority to enforce and carry out this
chapter as to licensed physmmns and surgeons, the Medmal Quality Hearmg Panel also possesses
that same authority as to licensed doctors of po&iatn'c medicine,

| TheCa‘Iiforhia Board of Podiatric Medicine may order the denial of an aéplicatibn |

or issue a certificate subject to conditions as set forth in Section 2221, or order the revocation,

-suspension, or other restriction of, or the modification of that penalty, and the reinstatement of
any certificate of a doctor of podlatnc mechcme within 1ts authonty as granted by this chapter

“and in conjunction with the adm1mstrat1ve hearmg procedures established pursuant to Sections

11371, 11372, 11373, and 1 1529 of the Government Codé. For these purposes, the Cahfornla
Board of Pod;atnc Med1cme shall exercise the powers granted and be govemed by the
procedures set forth i in this chapter. _ _
5. - Section 2234 of the Code statss the Divisich of Medical Quality shall take -
action against any licensee who is charged with unprofessional conduct. In addition to other
provisions of this article, unprofessional condﬁct includés, but is not limited to, the following: -

(8  Violating or attempting to violate, 'di_rectlon; indirectly, or assisting in or

abetting the violation of, or conspiring to violate, any provision of this chapter.
| (b)  Gross negligence. |
(©) Repeate& negligent acts.

(d)  Incompstence,




E S

10
11
12

13:
147

15
16

17,

18
19

21
22
23

240

25
26

27

28

(¢)  The commission of any act involving dishonesty or corruption which is
substantially related to the qualifications, functions, or duties of a physician and surgeon.
(  Any action or conduct which would have warranted the denial of a
certificate. | |

6. Sectioh 2497 of the Code states: A

(@)  The board may order the de.:ni'al of an application for; or the suspension of,
or the revocation of, or the imposition éf probationary conditions upon, a certificate_tq_
practice podiatric medicine for any of the causes set forth in Article 12 (commencing v;/ith
Section 2220) in aécbrdance with Séction 2222, |

~(b) The board miay hear 511 matters; including but not limit;d td, any contested

case or ma}} assign any such matters to an administrative law judge. The proceedings
shall be held in accdrdance with Section 2230. If é, contested case is heard by the board
itself, the administrative law judge who presided é,t the hearing Ashall be pfesent during the
board's consideration of the case and shall assist and advise the board.

7. Section 2497.5 of the Code states:

(a) The board may request the administrative law judge, under his or her
proposed decision in resolution of a _disciplinary proceeding before the board, to direct
‘any licensee found guilty of unprofessional conduct to pay to the board a sum not to
exceed the actnal and reasonable costs of thé investigation and prosecution of the case.

"~ 8. ' Section 2228 of the Code states the authority of the board or a division of |
the board or the California Board Qf Podiatric Medicine to discipline a licensee by placing him or
he; on probation includes, but is not limited to, the following:

{3 Reéuiring_ the licensee to obtain additional professional training and to
ﬁass an examination upon the completion of the training. The examination may be
written or oral, or both, and inay be a practical or clinical examiﬁation, or both, at the
cpﬁ011 of the board oi‘ divisidxi- or the administrative law judge.

| (b)  Requiring the licensee to submit to a ‘c_omplete diagnostiij, examination by

one or more physicians and surgeous appointed by the divigion. If an examinationis

3
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ordered, the board or division shall receive and consider any other report of a complete
diagnostic examination given by one or more physicians and surgeons of the licensee's
' chéice. | ‘ |

(c)  Restricting or limiting the extent, scope, or type of practice of the licensee,
including requiring notice to applicable patients that the licensee is unable to perform the
indicated treatment, w.herc appropriate. |

(d | Providing the option of alternative community service m cases other than -

violations relating to quality of care, as defined by the Division of Medicé_l Quality.

9. Section 2266 of the Code states the failure of a physician and surgeon to
maintain adequate and accurate records relating to the provision of services to their patients
constitutes unprofessional conduct.

10,  Section 725 of the Code states in relevant part that repeated acts of clearly
excessive prescribing or administering of drugs or treatment, repeated acts of clearly excessive

use of diagnostic procedures, or repeated acts of clearly excessive use of diagnostic or treatment

~facilities as determined by the standard of the conunumty of licensees is \mprofesswnal conduct .

for aphyswlan and surgeon, dentist, podiatrist, psychologist, physical theraplst chiropractor, or

optometrist.

1. Section 14124.12, subdivision (a), of the Welfare and Institutions Code

| states that upon receipt of written notice from the Medical Board of California, the Osteopathic

Medicdl Bodrd of Califoinia; or the Board of Dental Examiners of California, that 2 licensee's
license has been pléced on probation as a result of a disciplinéry actipn, the departrﬁent may not
reimburse any Medi-Cal claim for the type of surgical service or invésive procedure that gave
rise to the probation, including any deutal‘sufgery or invasiv.c procedure, that was performed by
the licensee on or after the effective date of probatmn and wntil the termination of all
probationary texms and conditions or until the probationary penod has ended, whlchever ocours
first. This section shall apply except in any case in which the relevant licensing hoard
determines that compelling circumstances warrant the continued reirbursement during the

probationary period of any Medi-Cal claim, including any claim for dental services, as so

4
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described. In such a case, thcvdcpartment-sha_ll continue to reimburse the licensee for all
procedures, except for those invasive or surgic.al procedures for which the licensee was placed on
probation. , .
FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
(Gross Negligence)

12.  Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under 2234, subdivision (b)

“of the Code in that respondent was grossly negligent in the care and treatment of a patient. The

circumstances are as follows:

a, ‘On or about March 3, 1995, patient C.J. was admitted to Centinela
Hospital Medical Center (“Centinela) via the emergency room with a diagnosis of acute .
A hémorr}iagip cerebrovascular accident (stroke). She was unable to swallow and a
percutaneous endéscopic gastrotomy was performed. Her lower extremities had palpable
pulses equal bilaterally. No ulcerations were documented. Sﬁe was transferred to
Community Convaleseent and Rehabilitation Center (“CCRC’;) on Ap;'il 12,1995 witha
- guarded prognosis and ‘a poor rehabilitation prognosis. Patient C.J. was bedbound and
required total assistance on a daily basis. On April 12, 1995, the records show that a
stage IV decubitus ulcer on the right buttocks and a stagé IT decubitus ulcer on both
thighs were to be cleansed and Santyl enzyme app]ied followed by a clean, dry dressing.
By April 26, 1995 the stage IV decubitus ulcer on the right buttocks had .envla.rged.
Patient C.J. was transferred to Daniel Freeman Hospital (“Dariiel Freeman”) on April30, |
1995 , where the admitting diagnosis of pneumonia, urosepsis, sacral decubitus ulcer with
possible abscess, and post intercerebral hemorrhage with right hemiparesis was made.
Sacral and heel decubiti were noted by the attending physician. On May 5, 1995, patient
CJ underwént surgical debridement of the decubitus ulcers on both heels and on her
.groin areas. She was transferred back to CCRC on May 8, 1995,
b.  Upon admission to CCRC the ulcerative lesions on the heels were
found to be stage IV. Patient C.J. was placed on oral antibiotics of Keﬂéx 500mg TID.
for ten days. Blood chemistry réﬂected a high WBC of 12.5 on May 9, 1995, 8.7 onMay
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22,1995, and 12.1 on June 16, 1995, The progress notés from CCRC reflect exaniihation

. of and treatment to both heels by respondent, who Had a contract with the CCRC to .

provide podiatric care to residents, on May 13, 1995, May 31, 1995 and June 17, 1995. A
descriptive decubitus heel ulcer, full thickness 5.0cm in diameter with sarious drainage

was noted on the progress note of May 13, 1995. Treatment consisted of ulcer

* debridement, skiri dcroofed with a directive found in the physician’s orders fOr-Santyl

' omtment qd and a request for the application of a LeNard splint to both heels. On May

31, 1995 the ulcers were again debrided to the subcutaneous tissues with 10 bleeding and
no mfectmn was noted. The LeNard splint was reordered and the Santy] omtment was to
continue, On June 17, 1995 it was noted by respondent that the dressings had not been
changed for three days and the wound had a very foul'odor.” A directive for change of
dressings every twelve hours and wet to dry 0.5% acetic acid soaks was made. A surgicai
debridement of the sacral and heel ulcers was performed on June 22, 1995 at Daniel
Freeman by Dr, R.C. The heel ulcers were dcscrlbed as 4cm by 4om each and
debridement included excision of bone deep to the os calcis. -

c. On November 19, 1995, patient C.J. was again transferred to
Daniel Freeman because.of a shortness ofbreath, The admitting diagnosis was |
cohgestive heart failure (CHF), ‘hypoxia multiple infected décubitus ulcers, hypertenéion,

anemia, severe penpheral vascular diseasé, hyponatremla and hypoalbmnmemm

" Laboratory data mdlcated a WBC 0f'16.2, hemoglobin of 6.5, hematoerit of 21.6, POZ of

27,PCO2 of 37, pH of 7.48 with serum albumin at a low 1.7. Dr. K.F.L.., the ER ‘
physician, examined the patient and filled out eider neglect papers. The patient was
stabilized and aggressive antlbmtm therapy was mstttuted with a combination of Cipro,
Vancomyecin, Flagyl Augmentm and Diflucan, On November 22, 1995, Dr.R. C.
performed debridement of the sacral and right heel ulcers with an additional below the

knee amputation of the left ankle and foot. Pathology found fibrocalcific arteriosclerosis

with extensive gangrene and ulceration (AK amputation left leg). Following the surgery

- patient C.J. continued afebrile and clinically stable and was transferred to the Centinela

6
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Valley Care Center on December 14 1995.

d. | Patlent C.J. was returned to Damel Freeman on December 25,1995

complaining of resp:ratory distress. Her WBC was 36. A dxagnoms of CHF, probable

sepsis, hyperkalemia, prerenal azotemia, peripheral vascular disease and multiple
decubitus ulcers was made. The post-op leg wound was found to be closed with no
apparent signs of infection. The ulcers were again debrided and the patient was placed on
v antlblotxcs of Gentamlcm and Rocephm Patient C.J.’s cond1t1on did not 1mprove and

she went into cardmpulmonary atrest on December 27, 1995, ’

e. Respondent’s office notes, none of which were signed by |
respondeiit, reflect that he saw patient C.J. for surgieal debridement on numerous
occasions Between Mé.y 10, 1995 and December 13, 1995, includiﬁg-qn May 10, 12, 17,
19, 22,24, 26,29 and 31, June 2; 5., 12, 14, 16, 17 and 19, July 5, 7, 10, 1'2, 14,17, 19,
21, 24,26, 28 and 31, Avgust 2, 4, 9, 11, 14, 16, 17, 18, 19,21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 28, 29, 30
and 31, September 1,4, 5, 6, 8, 11, 13, 15, 18,29, 20,21, 22, 25, 26, 27, 28 and 29,

-October 2,9, 13, 16, 18, 20, 23, 25, 27 and 30, November v1, 2,8, 10,13, 15,17 and 18,

and December 13. The December 13 treatment and billing by respondent included

debridement of the ulcer on the left foot, which foot had been amputated on November

- 22,1995. Respondent’s initial and subsequent progress notes in his office chart for

patient C.J. contained no evidsnce of documentation of past medical history (e.g.,
complications secan&afy £ her aclife hypoxia, multiple infected decubitus ulcers, S
hypertension, anemia, sever peripheral vascﬁlai disease, hyponatremia and
hypoalbumihemia), hospitalizations, er surgeries that might have assisted respondent in
his evaluation of the patient, There were 1o laboratory tests, no x-rays to rule out
osteomyelitis, or consultations with the patient’s primary care physician, Over the course
of time thaf respondent treated patient C.J., his progress notes failed to include operative
reports, prognoses, or future freatment plans. No Iaboratory, x-ray or pathology reports
were found in the ﬁrogress notes of responderit. Thers were no references to wound |

cultures or antibiofics prescribed.
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f. Between on or about May 10 1995, and December 27,1995,
respondent was grossly negligent in the care and treatment of patxent C.J. in that he failed

to establish, or document that he had established, a diagnosis and treatment plan that took

- into consideration the patient’s past medlcal history, laboratory data, and consultation

with the primary care physwnan

8.  Between on or about May 10, 1995, andDecember 27 1995,

‘ respondent was grossly negligent in that he performed raultiple, continuous debndements

of patxent C.J.’s avascularized, gangrenous, non-responsive ulcers without reassessing, or
documenting that he had reassessed, the treatment plan.
h. - Between on or about May 10, 1995, and December 27, 1995,

respondent was grossly negligent in his documentation of his care and {reatment of

' patieht'-C.I . in that his notes lacked any significant patient medical history, objective

findings, descriptive wound measurements (including documentation of the progress of

wound care), or treatment plans.

i, Between on or about May 10,‘ 1995, and De‘éember 27, 1995,
responde;nt was grossly negligent in hié documentation of'-‘vthe care and freatment of
patient C.J. iﬁ that there were no oﬁerative reports for the eighty-four surgical
dcbtiden:‘xents allegediy performed by respondenf on patient C.J.

. Between on or about May 10, 1995, and December 27, 1995,

respondent was grossly negligent in the care and treatment of pahent C.J. invthat he-failed

Cto s1gn office notes reflecting services prowded to patient (, T,

k. . Between on or about May 10, 1995 and December 7, 1995,
respondent was grossly negligent m the care and treatment of paﬁent C.J. in that he failed

to fully document his treatment of the patient in her chart at CCRC. .

L Between on or about May 10, 1995 and D-ec‘ember 27,1995,

‘respondent was grossly negligent in that he repeatedly performed invasive surgery é.ndlor

provided treatment without documentation of informed consent.
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m. On or about December 13, 1995, respondent was grossly negligent
in that he documented and billed for a procedure on patient C.J.’s léft foot, which had

been amputated on November 22, 1995, _
SECOND CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
| (Repeated Negli gent Acts)
13.  Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2234,

subdivision (c) in that he'engaged in repeated acts of negligence in the care and treatment of

: patlent CJ. The mrcumstances are as follows:

a.  The facts and circumstances alleged in subparagraphs 12.a. through
12.e. above are incorporated here as if fully set forth. |

| b. Betweén on or zbout May 10, 1995, and December 27, 1995,
respondent was negligent in the care and treatment of patient C.J. in that he failed to
estaBlish, or (iocﬁment th_ét he had established, a diagnosis and ﬁeatment plan that took
into consideration the patient’s past medica'l history, laboratory data, and consultétion
with the pnmary care physician. |

| A c. « Between on or about May 10, 1995, and December 27, 1995,
respondent was negligent in that he performed multiple, continuous debridements of
patient Cl.'s avasculariied, gangrenous, nori—responsive ulcers without reassessing, or
documenting that he had reassessed, the treatment plan.

- d.  Between on or about May 10, 1995, and Décember 27, 1995,
respondent was négligent in his documentation of his care and treatment of patient C.J. in
that his notes lacked any significant patient medical history, obj ective findings,
descripﬁve wound measurements (including documentation of the progress of wound
care), or treatment plans. .

e - Between on or about May 10, 1995, and Deceniber 27, 1995,
“respondent was negligent in his documentation of the care and treatment of patient C.J. in
. that there were no operative reports for the eighty-four surgeries performed by resp()ndant

- on patient C.J.
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f. Between on or-about May 10, 1995, and Decembgr 27, 1995,
respondent was negligent in the care and treatment of patient C.J. in that he failed to sign
office notes reflecting ,'services pfovided to patient C.J.

g. - - Between on or about May 10, 1995 and Decembet 7, 19935,
respondent was negligent in the care and treatment of patient C.J. in that he failed to fully

- document his treatment of the patient in the i‘)atient‘s chart at CCRC.

h.  Between onor about May 10, 1995 and December 27, 1995, |
respondent was negligent in that he repeatedly perfoﬁned invasive surgery and/or
provided treatment without documentation of informed consent. -

i ~ On or about December 13, 1995 , respondent was negligent in tﬁat
he docume_r;ted and billed for a ﬁrocedure‘ on patient C.J.’s left foof, which had been
amputated on Névembcr 22,1995,

| THIRD CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
* (Incompetency)

14, | Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2234,
subdivision (d), in that respondent was incompetent in the care and treatment of patient C.J. The
circumstances are as follows: |

a. The fécts and circumstances élleged in subparagraphs 12.a. through
12.e, above are incorporated here as if fully set forth. ‘
o -~ FOURTH GAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

' (Dishonest Acts)

15. Respondent is subject to disciplinary action uﬁder‘se.ction. 2234,

subdivision (e)A in that he engaged in dishonest acts. The circumstances m"e as follows: .
| a.  The facts and circumstances alleged in subparagraphs 12.2. through |

12.¢. above are incorpdréted here ag if fully set forth.

b, | On or about Décember 13, 1995, respendent engaged in a f
dishonest act when he documented and billed for a procedure on patient C.J.’s left foat,

which had been amputated on November 22, 1995, .

10
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FIFTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
| (Record Keetping) A
16. "Respcn_dent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2266 of the
Code in that respondent failed to maintain adequate and accurate records relating to the provision |
of services to -petieht C.J. The circumstences are ag follows:

a. The facts and circuxxtstances alleged in subparagraphslz.aethrough
12.¢. above are incorporated here as if fully set forth. o
| b. Between on or about May 10, 1995, and December 27 1995,

. respondent failed to maintain adequate and accurate records of his care and treatment of
patient C.J. in that his notes lacked any sxgmﬁcant patient medtcal history, objective
findings, descnpnve wound measurements (mcludmg documentanon of the prcgrcss of

‘wound care), or treatment plans.

| e Between on or about May 10, 1,995, and December 27, 1995,

.respondent failed to maintain‘ adequate and accurate records of the care and treatment of
patient C J. in that there were no operative reports for the elghty-four surgenes performed

by respondent on patient C.J. . _

d. Between on or abput May 10, 1995, and December 27, 1995,
respondent failed to maintain adequate and aceurate records of the care and treatment of
patient C.JT. in that he failed to sign office notes reflecting services provided to patient

e. Between on or about May 10, 1995 and December 7, 1995,
respondent failed to maintain adequate and accurate records of the care and tx‘eattxwﬁt of
patient C.J. i_nthat he failed to fully document his treatment of the patient inthe patient’s
chart at CCRC. | |
| f. Between on or about May 10, 1995 and December 27, | 1995
respondent failed to mamtam adequate and accurate records in that he repeatedly

performed invasive surgery and/or provided treatment w1thout docutnentation of

informed consent.

11




SIXTH.CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

2 (Exceséive Treatment)
3 17. ,Réspondent is subject to disciplinary action under sectioq 729 of the Code
4 in that respondent engaged in repeated acts of clearly excessive treatment of patient C.J. The
5 || circumstances are as follows:
6 a The facts and circumstances alleged in subparagraphs 12.a. through
7 12.e. above are incorporated here as if fully set forth.
| 8 b. Between on or about May 10, 1995, and Decemﬁer_g’/ , 1995,
-9 respondent engaged in repeated acts of clearly éxéessive treatment of patient C.J. in that’
10 he performed multiple, continuous debridements of patient C.J.’s avascularized,
11 gangrenous; non-responsive ulcers.-
12 SEVENTH CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE
13 (Unprofessional Conduct)
14 18. | Respondent is subject to disciplinary action under section 2234 in that
15 || engaged in acts of unprofessional condllxct. The circumstances are as follows:
16 a. The facts and circumstances aileged in paragraplis 12. through 17.
17 above are incorporated here as if fully set forth. -
18
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PRAYER'

WHEREFORE, Complainant requests that a hearing be held on the matters herein
allcged and that followmg the hearing, the Board issue a decision:
| 1. Revoking or suspendmg Doctor of Podxatrlc Medlcme Certlﬂcate Number
E 3630, issued to Bill James Releford, Jr, DP.M,;

2. Ordering Bill J a;mes Releford, Jr‘., D.P.M. to pay the Board the_ rleasonable
costs of the investigation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and Professions
Code section 2497.5, and, if placed on probation, the costs of probatibn mbnitorip_g;

3. Taking such other and ﬂnher ﬁctidn as deemed neceséary and proper,

'DATED: . January 23, 2001

‘l‘

‘ Complamant_

caj: 12-12.00

13




Exhibit B

Decision and Order

Board of Podiatric Medicine Case No. 1B-2011-216393



BEFORE THE
BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

" In the Matter of the Accusation Against:

, File No. 1B-2011-216393
BILL JAMES RELEFORD JR., D.P.M.

Doctor of Podia'tric Medicine
License No. E 3630

"l N’ e N N N S Nt

Respondent.

DECISION AND ORDER |

A The attached Stipulated Settlement and Disciplihary Order is hereby accepted and
adopted by the Board of Podiatric Medicine of the Department of Consumer Affairs, State
of California as its Decision in the above-entitled matter.

This Decision shall become effective at 5:00 p.m. on June 20, 2014

May 23, 2014

DATED .

BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE

Kristina M. Dixon, MBA, President
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KAMALA D. HARRIS

Attorney Gerieral of California

JUDITH T. ALVARADO

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

STEVE DIEHL ' '

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 235250
California Department of Justice
2550 Mariposa Mall, Room 5090
Fresno, CA 93721 C
Telephone: (559) 477-1626
Facsimile: {559) 445-5106

Attorneys for Complainant

.BEFORE THE
' BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS

 STATE OF CALIFORNIA
In the Matter of the Accusation Against: Case No. 1B-2011-216393
BILL JAMES RELEFORD‘ JR., DPM STIPULATED SETTLEMENT AND
455 N. Prairie Ave. DISCIPLINARY ORDER
Inglewood, CA 90301
Daoctor of Podiatric Medicine License
No.E3630,

Respondent.

18

[T IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between the parties to the above-
entitled broceedings that the following matters are true: | |
| | PARTIES -
1. : James Rathlesberger ("Complainant") is the Executive Officer of the Board of

Podiatric Medicine. He brought this action solely in his official capacity and is represented in this|

matter by Kamala D. Harris, Attorney General of the State of California, by Steve Diehl, Deputy -

- Attorney General.

2. Respondent BILL JAMES RELEFORD JR., DPM ("Respondenf") is representing
himself in this procéeding and has chosen not to exercise his right to be represented by counsel.

3. Oﬁ or abﬁut August 31, 1989, the Board of Podiatric Medicine issied Doctor of
Podiatric Medicine License No. E 3630 to BILL JAMES RELEFORD JR., DPM (Respondent).

| The Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License was in full force and effect at all times relevant to the

|

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (1B-201 1-216393)
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~Administrative qucedu;e Act and other applicable laws.

‘every right set forth above,

charges brought in Accusation No. 1B-2011 -216393 and will expire on February 28, 2015, unless
renewed.

JURISDICTION

4. Accusation No. 1B-2011-216393 was filed before the Board of Podiatric Medicine
(Board) , Department of Consumer Affairs, and is currently pending against Respondent. The
Accusation' and all othér statutorily required documents were properly served on Respondent on
November 14, 2013. Respondent timely ﬁléd his Notice of Defense contesting the Accusation.

5. A copy of Accusation No. 1B-2011-216393 is attached as exhibit A and incorporated |
herein by reference.

ADVISEMENT AND WAIVERS

6.  Respondent has carefully read, and und_c_arstands the charges and allegations in
Accusation No. 1B-2011-216393. Respondent has also carefully read, and understands the
effects of this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order. ‘

| 7. Respondent is fully aware of his legal rights in this matter, including the right to a
hearing on the charges and allegations in the Accusation; the right fo be représented by counsel at
his own expense; the right to confront and cross-examine the witnesses against him; the right to
present evidence and to testify on his own behalf; the right to the issuance of subpoenaé to compél_
the attendance of witnesses and the production of documents; the right to reconsideration and

court review of an adverse decision; and all other rights accorded by the California
‘8. Respondent voluntarily, knowingly, and intelli gently waives and gives up each and

CULPABILITY
9. Respondent admits the truth of each and every charge and allegation in Accusation
No. 1B-2011-216393.
10, Respondent agrees that his Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License is subject to
diécipline-_and he agrees to be bound by the Board's probationary terms as set forth in the

Disciplinary Order below.

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (1B-201 1-216393)
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CONTINGENCY.

11.  This stipulation shall be subject to approval by the Board of Podiatric Medicine.
Respondent understands and agrees that counsel for 'Complainant and the staff of the Board of
Podiatric Medicine may communicate directly with the Board regarding this stipulation and
settlement, without notice to or participation by Respondent. By signing the stipulation,
Respondeﬁt understandé and agrees that he rna'y‘not withdraw his agreement or seek to rescind the

stipulation prior to the time the Board considers and acts upon it. If the Board fails to adopt this

‘ stipulation as its Decision and Order, the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order shall be of

no force or effect, except for this paragraph, it shall be iﬁadmissible in any legal action between
the parties, and fhe Board shall not be disqualified from further actioﬁ by having conéidered this
matter. | | |

12. The parties understand andvagret_: that Portable Document Format (PDF) and facsitnile
copies éf thi's Stipulated Settlement and Diséi.plinary Order, including Portable Document Format
(PDF) and facsimile signatures thereto, shall have the same forée and effect as the originals..

13.  In consideration of the foregoing admissions and stipulations, the parties agrée that
the Board may, without further notice or formal procééding, _iss'ue. and eﬁter the following
Disciblinary Order: |

| DISCIPLINARY ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Doctor of P"odiatric Medicine License No. E 3630 issued

-to Respondent BILL JAMES-RELEFORD JR., DPM (Respondent) is revoked: However, the - -

revocation is stayed and Respondent is placed on probation for seven (7) years on the following
terms and conditions.

1. ACTUAL SUSPENSION As part of probation, respondent is suspended from the -

practicg: of podiatric medicine for two years, beginning the sixteenth {16th) day after the effective
date of this decision. This suspension shall be concusrent \__;vitli any suspension ordered pursuant
to an Auto_matic Suspension Order issued pursuant to Business and Professidns Code Section
2236.1, provided that respondent shail be suspeﬁded from the practice of podiatric medicine fora

minimum of six months after relcase from Federal custody, whenever that may occur.

3

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (1B-2011-216393)
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Respondent shall prominently post a notice of the Board’s Order of Suspension, in a place clearly
visible to the public. Said notice, provided by the Board, shall remain so posted during the entire

period of suspension.

2. PROVISIONS FOR CESSATION OF PRACTICE During the perio:d of
suspension, respondent shal] comply with procedures provided by the Board regarding
notification and management of patients. |

- 3. ETHICS COURSE Within 60 days after release from Federal custody, respondent
shall enroll in a course in ethics, at respondent’s expense, approved in advance by the Board or its

designee. Failure to successfully complete the course during the first year is a violation of

-probation.’

An ethics course taken after the acts that gave rise to the charges in the Accusation, but
prior to the effective date of the Decision may, in the sole discretion of the Board or its designee,
be accepted towards the fulfillment of this conditidn if the course would have been approved by
the Board or its desi gnee had the course been taken after the effective date of this Decision.

Respondent shall submit a certification of successful completion to the Board or its

-désignee not later than 15 calendar days after the effective date of the Decision.

4. EXAMINATION Within 60 calendar days after release from Federal custody,

respondent shall arrange to take and pass a written examination approved by the Board. Failure
to pass the examination within one year éf thé effective date of this Decision is a violétion of
probation. Respondent shall pay the costs.of all examinations. For purposes of this condition, the|- |
exam shall be a passing score of the National Board of Podiatric Medical Examiners Part III
examination consistent with Business and Professions Code section 2493,

Respondent shall not practice podiatric medicine until respondent has passed the required
examination .and has been so notified by the Board or its designee in writing, This prohibition
shall not bar respondent from practicing in a clinical training program approved by the Board or
its designeé. Respondent’s practice of po.diatn'c medicine shall be restricted only to that which js
fequired by the approvgd training p1jogram. |

W\

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (1B-2011-216393)



5.  PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION Within 30 days after release from Federal custody,

-and on whatever peﬁodic basis thereafter may be required by the Board or its designee,

respondent shall undergd a psychiatric evaluation (and psychological testing, if deemed
necessary) by a Board appointed Board.c‘ertiﬁed psychiatrist, who shall consider any informatio'n
provided by the Board or designee and any other information the psychiatrist deems relevant, and
shall furnish a written evaluation report to the Board or its designee. Psychlatnc evaluatlons |
conducted prior to the effectxve date of the Decision shall not be accepted towards the fulfillment
of the requirement. Respondent shall pay the cost of all psychiatric evaluations and psychological
testing, . |

Respondent shall comply with all restrictions or conditions recommended by the evaluating
psychiatrist within 15 calendar days after beiﬁg notified by the Board or its designee. Failure to
undergo and complete & psychiatric evaluation and psycholo gicﬁl testing, or éonﬁply with the
required additional conditions or restrictions, is a violation of probation. |

Respondent shall not engage in the practice of podiatric medicine until notified by the

Board or its designee that respondent is mentally fit to practice podiatric medicine safely. The

_périod of time that respondent is not practicing medicine shall not be counted toward completion
of the term of probation. '

6.  MONITORING - PRACTICE/BILLING Within 30 days after release from Federal

custody, the entite practice shall be monitored, including., but ﬁot limited to the following:

- medical records; charting, pre and postoperative evaluations, all surgical procedures and billing - -

records:

The Board shall imfnediately, within the exerciée of reasonable discretion, appoint a doctor
of podiatric medicine from its panel of medical consultants or panel of expert reviewers as the
monitor. | A

The monitor shall provide quartesly reports to the Board or its designee which include an
evaluation of respondent’s performénce, indic.atin'g whether respondent’s practices are vﬁthin the
standards of practice of podiatric medicine or billing, or both, and whether respondent 18 -

practicing podlatrlc medicine safely

STIPULATED SETTLEMENT (1B-2011-216393)
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. The Board or its désignee shall determine the frequency and préctice areas to be monitored.

Such monitoring shall be required during the entire period of probation. The Board orits

designee may at its sole discretion also require prior approval by the monitor of any medical or

surgical procedures engaged in by the respon'dent. The respondent shall pay all costs of such
momtormg and shall otherwise comply with all requirements of his contract with the momtor a
copy of which is attached as “Appendix A - Agreement to Monitor Practice and/ot Bllhng ” If

the monitor terminates the contract, or is no longer ava11able, the Board or its designee shall

- appoint a new monitor immediately. Respondent shall not practice at any time during the

probation until the responderit provides a copy of the contract with the current monitor to the

probation _investigator and such contract is approyéd by the Board.
Respondent shall provide access to the pragtice monitor of respondent’s patient records and |
such monitor shall be permitted to make direct contact with any patients treated or cared for By
respondent and to discﬁss any matters related to respondent’s care and treatment of those patients.
Respondent shall obtain any necessafy patient releases to enable the monitor to review records
and to make direct contact with patiénts. Respondent shall execute a release authorizing the
monitor to prov1de to the Board or its designee any relevant information. If the practlce momtor
deemq it necessary to directly contact any patient, and thus require the disclosure of such patxent’

identity, respondent shall notlfy the patient that the patient’s identity has been requested pursuant

to the Decision. This notification shall be signed and dated by each patient prior to the

commeneement or continuation of any examination or treatment-of each: patient by respondent’
and a copy of such notification shall be maintained in each pahent’s file. The notifications signed
by respondent’s pa’uents shall be subject to inspection and copying by the Board or its de31gnee at

any time during the period of probation that respondent is required to comply with this. condition.

The practice monitor will sign a confidentiality agreement requiring him or her to keep all patient

information regarding respondent’s patients in complete confidence, except as otherwise required

by the Board or its designee.

Failure to maintain all records, or to make all appropriate records available for immediate

“inspection and copying on the premises, or to comply with this condition as outlined above, is a

6 .
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violation of p'robation

In lieu of a monitor, respondent may pammpate in the profess1ona1 enhancement program

: offered by the Physwlan Assessment and Clinical Educatlon Program at the University of

Cahforma San Diego School of Medicine, that includes, at minimum, quax’cerly chart review,
sem1-annua1 practice assessment, and semi-annual review of professional growth and education.
Respondent shall participate in the professional enhancement program at respondent’s expense

during the term of probétion.

7. NOTIFICATION Prior to engaging in the practice of medicine, the respondent shall
provide a true copy of the Decision(s) and Accusation(s) to the Chief of Staff or the Chief

Executive Officer at every hospital where privileges or membership are extended to respondent,

at any other facility where respondent engages in the practice of podiatric ifnedicine, including all

physician and locum tenens registries or other sirﬁilar agencies, and to the Chief EXé.cutive
Officer at every insurance carrier which extends malpractice insurance coverage to respondent.
Respondent shall submit proof of compliance to the Division or its designee wi_thin 15 calendar
days. |

This condition shall apply to any change(s) in hospitals, other facilities or insurance carrier.

8. PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS Prior to receiving assistance from a physician assistant,

respondent must notify the supervising physician of the terms and conditions of his probation.

9, OBEY ALL LAWS Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws, all rules

- governing the praetice of podiatric-medicine in California and remain it full compliance-with any

court ordered criminal probation, payments, and other orders.

10. QUARTERLY DECLARATIONS _ Resp011denf shall submit quarterly declarations

under penalty of perjury on forms provided by the Board, stating whether there has beent

compliance with all the conditions of probation. Respondent shall submit quarterly declarationis

not later than 10 calendar days after the end of the precediﬁg quarter,

{l. PROBATION COMPLIANCE UNIT Respondent shall comply with the Board’s

| probation.unit. Respondent shall, at all times, keep the Board informed of respondent’s business

and residence addresses. Changes of such addresses shall be immediately communicated in

7
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writing to the Board or its des;gnee Under no circumstances shall a post office box serve as an
address of record, except as allowed by’ Busmess and Professmns Code section 2021(b).
Respondent shall not engage in the practice of podiatric medicine in respondent’s place of

residence. Respondent shall maintain a current and renewed California doctor of podiatric
medlcme s license.

. Respondent shall immediately inform 'the Board or its deéignee, in writing, of travél- to atny
areas outside the jurisdiotion of California which Iasts,v or is contemplated to last, more than 30
calendar days. - ' |

12. INTERVIEW WITH THE BOARD OR ITS DESIGNEE Respondent shall be -

available in person for interviews either at respondent’s place of busmess or at the probatlon unit
office thh the Board or its designee, upon request, at various 1ntervals and either with or without
notice throughout the term of probation.

13. RESIDING OR PRACTICING OUT OF STATE In the event respondent should

leave the State of California to Ies1de or to practrce respondent shall notlfy the Board or its
desi; gnee in writing 30 calendar days pnor to the dates of departure and return, Non—practxce is

defined as any period of time exceeding 30 calendar days in which respondent is not engaging in

any activities defined in section 2472 of the Business and Professions Code,

All time spent in an mtenswe training program outside the State of California which has

been approved by the Board or its designee shall be con31de1 ed as time spent in the practlce of

med1c1ne within the State. A Board-ordered suspensmn of practice shall not be considered-as a

penod of non-practice. Periods of temporary or permanent residence or practice outside

Cahforma will not apply to the reduction of the probatxonary term. Penods of temporary or

' permanent residence or practice outside California will relieve respondent of the responsibility to

comply with the probationary terms and conditions, with the exception of this condition, and vthe.
following terms and conditions of probation: Obey All Law; Probation Unit Compliance; and
Cost Recovery.

‘Respondent’s hcense shall be automatically cancelled if respondent s periods of temporary

or permanent residence or practice outside California totals two years, However, respondent’s

8
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license shall not be cancelled as long as respondent is residing and practicing pod1atrxc med1c1ne
in another state of the United States and is on active probation with the medical licensing
authority of that state, in which case the two year penod shall begin on the date probation is
completed or terminated in that state.

14, FAILURE TO PRACTICE PODIATRIC MEDICINE CALJIF ORNIA RESIDENT

In the event the respondent resides in the State of California and fot any reason respondent stops
practicing podiatric medicine in California, respondent shall notlfy the Board or its designee in
writing within 30 calendar days prior to the dates of non-practice and return to practice. Any
perlod of non—practlce within California as defined in this condition will not apply to the
reduction of the probationary term and does not relieve respondent of the responsibility to comply,
with the terms and conditions of probation, Non-practice is defined as any period of time
exceedmg thirty calendar days in which respondent is not engaging in any activities defined in
section 2472 of the Business and Professions Code.

All time spent in an intensive training program which has been approved by the Board or its
designee shall be considered time spent in the practice of m'edi_cine. For purposes of this
condition, non-practice due to a Board-ordered suspension or in compliance with any other
condition of probation shall not be considered a period of non-practice.

Respondent’s license shall be automatically cancelled if respondent resides in California

and for a total of two years, fails to engage in California in any of the activities described in

Business and Professions Code section 2472,

15. COMPLETION OF PROBATION Respondent shall comply with all financial
obligations (e.g., cost recovery, restitution, probation costs) not later than 120 calendar days prior
to the completion of probation. Upon successful eompletion of probation, respondent’s certificate
will be felly restored. _

16. - VIOLATION OF PROBATION If respondent violates probation in any respect, the

Board, after giving respondent notice and the oppoﬁum*y to be heard, may revoke probation and
carry out the disciplinary older that was stayed. If an accusation or petition to revoke probation is

filed against respondent during probation, the Board shall have continuing jurisdiction until the

9
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matter is ﬁhal, the period of probation shall be extended until the matter.is final, and no petition
for modification of penalty shall be considered while there is an accusation or petition to revoke -
probation pending against respondent.

17.  COST RECOVERY Within 90 calendar days from the effective date of the Decision
or other period agreed to by the Board or its designee, respondent shall reimburse thé Board the
amount of $3,444.25 for its investigative and prosecution costs. The filing of bankruptcy or

period of non-practice by respondent shall not relieve the respondent of his obligation to

- 'reimburse the Board for its costs.

18. LICENSE SURRENDER Following the effective date of thls Decision, if

respondent ceases practicing due to retirement or health reasons, or is otherwise unable to satisfy

the terms and conditions of probation, respondent may request the voluntary surr ender of

‘ respondent ] hcense The Board reserves the right to evaluate the respondent’s request and to

exercise its discretion whether to grant the request or to take any other action deemed appropriate
and reasonable under the circumstances. Upon formal acceptance of the surrender, respondent
shall within 15 calendar days deliver respondent’s wallet and wall celi'ti‘ﬁcate to the Board or its
designee and respondent shall no longer practice podiatric medicine. Respondent will no longér
be subject to the terms and condxtxona of probation and the surrender of respondent’s license shall

be deemed disciplinary action. If respondent re—apphes for a podiatric medical license, the

apphcatlon shall be trcated as a petition for reinstatement of a revoked certificate.

19, PROBATION MONITORING COSTS . Respondent shall pay-the costs associated:

With probation monitoring each and every year of probation as designated by the Board, which

may be adjusted on an annual basis. Such costs shall be payable to the Board of Podiatric

| Medicine and delivered to the Board or its desr gnee within 60 days after the start of the new ﬁscal

year. Failure to pay costs within 30 calendar days of this date is a violation of probation. -

-20. NOTICE TO EMPLOYEES Respondent shall, upon or before the effective date of
this Decision, post or clrculate a nouoe which actually recites the offenses for which lespondent
has been disciplined and the terms and conditions of probatlon to all employees involved in his

pldctlce Within fifteen (15) days of the effective date of thlS Dec1s1on, respondent shall cause his
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employees to report to the Board in writing, acknowledging the employees have read the

Accusation and Decision in the case and understand respondent’s terms and conditions of

probation.

21. CHANGES OF EMPLOYMENT Respondent shall notify the Board in writing,

- through the assigned probation officer, of any and all changes of employment, location, and

address within thirty (30) days of such change.

22. COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIRED CONTINUING MEDICAL EDUCATION

Reépondent shall submit satiéfactory lproof biennially to the Board of compliance with the

requirement to complete- fifty hours of approved continuing medical education, and meet

continning competence requirements for re-licensure during each two (2) year renewal period.

\
\
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» ACCEPTANCE ) |
I have carefully read the Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order. Iunderstand the

 stipulation and the effect it will have on my Doctor of Podiatric Medicine License. 1 enter into

this Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order voluntarily, knowingiy, and infelligently, and

agree to be bound by the Decision and Order of the Board of Podiatric Medicine.

DATEDW 7’0|‘Z®l“€ (%»V\

BILL JAMES
Respondent

'¥ |
'ENDORSEMENT

LEFORD IR, DPM

The foregoing Stipulated Settlement and Disciplinary Order is hereby respectfully

submitted for consideration by the Board of Podiatric Medicine, -

Datgd: A /s /1o \L( ' o Respectfully subn_iitted,

KAMALA D, HARRIS
Attorney General of California
- JUDITH T. ALVARADO
Supervising Deputy Attomey General

STEVE DIEHL
Deputy Attormey General
Attorneys for Complainant

LA2013609745

95102378.doc
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" KAaMALAD. HARRIS '

Attorney General of California

JUDITH ALVARADO

Supervising Deputy Attorney General

STEVE DIEHL

Deputy Attorney General

State Bar No. 235250 -~
California Department of Justice
2550 Mariposa Mall, Room 5090
Fresno, CA 93721
Telephone: (559) 477-1626
Facsimile: (559) 445-5106

Attorneys for Complainant

FILED
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
MEDICAL BOARD OF GALIFORNIA
SACRAMENTO _Noyember 1‘1 20 13

BY Lo K. Mitlone  ANALYST

~ BEFORE THE
BOARD OF PODIATRIC MEDICINE
DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Accusation Against:

BILL JAMES RELDFORD JR., D.P. M
455 N. Prairie Avenue
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Case No. 1B-2011-216393

Inglewood, CA 90301 ACCUSATION
Podiatrist License No. E-3630, :
Respondent. |
Complainant alleges:
PARTIES

. James Rathlesberger (Complainant) brings this Accusation solely in his official

capacity as the Executive Officer of the Board of Podiatric Medicine, Department of Consumer

Affairs (Board).

2. Onorabout August 31, 1989, the Board issued Podiatrist License Number E 3630 to
BILL JAMES RELEFORD JR., DPM (Respondent). The Podiatrist License was in full force and

effect at all times relevant to the charges brought herem and will expire on F ebmary 28,2015,

unless rcnewed

-\

\
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JURISDICTION

3. This Accusatioo is brought before the Board under fhe authority of the following
laws. All section references are to the Business and Professions Code unless otherwise indicated.

4. Section 2222 of the Code states: | ‘

"The California Board of Podiatric Medicirie shall enforce and administer this article as to
doctors of podiatric medicine, Any acts of unprofessional conduct or other violations proscribed |
by this chapter-are applicable to licensed doctors of podxatno medicine and wherever the Medical
Quahty Hearing Panel established under Section 11371 of the Government Code is vested with
the authority to enforce and carry out this chapter as to licensed phys1cxans and surgeons the
Mcdlcal Quality Hearing Panel also possesses that same authority as to hcensed doctors of
pod1atmc medicine.

The Cali fornia Board of Podiatric Medicine mei}y order th-e denial of an application or issue

a certxhcate subject to conditions as set forth in Section 2221, or orde1 the revocation, suspensmn

or other rCStI‘lCtlon of, or the modification of that penalty, and the reinstatement of any certificate

of a doctor of podiatric medicine within its authority as granted by this chapter and in conjunctlon
with the administrative hearing procedures established pursuant to Sections 11371, 11372, 11373,
and | 1529 of the Government Code. For these purposes, the California Board of Podiatric
Medxcme shall exercise the powers granted and be govemed by the procedures set forth in this -
chapter."

5. IS/ection 2497 of the Code states: | ‘

“(a) The board may ordér the denial of an apphcatlon for, or the suspenswn of or-the
revocation of, or the unposxtlon of probauonary conditions upon, a certxﬁcate to practlce podxatnc '
medicine for any of the causes set forth in Art1cle 12 (commencmg with Section 2220) in

accordance with Sectlon 2222,

"(b) The board may hear all matters, including but not limited to, any contestcd case or may

'asmgn any such matters to an administrative law judge. The proceedings shall bc held ; in

accordance with Section 2230. If a contested case is heard by the board itself, the administrative
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law judge who presided at the hearing shall be present during the board's consideration of the case

and shall assist and advise the board." - ’

6. Section 2227 of the Code states:

"(a) A licensee whose matter has been heard by an administrative law judge of the Medical
Quality Hearing Panel as designafed in Section 11371 of the Government Code, or whose default
has been entered and who is found guilty, or who has entered mto a st1pu1at10n for disciplinary
action with the board, may, in accordance with the provisions of thlS chapter

"(1) Have his or her license revoked upon order of the division.

"(2) Have his or her right to practice susper_lded for a period not to exceed one year upon
order of the division.

"(3) Be placed on probation and be requlred to pay the costs of probatton monitoring upon’
order of the division.

"(4) Be publicly reprimanded by the division.

A'-'(S) Have any other action taken in relation to discipline as part of an order of probation, as
the division ot an administrative law judge may deem proper. .

“(b) Any matter heard pursuant to subdivision (a), except for warning letters, medical

review or advisory conferences, professional competency examinations, continuing education

activities, and cost reimbursement associated therewith that are agreed to with the division and
successfully completed by the hcens'ee or other matters made confidential or privileged by

exxstmg law, is deemed public, and shall be. made avallable to the public by the board pursuant to

‘Sectxon 803 1.

7. Section 2236 of the Code states, in pertinent part:
"(a) The conviction of any offense su'b-stantially related to the qualifications, functions, or
duties of a physician and surgeon constitutes unprofessional conduct within the meaning of this.

chapter. The record of conviction shall be conclusive evidence only of the fact that the conviction

_occutred.
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"(c) The élerk of the court in which a licensee is convicted of a crime shall, within 48 hours
after the conviction, transmit a certified copy of the record of conviction to the board. The -
division' may iin'quire into the circumstances surrounding the commission of a crime in order to
fix the degree of discipline or to determine if the conviction is of an offense substantially related
to the qualifications, functions, or duties of .a physician and surgeon.

"(d) A plea or verdict of guilty or a conviction after a plea of nolo contendere is deemed to
be a conviction within the meaning of this section and Section 2236.1. The recotd of conviction
shall be conclusive evidence of the fact that the conviction occurred.”

8. Section 2497.5 of the Code states:

"(a) The board may request the administrative law judge, under his of l.wr proposed |
decision in resolution of a disciplinary proceeding before the board, to direct any licensee found

guilty of unprofessional conduct to pay to the board a sum not to exceed the actual and teasonable

costs of the investigation and prosecution of the case.

"(b) The costs to be assessed shall be fixed by the administrative law judge and shall not in
any event be increased by the board. When the board does not adopt a proposed decision and
remands the case to an administrative law judge, the administrative law judge shall not increase
the amount of any costs assessed in the proposed decision. |

"(¢c) When the payment directed in the board's order for payment of costs is not made by
the ficensee, the board may enforce the order for payment by bringing an action in any

appmprlate court. Thls right of enforcement shall be in addltion to any other rights the board rnay

have as to any ticensee directed to pay costs
"(d) In any Judlma_l action for the recovery of costs, proof of the board's decision shall be
conclusive proof of the validity of the order of payment and the terms for payment.
"(e)(1) Except as provided in péragraph (2), the board shall not renew or
reinstate the license of any licensee who has failed to pay all of the costs ordered

under this section.,

' Pursuant to Section 2002 of the Code, “Division of Medical Quality” or “Division” shall be
deemed to refer to the Medical Board of California.
4

Accusation




[ o N > T V. I N wWoN

1
12
13
14
15
16
17
8
19
20
21
22

24
25
26

27

"(2) Notwithstanding paragraph ( 1), the board may, in its discretion,
conditionally renew or reinstate for a rnaximum of one year the license of any
licensee who demonstrates financial hardship and who enters into a-formal agr’eement' :
with the board to reimburse the board within one year period for those unpaid costs.
"(f) All costs recovered under this section shall be deposited in the Podiatry Fund as a
feimbufsement in eithef the fiscal year in which the costs are actually recovered or the previous
fiscal year, as the board may direct."

FIRST CAUSE FOR DISCIPLINE

(Conviction of a Crime)y

9. Respondent’s license is subject to disciplinary action under Code section 2236, in that|-
he was convicted of a crime substantially related to the quahﬁcanons functlons or dutles of a
doctor of podiatric medlcme The circumstances are as follows: ‘

10. Begxnnmg on or before December 30, 1999, and contmumg until on or aﬁer October
11, 2002, Respondent participated in a scheme to defraud Bank of America, As Respondent
knew, Respondent’s co—schemers would open business lines of credit at financial institutions for -
the purpose of withdrawing funds from the credit lines and not 1eter returning the funds. As part
of his role in the scheme, Respondent, among other things, negonated and cashed checks from the
credit lines. Respondent would then return a portion of the funds to a co-schemer and keep the
remainder of the funds for himself. Two of the credit lines were opened at Respondent’s request
to benefit Respondent namely, credit lines for businesses named California Podmtty of Diabetes
Foot and Southern California Podlatry

1. In total, Respondent deposited checks from four fraudnlent[y obtained credit lines and
Respondent attempted to help open one additional credit line. The total actual and 1ntended loss

amount resulting from those credit lines was more than $400,000. The checks Respondent

negotiated in furtherance of this scheme had a total value of $217,500, One of those checks was

negotiated by Respondent on or about May 30, 2002, in the amount of $38,750, drawn from the

Bank of America business credit line for California Podiatry of Diabetes Foot,
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12.  On or about October 19, 2011, in fhe matter entitled United States of America vs.
Andrea Lorraine Avéry, Kirkland Charles, and Bill James Releford, Jr., in the United States
District Court for the Central District of Califomia,.case number CR 11-405(A)-MMM, a First -

: Stiperseding Indictment was filed, naming Respondent in nineteen counts of violations of 18

U.Ss.C. §1344(2), Bank Fraud (Counts 1-19); and one count of a violation of 1'8 U.S.C. §1014 and
§2, Aiding ana Abetting the making of é Fals¢ Statement to a Bank (Count 22); all felonies.

13. On or about February 14, 2012, Respondent executed a written plea agreement in
which he agreed to pleaﬂ guilty to a violation of {8 U.S.C. §1344(2), Bank Fraud, as allegéd in
count 11 of the First Superseding Indictment. As part of this plea agreement, Respondent agreed

to a statement of facts that is substantially identical to paragraphs 10 and 11, supra. Respondent

'Afurther agreed not to “contest facts agreed to in this agreement.” Respondent further agreed that

lie “understands that the conviction in this case may also subject [him] to various other collateral
consequences, including but not limited to...suspension or revocation of a professional license.”
Respondent further certified that he was “pleading guilty because [he was] guiity of the charges
and wish to take advantage of the promises set forth in this agreement, and not for any other
reason.” -

14. On or about May 14, 2012, Respondent entered a guilty plea to a violation of 18
U.S.C. §1344(2), Bank Fraud, as glleged in éount 11 of the First Superseding Indictment.

15. On or about June 24, 2013, Respondent was sentenced to 24 montlis in federal prison.
Upon release from imprisonment, Respondent is to be placed on supervised release for a term of
three years. 'Respondent was also‘ordéred fo pay a ﬁfxc 'of $—1d,000, and to pay restitﬁtion to Bank
of America in the amount of $218,237.13. Execution of this sentence was stayed until October
24,2013.
W
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PRAYER
WHEREFORE, Complainant requests tbat a hearing be held on the matters herem alleged,

and that following the hearmg, the Board of Podiatric Medicine issue a decision: -

1. Revoking or suspending Podiatrist License Number E 3630, 1ssued to BILL JAMES
RELEFORD JR., DPM

2, Ordermg Bill James Releford, J‘r..to pay the Board of Podiatric Medicine the
reasonable costs of the invcs’cig‘ation and enforcement of this case, pursuant to Business and
Professions Code section 2497.5 :

3. Taking such other and further action as deemed necessary and proper.

DATED: Novembe H, 2013 L]L. i

25 RATHLESBERGER
tive Ofﬁcer

tate of California
Complainant
L.A2013609745
95.0905 62.docx
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